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Mass of 
Steady Light 

Dedicated with gratitude to those who 

gather, sing, and trust the work of worship. 



PRELUDE                     Jon Abrams 

WORDS OF WELCOME 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, T one God, 

the fountain of living water, 

the rock who gave us birth, 

our light and our salvation. 

Amen. 

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, 

we are clothed with God's mercy and forgiveness. 

Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 

Water is poured into the font 

We give you thanks, O God, 

for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters 

and by your Word you created the world, 

calling forth life in which you took delight. 

 Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family. 

Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. 

At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. 

By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons, 

making us heirs of your promise and servants of all. 

 

We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, 

and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ. 

Shower us with your Spirit, 

and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love. 

To you be given honor and praise 

through Jesus Christ our Lord 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.  Amen. 



GATHERING HYMN            Dakota Road     All Are Welcome      Hans Peterson    Larry Olson 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you.  

 



 

 



 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Holy God, you confound the world’s wisdom in giving your kingdom to the lowly and the pure in heart. 
Give us such a hunger and thirst for justice, and perseverance in striving for peace, that in our words and 
deeds the world may see the life of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



FIRST READING 

A reading from the 6th chapter of Micah:  
 
 1 Hear what the Lord says: 
  Rise, plead your case before the mountains, 
  and let the hills hear your voice. 
 2 Hear, you mountains, the case of the Lord, 
  and you enduring foundations of the earth, 
 for the Lord has a case against his people, 
  and he will contend with Israel. 
 
 3 “O my people, what have I done to you? 
  In what have I wearied you? Answer me! 
 4 For I brought you up from the land of Egypt 
  and redeemed you from the house of slavery, 
 and I sent before you Moses, 
  Aaron, and Miriam. 
 5 O my people, remember now what King Balak of Moab devised, 
  what Balaam son of Beor answered him, 
 and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal, 
  that you may know the saving acts of the Lord.” 
 
 6 “With what shall I come before the Lord 
  and bow myself before God on high? 
 Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, 
  with calves a year old? 
 7 Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams, 
  with ten thousands of rivers of oil? 
 Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, 
  the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?” 
 8 He has told you, O mortal, what is good, 
  and what does the Lord require of you 
 but to do justice and to love kindness 
  and to walk humbly with your God? 
 
Word of God, word of life.         Thanks be to God 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PSALMODY   15 (sung responsively) 

 
1 Lord, who may dwell in your | tabernacle? 
  Who may abide upon your | holy hill? 
 
 2 Those who lead a blameless life and do | what is right, 
  who speak the truth | from their heart;  
 
 3 they do not slander with the tongue, they do no evil | to their friends; 
  they do not cast discredit up- | on a neighbor. 
 
 4 In their sight the wicked are rejected, but they honor those who | fear the Lord. 
  They have sworn upon their health and do not take | back their word. 
 
 5 They do not give their money in hope of gain, nor do they take bribes a- | gainst the innocent. 
  Those who do these things shall never be | overthrown. 
 

SECOND READING 

A reading from the 1st chapter of 1 Corinthians: 
 
 

18 The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the 
power of God. 19 For it is written, 

 
 “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 

  and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 
 
20 Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scholar? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish 
the wisdom of the world? 21 For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, God 
decided, through the foolishness of the proclamation, to save those who believe. 22 For Jews ask for signs and 
Greeks desire wisdom, 23 but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to 
gentiles, 24 but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of 
God. 25 For God’s foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God’s weakness is stronger than human strength. 
26 Consider your own call, brothers and sisters: not many of you were wise by human standards, not many were 
powerful, not many were of noble birth. 27 But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose 
what is weak in the world to shame the strong; 28 God chose what is low and despised in the world, things that are 
not, to abolish things that are, 29 so that no one might boast in the presence of God. 30 In contrast, God is why you 
are in Christ Jesus, who became for us wisdom from God, and righteousness and sanctification and 
redemption, 31 in order that, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.” 
 
Word of God, word of life.   Thanks be to God 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GOSPEL READING 
 

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew the 5th chapter. Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
 

1 When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain, and after he sat down, his disciples came to 
him. 2 And he began to speak and taught them, saying: 
  3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
  4 “Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 
  5 “Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 
  6 “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. 
  7 “Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 
  8 “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 
  9 “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 
  10 “Blessed are those who are persecuted for the sake of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven. 
  11 “Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you 
falsely on my account. 12 Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way 
they persecuted the prophets who were before you.” 

