
December 21, 2025 

4th Sunday of Advent 

Messiah Lutheran Church, Amherst, NH            
                                

 

PRELUDE                                       Steve Kennedy  

            
 

WELCOME 

 

YULE LOG        ELW 257       O Come, O Come, Emmanuel vv. 1-4 

 

 

 

  



CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

 

One:  Blessed be the holy Trinity, T one God, 

who forgives all our sin, 

whose mercy endures forever. 

 

All:  Amen. 

 

One:  Let us confess our sin and come to God for healing. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

One:  Gracious God, 

 

All:  have mercy on us. 

We confess that we have honored you with our lips, 

but have harmed our neighbors with our tongues. 

The cravings at war within us 

cause conflicts and disputes. 

 

In our desire to be first 

we make distinctions among ourselves. 

We place the needs of the poor and the suffering    

last. 

 

In your great mercy, forgive us our sins. 

Draw near to us with grace in time of need, 

and turn us to follow in the way of Jesus Christ, 

our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

One:  God promises to forgive our iniquity 

and to remember our sin no more. 

By grace you have been saved. 

In the name of T Jesus Christ, 

the source of eternal healing, 

your sins are forgiven. 

All:  Amen. 

 

 

 



OPENING HYMN       ELW 254         Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



One: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ T, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 

All:  And also with you. 

 

KYRIE 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



NOW THE FEAST 

 

 
 



 
 

SALUTATION 

 

  



PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

One:  Let us pray 

 

Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace and 

might, free us from the sin that hinders our faith, that eagerly we may receive 

your promises, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

 

All:  Amen. 
 

FIRST LESSON 
 

One:  A reading from 7th chapter of Isaiah chapter: 
  
10 The Lord spoke to Ahaz, saying, 11 “Ask a sign of the Lord your God; let it be 

deep as Sheol or high as heaven.” 12 But Ahaz said, “I will not ask, and I will not 

put the Lord to the test.” 13 Then Isaiah said, “Hear then, O house of David! Is it 

too little for you to weary mortals that you weary my God also? 14 Therefore the 

Lord himself will give you a sign. Look, the young woman is with child and shall 

bear a son and shall name him Immanuel. 15 He shall eat curds and honey by 

the time he knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good. 16 For before the 

child knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good, the land before 

whose two kings you are in dread will be deserted.” 

 

Word of God, word of life.      All:  Thanks be to God. 

 

  



PSALMODY    80:1-7, 17-19 (sung)                                      
                                                                           MLC Psalm tones by J. Abrams 2024 

 

 

 

 

 

 1 Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph | like a flock; 

  shine forth, you that are enthroned up- | on the cherubim. 

 

 2 In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, | and Manasseh, 

  stir up your strength and | come to help us. 

 

 3 Restore | us, O God; 

  let your face shine upon us, and we | shall be saved. 

 

 

 4 O Lord | God of hosts, 

  how long will your anger fume when your | people pray? 

  

 5 You have fed them with the | bread of tears; 

  you have given them bowls of | tears to drink. 

 

 6 You have made us the derision | of our neighbors, 

  and our enemies laugh | us to scorn. 

 

 7 Restore us, O | God of hosts; 

  let your face shine upon us, and we | shall be saved. 

 

 17 Let your hand be upon the one at | your right hand, 

  the one you have made so strong | for yourself. 

 

 18 And so will we never turn a- | way from you; 

  give us life, that we may call up- | on your name. 

 

 19 Restore us, O Lord | God of hosts; 

  let your face shine upon us, and we | shall be saved. 

 

 

 

 

 



SECOND LESSON 

 

One:  A reading from Romans the 1st chapter: 

 
1 Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel 

of God, 2 which he promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy 

scriptures, 3 the gospel concerning his Son, who was descended from David 

according to the flesh 4 and was declared to be Son of God with power 

according to the spirit of holiness by resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our 

Lord, 5 through whom we have received grace and apostleship to bring about 

the obedience of faith among all the gentiles for the sake of his 

name, 6 including you who are called to belong to Jesus Christ, 

  7 To all God’s beloved in Rome, who are called to be saints: 

  Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

One:           Word of God, word of life. 

 

All:  Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GOSPEL VERSE 



One: The Holy Gospel according to  St. Matthew, the 1st chapter.          

All: Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
18 Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother 

Mary had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was 

found to be pregnant from the Holy Spirit. 19 Her husband Joseph, being a 

righteous man and unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, planned to 

divorce her quietly. 20 But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the 

Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be 

afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy 

Spirit. 21 She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his 

people from their sins.” 22 All this took place to fulfill what had been spoken by 

the Lord through the prophet: 

  
23 “Look, the virgin shall become pregnant and give birth to a son, 

  and they shall name him Emmanuel,” 

 

which means, “God is with us.” 24 When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the 

angel of the Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife 25 but had no marital 

relations with her until she had given birth to a son, and he named him Jesus. 

