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PRELUDE MUSIC          

Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring 
Johann Sebastian Bach 

 
 
 
 
WORDS OF WELCOME 
 
 
GATHERING 
 
One:  Welcome in the name of Jesus, the Savior of the world. We are gathered to 

worship, to proclaim Christ crucified and risen, to remember before God our sister 
Joan, to give thanks for her life, to commend her to our merciful redeemer, and 
to comfort one another in our grief. 

 
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
 
One:  When we were baptized in T Christ Jesus, we were baptized into his death. We 

were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, so that as Christ was raised 
from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might live a new life. For if we 
have been united with him in a death like his, we shall certainly be united with 
him in a resurrection like his.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



PROCESSIONAL HYMN         ELW 504  A Mighty Fortress is Our God 

 



ACCLAMATION  
please rise 

 
One:  Eternal God, maker of heaven and earth, who formed us from the dust of the 

earth, who by your breath gave us life, we glorify you. 
All:  We glorify you. 
 
One:  Jesus Christ, the resurrection and the life, who suffered death for all humanity, 

who rose from the grave to open the way to eternal life, we praise you. 
All:  We praise you. 
 
One:  Holy Spirit, author and giver of life, the comforter of all who sorrow, our sure 

confidence and everlasting hope, we worship you. 
All:  We worship you. 
 
One:  To you, O blessed Trinity, be glory and honor, forever and ever. 
All:  Amen. 

 

please be seated 

 

GREETING 
 
One:  The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ T the love of God, and the fellowship of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all.     
All:  And also with you. 
 
 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
One:  Let us pray. O God of grace and glory, we remember before you today our sister, 

Joan. We thank you for giving her to us to know and love as a companion in our 
pilgrimage on earth. In your boundless compassion, console us who mourn. Give 
us faith to see that death has been swallowed up in the victory of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, so that we may live in confidence and hope, until, by your call, we are 
gathered into our heavenly home in the company of all your saints; through Jesus 
Christ our Savior and Lord.     All: Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



WORD 
 
One: A reading from Romans 8:31-35, 37-39, NRSVUE 
 
31 What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against us? 32 He 
who did not withhold his own Son but gave him up for all of us, how will he not with 
him also give us everything else? 33 Who will bring any charge against God’s elect? It 
is God who justifies. 34 Who is to condemn? It is Christ[t] who died, or rather, who was 
raised, who is also at the right hand of God, who also intercedes for us. 35 Who will 
separate us from the love of Christ? Will affliction or distress or persecution or famine 
or nakedness or peril or sword?  
 
37 No, in all these things we are more than victorious through him who loved us. 38 For I 
am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, 
nor things to come, nor powers, 39 nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all 
creation will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 
Word of God, word of life.       All: Thanks be to God. 
 
 
A responsive reading of Psalm 121, NRSVUE 
 

One: I lift up my eyes to the hills— 
     from where will my help come? 

All:  My help comes from the Lord, 
     who made heaven and earth. 

One:  He will not let your foot be moved; 
     he who keeps you will not slumber. 

All:  He who keeps Israel 
     will neither slumber nor sleep. 

One: The Lord is your keeper; 
     the Lord is your shade at your right hand. 

All:  The sun shall not strike you by day 
     nor the moon by night. 

One:  The Lord will keep you from all evil; 
     he will keep your life. 

All:  The Lord will keep your going out and your coming in 
     from this time on and forevermore. 



Sharing Memories of Joan       
 

 Taylor Cordts 
 Marge Ball 
 others who would like to share 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

please rise for the reading of the Gospel 
 

 
One: The Holy Gospel is found in John 14:1-6, NRSVUE  
 
[Jesus is speaking to his disciples:] 1 “Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; 
believe also in me. 2 In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it were not 
so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? 3 And if I go and prepare 
a place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there 
you may be also. 4 And you know the way to the place where I am going.” 5 Thomas 
said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know the 
way?” 6 Jesus said to him, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to 
the Father except through me. 
 
This is the Gospel of the Lord.   All: Thanks be to God 
 

please be seated 
 
 
HOMILY                          Pastor Karl Hester 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



HYMN OF THE DAY                                                              CCLI Song 62858 

  

 



please rise 
 
One:  Let us confess the faith of Joan and of the Christian church in the words of the 

Apostles Creed: 
 
All:  I believe in God the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, 
and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he 
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will 
come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.             
 

please be seated 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION        
 
Lord, in your mercy…   
Hear our prayer. 
 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION   
 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
All:  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive 
us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 
DISTRIBUTION  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



COMMUNION HYMN                      ELW    485         I Am the Bread of Life 

 

 

 

  



COMMUNION HYMN                                     ELW 493       Taste and See 
 

 

 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
POST COMMUNION BLESSING 
 
POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
 
COMMENDATION 
 
One:  Let us commend Joan to the mercy of God, our maker and redeemer. 
 

silence is kept 
 
One:  Into your hands, O merciful, Savior, we commend your servant, Joan Dunn.  

