November 30, 2025
1st Sunday of Advent
Messiah Lutheran Church, Amherst, NH
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CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

One: Alleluial Christ is risen.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, *I- one God, whose steadfast love is
everlasting, whose faithfulness endures from generation to

generation.
All: Amen.
One: Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.
Reconciling God,

we confess that we do not trust your abundance,

and we deny your presence in our lives.

We place our hope in ourselves

and rely on our own efforts.

We fail to believe that you provide enough for all.
We abuse your good creation for our own benefit.

We fear difference and do not welcome others

as you have welcomed us.

We sin in thought, word, and deed.

By your grace, forgive us;

through your love, renew us;

and in your Spirit, lead us;

so that we may live and serve you in newness of life. Amen.

One: Beloved of God,
by the radical abundance of divine mercy
we have peace with God through 1+ Christ Jesus,
through whom we have obtained grace upon grace.
Our sins are forgiven.
Let us live now in hope.
For hope does not disappoint,
because God’s love has been poured into our hearts
through the Holy Spirit.

All: Amen.



OPENING HYMN ELW 438

My Lord What a Morning

Text: African American spiritual
Music: BURLEIGH, African American spiritual
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One: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ *1+, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

All: And also with you.
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NOW THE FEAST
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

One: Let us pray

a brief silence
Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection save us
from the threatening dangers of our sins, and enlighten our walk in the way of
your salvation, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.
All: Amen.

FIRST LESSON

One: A reading from Isaiah the 2nd chapter:

'The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem.

2In days to come
the mountain of the Lord’s house
shall be established as the highest of the mountains
and shall be raised above the hills;
all the nations shall stream to it.
3Many peoples shall come and say,
“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord,
to the house of the God of Jacob,
that he may teach us his ways
and that we may walk in his paths.”
For out of Zion shall go forth instruction
and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem.
4He shall judge between the nations
and shall arbitrate for many peoples;
they shall beat their swords into plowshares
and their spears into pruning hooks;
nation shall not lift up sword against nation;
neither shall they learn war any more.
50O house of Jacob,
come, let us walk
in the light of the Lord!

Word of God, word of life. All: Thanks be to God.



PSALMODY 122 (sung)

MLC Psalm tones by J. Abrams 2024

MLC Psalm Tone IV
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'l was glad when they | said to me,
“Let us go to the house | of the Lord.”

2Now our | feet are standing
within your gates, | O Jerusalem.

3 Jerusalem is built I as a city
that is at unity | with itself;

4to which the tribes go up, the tribes | of the Lord,
the assembly of Israel, to praise the name | of the Lord.

SFor there are the | thrones of judgment,
the thrones of the | house of David.

¢ Pray for the peace ! of Jerusalem:
“May they pros- | per who love you.

7Peace be with- I in your walls
and quietness with- I in your towers.

8 For the sake of my kindred | and companions,
| pray for | your prosperity.

? Because of the house of the | Lord our God,
| will seek to | do you good.”



SECOND LESSON

One: A reading from Romans the 13t chapter:

11 Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is already the moment for you to
wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became
believers; 12the night is far gone; the day is near. Let us then throw off the works
of darkness and put on the armor of light; 13let us walk decently as in the day,
not in reveling and drunkenness, not in illicit sex and licentiousness, not in
quarreling and jealousy. “Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no
provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.

One: Word of God, word of life.
All: Thanks be to God.
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One: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 24th chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said to the disciples,]

3¢ “About that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of heaven, nor
the Son, but only the Father. 37 For as the days of Noah were, so will be the
coming of the Son of Man. 38 For as in the days before the flood they were
eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day Noah
entered the ark, 3? and they knew nothing until the flood came and swept them
all away, so, too, will be the coming of the Son of Man. 9 Then two will be in the
field; one will be taken, and one will be left. 41 Two women will be grinding meal
together; one will be taken, and one will be left. 2Keep awake, therefore, for
you do not know on what day your Lord is coming. 43But understand this: if the
owner of the house had known in what part of the night the thief was coming,
he would have stayed awake and would not have let his house be broken
into. 44 Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an
hour you do not expect.”

One: The Gospel of the Lord.

All: Thanks be to God.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

SERMON



HYMN OF THE DAY ACS 949 Keep Your Lamps Trimmed and Burning

Dbt ———— i
|
G :l FE‘ 3
1 Keep your lamps trimmed and bum - ing, keep your
2 Dark-er mid - night lies be - fore us, dark - er
3 Lo, the morn - ing soon is break - ing, lo, the
4 Keep your lamps trimmed burn - ing, keep your
— /_\‘
Q—E—L—P—Q —3—F ——
J L 1V | 1 | 1 | I | 1 |
< TV | 1 | 1 | | | | |
0 | . : ’
AL T T T — =1— } s } I
Ll J | -’I- -’j- I | = | T | |
lamps trimmed and  burn - ing, keep your lamps
mid - night lies be - fore us, dark -er mid - night
morn - ing soon is break - ing, lo, the morn - ing
lamps trimmed and  burn - ing, keep your lamps
o
e - g —
; a = —F
—1 — I I
I I I | —  I—
n . . y | K
o —] — e e
Ll - J 1 q
<3 7 FE = o ¥ e 4 o
trimmed and burn = ing, for this work’s al - most done.
lies be - fore us, for this work’s al - most done.
soon is break - ing, for this work’s  al - most done.
trimmed and burn - ing, for this work’s al - most done.

