
Good Friday 
March 29, 2024 

7:00 pm 

 

 

 

Welcome to worship.  We are glad you are here 

and hope you will spend as much of Holy Week 

with us as you can.  You and your friends are 

welcome here—always.  Please keep the back 

cover for yourself or give it to a friend as it has the 

Holy Week schedule of worship services. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Welcome to this evening worship where we commemorate Jesus’ death on the 
cross. 
 
On Saturday we will meet at 7:00 pm to hold our Easter Vigil. 
 
Please join us again on Easter Sunday as we celebrate the empty tomb at 9:30 
am.  
 

A nursery is available down the hall, last door on the right. Rest rooms are also down the hall 
to the right.   

Messiah Lutheran Church 
303 Route 101  PO Box 488 
Amherst, New Hampshire 
603.673.2011 www.messiahnh.org 

Ministers: All God’s people at Messiah 
Rev. Karl Hester, Pastor  
Jon Abrams, Music Director 

 
 

 

 

 

please enter in and remain in silence 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.messiahnh.org/


Reflection on the Cross:   Dietrich Bonhoeffer 

 

 CHEAP GRACE is the deadly enemy of our Church.  We are 
fighting to-day for costly grace. 

Cheap grace means grace sold on the market like cheapjacks’ 
wares.  The sacraments, the forgiveness of sin, and the 
consolation of religion are thrown away at cut prices.  Grace 
is represented as the Church’s inexhaustible treasury, from 
which she showers blessings with generous hands, without 
asking questions or fixing limits.  Grace without price; grace 
without cost!  The essence of grace, we suppose, is that the 
account has been paid in advance; and, because it has been 
paid, everything can be had for nothing.  Since the cost was 
infinite, the possibilities of using it and spending it are 
infinite.  What would grace be if not cheap? 

… 

Cheap grace is the preaching of forgiveness without requiring 
repentance, baptism without church discipline, Communion without confession, absolution 
without personal confession.  Cheap grace is grace without discipleship, grace without the 
cross, grace without Jesus Christ, living and incarnate. 

Costly grace is the treasure hidden in the field; for the sake of it a man will gladly go and sell all 
that he has.  It is the pearl of great price to buy which the merchant will sell all his goods.  It is 
the kingly rule of Christ, for whose sake a man will pluck out the eye which causes him to 
stumble; it is the call of Jesus Christ at which the disciple leaves his nets and follows him. 

Costly grace is the gospel which must be sought again and again, the gift which must be asked 
for, the door at which a man must knock. 

Such grace is costly because it calls us to follow, and it is grace because it calls us to follow 
Jesus Christ.  It is costly because it costs a man his life, and it is grace because it give a man the 
only true life.  It is costly because it condemns sin, and grace because it justifies the sinner.  
Above all, it is costly because it cost God the life of his Son: “ye were bought at price,” and 
what has cost God much cannot be cheap for us.  Above all, it is grace because God did not 
reckon his Son too dear a price to pay for our life, but delivered him up for us.  Cost grace is 
the Incarnation of God. 

The Cost of Discipleship by Dietrich Bonhoeffer, pp. 43, 44-45 

silence for reflection 



32 Two others also, who were criminals, were led away to be 
put to death with him. 33 When they came to the place that 
is called The Skull, they crucified Jesus there with the 
criminals, one on his right and one on his left. 34 Then Jesus 
said, “Father, forgive them; for they do not know what they 
are doing.” 

Luke 23:32-34b, NRSV 
 

first candle is extinguished 

 
“Love Consecrates the Humblest Act”  ELW 360 

 

 

 

 

 



39 One of the criminals who were hanged there kept 
deriding him and saying, “Are you not the Messiah? Save 
yourself and us!” 40 But the other rebuked him, saying, “Do 
you not fear God, since you are under the same sentence of 
condemnation? 41 And we indeed have been condemned 
justly, for we are getting what we deserve for our deeds, but 
this man has done nothing wrong.” 42 Then he said, “Jesus, 
remember me when you come into your kingdom.” 43 He 
replied, “Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in 
Paradise.” 

Luke 23:39-43, NRSV 
 

second candle is extinguished 
 

“My Song is Love Unknown”   ELW 343, vv. 1-5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



23 When the soldiers had crucified Jesus, they took his clothes and divided them 
into four parts, one for each soldier. They also took his tunic; now the tunic was 
seamless, woven in one piece from the top. 24 So they said to one another, “Let us 
not tear it, but cast lots for it to see who will get it.” This was to fulfill what the 
scripture says, “They divided my clothes among themselves, and for my clothing 
they cast lots.” 25 And that is what the soldiers did. Meanwhile, standing near the 
cross of Jesus were his mother, and his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, 
and Mary Magdalene. 26 When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple whom he 
loved standing beside her, he said to his mother, “Woman, here is your son.” 
27 Then he said to the disciple, “Here is your mother.” And from that hour the 
disciple took her into his own home.  

John 19:23-27, NRSV 

 

third candle is extinguished 

 

“Beneath the Cross of Jesus”  LBW 338 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



45 From noon on, darkness came over the whole land until 
three in the afternoon. 46 And about three o’clock Jesus 
cried with a loud voice, “Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?” that is, 
“My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” 

Matthew 27:45-46, NRSV 
 

fourth candle is extinguished 
 

“Were You There”   ELW 353, vv. 1-3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



28 After this, when Jesus knew that all was now finished, he 
said (in order to fulfill the scripture), “I am thirsty.” 29 A jar 
full of sour wine was standing there. So they put a sponge 
full of the wine on a branch of hyssop and held it to his 
mouth. 

John 19:28-29, NRSV 
 

fifth candle is extinguished 
 

“Ah, Holy Jesus”   ELW 349 

 

 



30 When Jesus had received the wine, he said, “It is finished.” 
Then he bowed his head and gave up his spirit. 

John 19:30, NRSV 
 

sixth candle is extinguished 
 

“Go to Dark Gethsemane”   ELW 347, vv. 1-3 

 

 

 

 

 



44 It was now about noon, and darkness came over the whole land until 
three in the afternoon, 45 while the sun’s light failed; and the curtain of 
the temple was torn in two. 46 Then Jesus, crying with a loud voice, said, 
“Father, into your hands I commend my spirit.” Having said this, he 
breathed his last. 
                                               Luke 23:44-46, NRSV 

seventh candle is extinguished 

“O Sacred Head, Now Wounded”   ELW 351 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Paschal candle is extinguished and removed 



 
Please stay in silence and reflection for as long 

as you wish and then depart in silence.  
If you would like to come up in silence  

and light prayer candles you may.  
 

The worship continues tomorrow at 7:00 at the vigil. 
 

 

Readers:   Kathy Brundage & Trudi Costa 
Tech:  

Bonhoeffer Reflection read by:  Pastor Karl Hester 
Musician:  Jon Abrams 
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