
Ash Wednesday 

February 18, 2026, 7:00 PM 
 

from Lutheran Book of Worship (LBW)  

Evening Prayer Vespers (p. 142 ff) 

 

WORDS OF WELCOME 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                       Remember you are dust… 

 

Silence to prepare our hearts for worship 

 

SERVICE OF LIGHT 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

As the hymn is sung, the candles on and near the altar are lighted. 

 

 



 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY     Let us pray.                                                                                        

A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 

Almighty and ever-living God, you hate nothing you have made, and you 
forgive the sins of all who are penitent. Create in us new and honest hearts, so 
that, truly repenting of our sins, we may receive from you, the God of all mercy, 
full pardon and forgiveness through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.   
Amen. 



A reading from 2nd Samuel 12:1-15 which tells of Nathan confronting King David 
after David has had Uriah killed so that he could possess Uriah’s wife 
Bathsheba: 

121 and the LORD sent Nathan to David. He came to him, and said to him, 
“There were two men in a certain city, the one rich and the other poor. 2 The 
rich man had very many flocks and herds; 3 but the poor man had nothing but 
one little ewe lamb, which he had bought. He brought it up, and it grew up 
with him and with his children; it used to eat of his meager fare, and drink from 
his cup, and lie in his bosom, and it was like a daughter to him. 4 Now there 
came a traveler to the rich man, and he was loath to take one of his own flock 
or herd to prepare for the wayfarer who had come to him, but he took the 
poor man’s lamb, and prepared that for the guest who had come to 
him.” 5 Then David’s anger was greatly kindled against the man. He said to 
Nathan, “As the LORD lives, the man who has done this deserves to die; 6 he shall 
restore the lamb fourfold, because he did this thing, and because he had no 
pity.” 
7 Nathan said to David, “You are the man! Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel: 
I anointed you king over Israel, and I rescued you from the hand of Saul; 8 I 
gave you your master’s house, and your master’s wives into your bosom, and 
gave you the house of Israel and of Judah; and if that had been too little, I 
would have added as much more. 9 Why have you despised the word of 
the LORD, to do what is evil in his sight? You have struck down Uriah the Hittite 
with the sword, and have taken his wife to be your wife, and have killed him 
with the sword of the Ammonites. 10 Now therefore the sword shall never depart 
from your house, for you have despised me, and have taken the wife of Uriah 
the Hittite to be your wife. 11 Thus says the LORD: I will raise up trouble against you 
from within your own house; and I will take your wives before your eyes, and 
give them to your neighbor, and he shall lie with your wives in the sight of this 
very sun. 12 For you did it secretly; but I will do this thing before all Israel, and 
before the sun.” 13 David said to Nathan, “I have sinned against the LORD.” 
Nathan said to David, “Now the LORD has put away your sin; you shall not die. 
14 Nevertheless, because by this deed you have utterly scorned the LORD, the 
child that is born to you shall die.” 15 Then Nathan went to his house. 

Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 



 

Homily 
 

Knowing Ourselves 

 

 

 

Beautiful Things    ACS 925 

 

 

 

 

  



 

PSALMODY 

 

 



Silence for meditation. 

 

Let the incense of our repentant prayer ascend before you, O Lord, and let your 
lovingkindness descend upon us, that with purified minds we may sing your praises with the 
Church on earth and the whole heavenly host, and may glorify you forever and ever. 

Amen 

 

In many and various ways God spoke to his people of old by the prophets. 

But now in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son. 

 



 

  



A responsive reading from Psalm 51:1-17 which David pours his heart out to God after 
Nathan has confronted him over his sins with Bathsheba and Uriah. 

 1Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; 
  in your great compassion blot out my offenses. 
 2Wash me through and through from my wickedness, 
  and cleanse me from my sin. 
 3For I know my offenses, 
  and my sin is ever before me. 
 4Against you only have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight; 
  so you are justified when you speak and right in your judgment. 
 5Indeed, I was born steeped in wickedness, 
  a sinner from my  mother’s womb. 
 6Indeed, you delight in truth deep within me, 
  and would have me know wisdom deep within. 
 7Remove my sins with hyssop, and I shall be clean; 
  wash me, and I shall be purer than snow. 
 8Let me hear joy and gladness; 
  that the body you have broken may rejoice. 
 9Hide your face from my sins, 
  and blot out all my wickedness. 
 10Create in me a clean heart, O God, 
  and renew a right spirit within me. 
 11Cast me not away from your presence, 
  and take not your Holy Spirit from me. 
 12Restore to me the joy of your salvation 
  and sustain me with your bountiful Spirit. 
 13Let me teach your ways to offenders, 
  and sinners shall be restored to you. 
 14Rescue me from bloodshed, O God of my salvation, 
  and my tongue shall sing of your righteousness. 
 15O Lord, open my lips, 
  and my mouth shall proclaim your praise. 
 16For you take no delight in sacrifice, or I would give it. 
  You are not pleased with burnt offering. 
 17The sacrifice of God is a troubled spirit; 
  a troubled and broken heart, O God, you will not despise.  

Imposition of Ashes 

You are invited to come forward and to receive the mark of the ashes on your 
forehead and/or your hand.   

“Remember you are dust and to dust you shall return”     “Amen” 



ELW 592  Just As I am Without One Plea 

 



 

 

For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 

 

 

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity 
of all, let us pray to the Lord. 

 

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 

 

For all servants of the Church, and for all the people, let us pray to the Lord. 

 

For our public servants, for the government and those who protect us, that they may be 
upheld and strengthened in every good deed, let us pray to the Lord. 

 

For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and protection in this and every place, 
let us pray to the Lord. 

 



For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this congregation, those who toil, 
those who sing, and all the people here present who await from the Lord great and 
abundant mercy, let us pray to the Lord. 

 

For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, and for peaceful times, 
let us pray to the Lord. 

 

For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need, let us pray to the Lord. 

 

For the faithful who have gone before us and are at rest, let us give thanks to the Lord. 

 

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

 

Silence for meditation 

 

Rejoicing in the fellowship of all the saints, let us commend ourselves, one another, and our 
whole life to Christ, our Lord. 

 

O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works: Give to us, 
your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey 
your commandments; and also that we, being defended from the fear of our enemies, may 
live in peace and quietness; through the merits of Jesus Christ our Savior, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, God forever. 

Amen 

 



 

HOLY COMMUNION 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 
 

POST COMMUNION BLESSING 

 

OFFERING 

Please place offerings in the basket in the narthex 

REMEMBERING & RENEWING REFLECTION 

Lord God, you have called your servants to ventures of which we cannot see the ending, by 
paths as yet untrodden, through perils unknown. Give us faith to go out with good courage, 
not knowing where we go, but only that your hand is leading us and your love supporting us; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.   Amen 

BENEDICTION 

 



ELW 608  Softly and Tenderly Jesus is Calling 

 

 

from sundaysandseasons.com. 
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Please come back next week (and bring some friends) 
as we continue our Lenten series with  

soup supper at 6:00 PM and service at 7:00 PM 
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