L
%‘J

7 - I —— J
P B [ 1
—_T T | T | ol | |
Refrain =
n_ 1., n : | J ~~— : | | —_
D — I o — : i :’ N —
§ 77 B P

Chil-dren, don’t grow wea - ry; chil-dren, don’t grow wea - 1y;

|,lg g £ .~ 47

e ——+ =t =
o : l J I":\'ﬁ. . | \ i
YIDI;\| T ﬂll 1 1 1 T I- 1 1

[]

F— f f Re—e—-2

chil-dren, don’t grow  wea - ry, for this work’s al-most done.

ENEPE. {dcc .

\
Y
—_

Text: African American spiritual
Music: KEEP YOUR LAMPS, African American spiritual



CREED

One:

All:

PRAYERS

One:

Together we confess our faith in the words of the Apostles
Creed:

| believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the Virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and dead,
| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic Church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

Let us pray:
A brief silence.

In our waiting and watching, we come to you in prayer, O God, trusting your
promise to renew the church, the nations, and the whole creation.
... come Holy Spirit

0 u

G I | T F—F—— k
D . — e ’—-e o

The Spir - it in - ter - cedes for us with

0N u End

P A . 1T I | I— |

! [ ] ] ‘}{ ‘I\ | | | *I :

Mﬁ,} ¥ 4 =0 e o °® S

sighs too deep for words to ex - press. Oh, oh.



God of the people, we come seeking wisdom and instruction. Uphold and
strengthen lay leaders, teachers, deacons, pastors, and bishops. Teach us your
ways and lead us in your paths.

... come Holy Spirit
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God of the earth, we seek your goodness in the grandeur of creation. Empower
us to care for forests and oceans, as we see you in the world around us.

... come Holy Spirit
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God of the nations, grant wisdom to leaders, judges, and mediators. Cast out
words of hate and transform them into words for building up community.
Remake implements of war to sow peace.

... come Holy Spirit
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God of healing, bring comfort and strength. We pray for our kindred and
companions who are ill or despairing (especially) Claudette Briere, Ed Costaq,
Norm and Polly Cote, Deloris Jay, Carol Clark, Elia Herlinda Soteldo Cuica,
Kayann Laughlin, Terri and Mike Yensz, Timothy Alexander, The Wurst Family, Rev
Bob Kocher, Carly Hoeni, Shelly Stama, Eric Ball, Connor McCaffrey, Marc
Bouchard, Jeffery Lindenberg, Jim Bellig, Diane Hazel, Linnea Micciulla, Phil
Stinnett, Susan Poutre, Krista Seckinger, Carly King and the Demello

family. Surround all with care and consolation. ...come Holy Spirit
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You invite all people to your table of grace. Make this a community of radical
hospitality where all feel loved and celebrated. Show us how to better
welcome visitors and bless the ministries of hospitality in this place such as ELCA
World Hunger and our local food pantries including Share, bless the efforts of
AMMPAROQO, the ELCA congregations of the New Hampshire conference,
Habitat for Humanity, Lutheran Disaster Response, Sleep in Heavenly Peace,
Family Promise of Southern New Hampshire, Border Servant Corps, His mansion.

... come Holy Spirit
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God of new possibilities, when addiction wounds, jealousy tears down, and
relationships fray, show us how to journey with one another. Nurture therapists,
counselors, and sponsors in their care for others.

... come Holy Spirit
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God of all time, build up our lives that we would reflect your grace. At the last,
bring us with all the saints (especially) to your holy city where peace and
goodness make a home.

... come Holy Spirit
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Draw near to us, O God, as we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your
mercy through Jesus Christ, Emmanuel. Amen.

PEACE

One: The peace of the Lord be with you.
All: And also with you.
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One: Let us pray:
Merciful God,

All: everything in heaven and earth belongs to you. We joyfully release
what you have entrusted to us. May these gifts be signs of our whole
lives returned to you, dedicated to the healing and unity of all
creation, through Jesus Christ. Amen.
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EUCHARISTIC ACCLAMATION 2
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THROUGH CHRIST, WITH CHRIST, IN CHRIST
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One: Together we pray the prayer our Lord taught us:

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,

your will be done,

on earth as in heaven,

Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins

As we forgive those

who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.
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*At the repeal, one or more of these verses may be sung, or one of the seasonal verses which follow.

Advent: You give us hope as we wait for you:



COMMUNION HYMN ELW 479
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Text: Ray Makeever, b. 1943
Music: HUNGRY FEAST, Ray Makeever
Text and music © 1982 Ray Makeever, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copytight administrator.

After all have returned to their places, the minister may say these or

words:

similan

Presider: May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the gifts of his body and

blood strengthen, keep and unite us, now and for ever.

Congregation: Amen.,
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

BLESSING
One: Receive a blessing from the Lord:
May God bless us and keep us.
May God'’s face shine on us and be gracious
May God look on us with favor and -~ give us peace.
All: Amen.
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One: Go in peace and serve the Lord
All: Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE J. Abrams

Licenses used and permissions granted are gratefully
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