 

This is the Gospel of the Lord.      Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
CHILDREN'S MESSAGE 

SERMON 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



HYMN OF THE DAY             ACS 1062     Build a Longer Table 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



APOSTLES’ CREED  

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION                                                                          

As God’s beloved children united in Christ, let us pray for the church, the whole human community, and the well-
being of the earth, our home. 

A brief silence. 
 
God our wisdom, renew the church in the power of the Spirit, that it may do justice, love kindness, live humbly, and 
boldly proclaim Christ crucified. We pray for social justice and humanitarian aid ministries (faith-based 
organizations may be named). 
Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 
God our source, we honor you by caring wisely for your creation. We pray for the health of old growth forests, ice 
caps, and ocean currents. Preserve the diversity of life on earth.  
Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 
God our righteousness, raise up visionary leaders who serve with integrity and respect human rights. Increase 
freedom in every nation. Protect educators, journalists, artists, and religious activists who are reviled for speaking 
truth. 
Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 
God our advocate, you give hope to all who suffer because of persecution, poverty, or war. Reunite separated 
families and bring orphaned children to safety. Comfort any who grieve or suffer in any way (especially)Claudette 
Briere, Ed Costa, Norm and Polly Cote, Deloris Jay, Carol Clark, Elia Herlinda Soteldo Cuica, Kayann Laughlin, 
Timothy Alexander, The Wurst Family, Rev Bob Kocher, Shelly Stama, Eric Ball, Connor McCaffrey, Marc Bouchard, 
Jeffery Lindenberg, Jim Bellig, Diane Hazel, Linnea Micciulla, Phil Stinnett, Susan Poutre, Krista Seckinger, Carly 
King, Christine Covel, the Demello family, John and Wilma Minnick, Karma, Barbara Scholz.  
Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 



You invite all people to your table of grace. Make this a community of radical hospitality where all feel loved and 
celebrated. Show us how to better welcome visitors and bless the ministries of hospitality in this place such as 
ELCA World Hunger and our local food pantries including Share, bless the efforts of AMMPARO, the ELCA 
congregations of the New Hampshire conference, Habitat for Humanity, Lutheran Disaster Response, Sleep in 
Heavenly Peace, Family Promise of Southern New Hampshire, Border Servant Corps, His mansion.                                                                                   
Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 
God our blessing, we pray for the children and youth of this congregation, and for parents, grandparents, mentors, 
teachers, and youth ministers who model love for their neighbor and care for others. 
Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 
God who sustains us in our lives and tends as we are dying, we pray for churches and communities that are 
struggling to keep their doors open.  We pray for those people and communities we know that are on death’s door 
and for those churches going through holy closure such as Christ the Good Shepherd Lutheran in Salem, Oregon.  
Thank you for rich years of abundant ministry.  Thank you for the blessed rest you give the dead.  Whether we live or 
whether we die we are the Lord’s.   
Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 

God our joy, we give thanks for the lives of those before us who journeyed humbly with you. 
Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 
Confident that the Holy Spirit receives our prayers and answers us, we commend all for whom we pray to 
God’s loving-kindness made known to us in Christ Jesus our Savior. Amen. 
 
 

 

    SENDING PRAYER FOR HONDURAS TRIP  Prayers for Pastor David &   
   Doreen Rinas, Jeff Cordts, Bishop Nathan Pipho and the team.    

 
 

 

PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always.  And also with you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

OFFERING 

 
 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 

Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed us with these gifts: 
our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we have gathered, in feeding the world with 
your love, through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.   Amen. 



THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you.   And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts.   We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. 

By the leading of a star he was shown forth to all nations; 

in the waters of the Jordan you proclaimed him your beloved Son; 

and in the miracle of water turned to wine he revealed your glory. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 



Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: 

Blessed are you for the birth of creation. 

Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. 

Blessed are you for your promise to your people. 

Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. 

Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will. 

Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, 

the Word made flesh. 

  

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 

T Christ has died. 
T Christ is risen. 
T Christ will come again. 

  

 

 

 



With this bread and cup 

we remember your Word dwelling among us, 

full of grace and truth. 

We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. 

We look with hope for his coming.   Come, Lord Jesus. 

  

Holy God, we long for your Spirit. 

Come among us. 

Bless this meal. 

May your Word take flesh in us. 

Awaken your people. 

Fill us with your light. 

Bring the gift of peace on earth.   Come, Holy Spirit. 