Acknowledge, we humbly beseech you, a sheep of your own fold, a lamb of 
your own flock, a sinner of your own redeeming. Receive her into the arms of your 
mercy, into the blessed rest of everlasting peace, and into the glorious company 
of the saints in light.   All: Amen. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SENDING HYMN     ELW  779     Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound 

 



GRACE FOR MEAL 
 
One:  Let us go forth in peace.     
All:    In the name of Christ. Amen 
 

POSTLUDE                                                                       Be Thou My Vision 
Prayer of St. Francis 

Now Thank We All Our God 
 

T     T     T 

 

You are invited to stay for a luncheon following the service. 
 

Messiah Lutheran Church    Pastor Karl Hester, presiding minister 
303 Route 101                       Jon Abrams, music director 
Amherst, NH  03031             Marge Ball, altar care 
www.messiahnh.org                  Deanna Cordts, communion bread 
                                                   Rev. David Rinas, tech support  
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T     T     T 

 

COMMITTAL  graveside liturgy to be performed at Meadowview  
                      Cemetery in Amherst at a future date TBD 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



Joan Dunn 
December 7, 1942 – March 19, 2026 

 
Joan Dunn, 83, of Amherst, New Hampshire, passed away peacefully after a short illness on March 19, 
2026, surrounded by her loving family. 
 
Joan was born on December 7, 1942, in Brooklyn, NY, to Samuel and Edna Meisler. She attended 
Martin Van Buren High School in Queens, NY 
 
Early in her career, Joan worked as a secretary at Kollsman Instrument Corp., Queens, NY, where she 
proudly received an award for her exceptional shorthand skills. Her greatest joy came when she 
became a mother, she chose to devote herself fully to her home and family — a role she embraced 
with love, pride, and unwavering dedication. 
 
Joan was a longtime member of the Congregational Church in Amherst, NH, Eastern Star Puritan 
Chapter No. 29, and an active member of the local Red Hat Society. She had a gift for finding joy in 
the simple things — whether it was discovering a great bargain at a yard sale, baking something 
delicious in the kitchen (with plenty of butter and Hellman’s mayonnaise nearby), or sharing coffee 
and laughter with those she loved. 
She was known for her warm hugs, quick wit, and the kind of humor that made everyone feel at 
ease. Joan loved dancing, sewing, cooking, and puzzles, and she carried a lighthearted perspective 
on life, often reminding others, “There’s never a mistake when cooking — it’s just a new recipe.” 
 
Above all, Joan was a devoted wife, mother, grandmother, and great-grandmother. Her family was 
the center of her world, and she created a home filled with warmth, comfort, and unconditional 
love. 
 
She was predeceased by her beloved daughter, Denise Dunn of Amherst, NH, and her brother, 
Robert Meisler of Memphis, TN. 
 
Joan is survived by her loving husband of 65 years, William Dunn III of Amherst, NH; a brother, 
Benjamin Meisler and his wife, Linda, of Memphis, TN. Her children, Deanna Cordts and her husband 
Jeffrey of Amherst, NH and William Dunn IV and his wife Rebecca of Nelson, NH. 
 
She also leaves behind her cherished grandchildren: Brittany Persaud (her husband Danny) of 
Tampa, Florida, Lauren Todd (her husband Matt) of Amherst, NH, Taylor Rodgers (her husband Tyler) 
of Lyndeborough, NH, Seth Cordts (his girlfriend Syndey Jones) of Oakland, CA, and William Dunn V 
(a.k.a. Liam) and Lucas Dunn of Nelson, NH. Her legacy continues through her adored great-
grandchildren: Danika, Dax, and Dashel Persaud of Tampa, FL; Lina, Parker, and Spencer Todd of 
Amherst, NH; and Tatum and Teagan Rodgers of Lyndeborough, NH.  She also leaves a niece, Stacey 
Diller from Nashville, TN and 2 nephews, Michael Dunn of Smithtown, NY and James Dunn of Lutz, FL. 
 
In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to the Denise Dunn Scholarship Fund. c/o Deanna Cordts, 
21 Blueberry Hill Rd., Amherst, NH 03031.    
 
Joan’s kindness, humor, and deep love for her family will be remembered always — in every shared 
recipe, every warm embrace, and every moment of laughter she inspired. 