 

One:          The Gospel of the Lord.         All: Thanks be to God. 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  

 

SERMON 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



HYMN OF THE DAY   ELW 253          He Came Down 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



CREED 

 

One: Together we confess our faith in the words of the Apostles  

Creed: 

 

All:  I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and dead, 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

  



PRAYERS 

 

One:  Let us pray: 

A brief silence. 

 

In our waiting and watching, we come to you in prayer, O God, trusting your 

promise to renew the church, the nations, and the whole creation. 

A brief silence. 

                                                                                                                                         

In the anticipation of these days, prepare our hearts for your arrival. Stir our 

spirits through the gifts of artists, musicians, poets, and preachers, as together 

we proclaim your advent among us. 

… come Holy Spirit 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The earth breaks forth in singing as it heralds the Messiah’s coming. Fill our 

hearts with wonder as we join heaven and nature in announcing this holy birth. 

… Come Holy Spirit 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



You send your saving grace and peace to the nations. Lead us in work for 

justice and care for the common good. May we meet the Christ-child we seek 

in the faces of our neighbors. 

… come Holy Spirit 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When tears of grief, exhaustion, or loneliness come, or physical or emotional 

hurt overwhelms us, come to our aid. Uphold all who are anxious, who know the 

challenges of depression, or who are ill (especially)Claudette Briere, Ed Costa, 

Norm and Polly Cote, Deloris Jay, Carol Clark, Elia Herlinda Soteldo Cuica, 

Kayann Laughlin, Timothy Alexander, The Wurst Family, Rev Bob Kocher, Carly 

Hoeni, Shelly Stama, Eric Ball, Connor McCaffrey, Marc Bouchard, Jeffery 

Lindenberg, Jim Bellig, Diane Hazel, Linnea Micciulla, Phil Stinnett, Susan Poutre, 

Krista Seckinger, Carly King, Christine Covel, the Demello family, Connie 

Wisneski, John and Wilma Minnick.  

… come Holy Spirit 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



You invite all people to your table of grace. Make this a community of radical 

hospitality where all feel loved and celebrated. Show us how to better 

welcome visitors and bless the ministries of hospitality in this place such as ELCA 

World Hunger and our local food pantries including Share, bless the efforts of 

AMMPARO, the ELCA congregations of the New Hampshire conference, 

Habitat for Humanity, Lutheran Disaster Response, Sleep in Heavenly Peace, 

Family Promise of Southern New Hampshire, Border Servant Corps, His mansion.                                                                                   

…come Holy Spirit 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Surround expectant parents and those suffering from infant loss with 

communities of support. Bless young children and new parents. Guide us in 

ways that provide safety for all children and those who care for them.  

… come Holy Spirit 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                   Here other intercessions may be offered. 

 

We give thanks for all who have treasured the gospel and lived in faithful 

service. Strengthen our earthly journeys until, at the last, your face shines upon 

us and we are held in your in love.  

… come Holy Spirit 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Draw near to us, O God, as we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your 

mercy through Jesus Christ, Emmanuel. 

Amen. 

 

PEACE 

 

One:  The peace of the Lord be with you. 

 

All:  And also with you. 

 

 

OFFERING 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



AS THE GRAINS OF WHEAT 

 

 
 

One:  Let us pray: 

 

  Merciful God, 

 

All: everything in heaven and earth belongs to you.  We joyfully release 

what you have entrusted to us.  May these gifts be signs of our whole 

lives returned to you, dedicated to the healing and unity of all 

creation, through Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PREFACE 

 

In altar version of “Now the Feast and Celebration” 

 

 

 
 

 



 
 

 
 



 
 

One:  Together we pray the prayer our Lord taught us: 

    

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven, 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

As we forgive those 

who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours, 

now and forever.  Amen. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



COMMUNION HYMN       ELW 496     One Bread, One Body 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

BLESSING 

 

One: Receive a blessing from the Lord: 

 

 May God bless us and keep us. 

 May God’s face shine on us and be gracious 

 May God look on us with favor and T give us peace. 

 

All: Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                                            



One:  Go in peace and serve the Lord 

All: Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE           Steve Kennedy 
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OneLicense #A-731180 

 

Nunc Dimittis by Morten J. Luvaas (used with permission) 
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WORSHIP 

ASSISTANTS 

 

Dec. 21st  

4th Sunday of 

Advent 

Christmas Eve 

Candlelight 

Service  

4:00 pm 

Dec. 28th  

1st Sunday of 

Christmas  

Preacher & Presider K. Hester K. Hester K. Hester 

Liturgist T. Costa T. Costa B. Mitchell 

Musician Steve Kennedy J. Abrams J. Abrams 

Reader S. Steffensmeier K. Brundage Doreen Rinas 

Greeters/Ushers Balls G. De Noble Drakes 

Altar R. Meldrum  T. Drake 

Bread Schurs D. Cordts T. Costa 

Tech D. Schur  R. Neukam 

Snacks 
R. Meldrum & 

Doreen Rinas 
Not Needed K. Hester 

Lead Counter L. Rosse  B. Mitchell 

 