  

All praise and glory are yours, 

Holy One of Israel, 

Word of God incarnate, 

Power of the Most High, 

one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 

LORD'S PRAYER 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  

Amen. 



COMMUNION 

 

 

 



COMMUNION HYMN    ELW 522   As We Gather at Your Table 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                 

 



POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you have united us with Christ, making us 
one with all your people. Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit, that we may proclaim your 
redeeming love to the world and continue forever in the risen life of Jesus Christ, our Lord.   Amen. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

BLESSING 

• The God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one another, in 
accordance with Christ Jesus.  Amen. 

• The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in hope by the 
power of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

• The God of all grace ☩ bless you now and forever.  Amen. 

 

SENDING HYMN           ELW 669       Rise Up, O Saints of God!         



SENDING 

Go and let your light so shine before others...    That God might be glorified.  Amen. 

POSTLUDE                   Jon Abrams 

 

T     T     T 
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WORSHIP 

ASSISTANTS 

February 1st 

4th Sunday after 

Epiphany 

February 8th 

5th Sunday after 

Epiphany 

February 15th 

Transfiguration of Our 

Lord 

Preacher & Presider K. Hester E. Costa K. Hester 

Liturgist T. Costa B. Mitchell Doreen Rinas 

Musician J. Abrams J. Abrams J. Abrams 

Reader L. Schur J. Reitter David Rinas 

Greeters/Ushers Drakes Schurs Costas 

Altar T. Drake R. Meldrum M. Ball 

Bread T. Costa D. Cordts Schurs 

Tech R. Neukam R. Meldrum D. Schur 

Snacks 
R. Meldrum  

& Doreen Rinas 

K. Hester  

& MMC 
C. Wisneski  

Lead Counter L. Rossé  B. Mitchell Meldrum 

MUSIC LICENSES AND PERMISSIONS 

Liturgy and other music managed by GIA Publications are reprinted 

and streamed through OneLicense: A-731180.  Music managed by 

CCLI are reprinted and streamed through CCLI Licenses 11467796 

and 20856211 respectively. 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Pastor Karl will be on retreat with our Episcopalian brothers and sisters tonight through midday 
Wednesday at St. Methodios in Contoocook.  If you need urgent pastoral care during this time, please 
contact Pastor Kim Hester by voice or text at 571-330-6408.  You can also e-mail her at 
pastor@ctknashua.org. 

Family Promise meal is tomorrow.  Please have any food you are dropping at the church here by 
3:45. Trudi Costa is bringing the food to Family Promise.  If you have questions or an issue, please reach 
out to her. 

 Beer and Hymns at Union Coffee, Wednesday 6:00-8:00  

 

We will be collecting food for SHARE the items for February: Canned Fruit, Flour, Sugar, Coffee & Tea, 
Juice, Instant Rice, Cold Cereal, Instant Oatmeal Packets, Individually Wrapped Snacks. There will be a 
basket in the narthex. 

It is now even easier to make one time or recurring gifts online to our general fund and/or our monthly 
special appeal.  You can go to our web page (www.messiahnh.org) and then click on "online giving" in the 
navigation menu to be taken to our Vanco giving page.  If you have questions please reach out to our 
financial secretary, Jonathan Rossé, at messiahfinancialsecnh@gmail.com. 

This is a request for an altar volunteer: once every 4-5 weeks… involves setting up for communion and 
cleaning up after, placing pitcher of water on baptismal font. May set up on Saturday. Flexible if unable to 
make it on your assigned day. If we could get 6 people, it would be every 6 weeks. Thank you for 
considering this. Please let Pastor Karl or Joanne or Marge know. 
 
Ash Wednesday is on February 18 this year.  We will have our service of imposition of ashes, prayer, and 
communion at 7:00 PM.  Please plan to join us.  If you cannot make it in the evening and would like to 
receive imposition of ashes and communion as part of a pastoral visit during the day please contact 
Pastor Karl to make arrangements. 

SPECIAL OFFERING:  January – March          "End 68 Hours of Hunger!" 

A new program is starting in Amherst & Mont Vernon to eliminate hunger for children on the 
weekends.  We at Messiah are collecting money that will be used for perishables, e.g. bread, tortillas, 
allergy-specific foods and other ways to fill gaps that might emerge.   

If you would like to help, please write checks to Messiah with "Special Offering" in the memo line.  We 
hope to send the first check by mid-February.  Thank you! Marge and Doreen 

 


