
Easter Vigil (TRIDUUM DAY 3) 
April 4, 2026 
7:00 pm                                                                                          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome to worship.  We are glad you are here.  Please come join us tomorrow 
morning for our Easter celebrations. 

 

Ministers: All God’s people at Messiah 
Rev. Karl Hester, Pastor  
Jon Abrams, Music Director 



INTRODUCTION 
 
The service begins in darkness (weather permitting outside by the fire pit, otherwise in the 
narthex). All gather in silence. 
 
GREETING 
One: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ T, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 
All: And also with you. 
 
One: Sisters and brothers in Christ, on this most holy night when our Savior Jesus Christ 

passed from death to life, we gather with the church throughout the world in vigil and 
prayer. This is the Passover of Jesus Christ. Through light and the word, through water 
and oil, bread and wine, we proclaim Christ's death and resurrection, share Christ's 
triumph over sin and death, and await Christ's coming again in glory. 

 
The new fire is lighted. The presiding minister waits until the fire is burning before praying. 
 
One: Let us pray. 
All: Eternal God, in Jesus Christ you have given the light of life to all the world.  Bless this 

new fire, and increase in us a desire to shine forth with the brightness of Christ's 
rising, until we feast at the banquet of eternal light; through the Sun of righteousness, 
Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 
The presiding minister lights the paschal candle, using a taper from the fire, and sings or says: 
 
One: The light of Christ, rising in glory, dispel the darkness of our hearts and minds. 
 

The assembly processes to outside the front door. 
The assistant lifts the candle so that all may see it. 

The pastor sings and the assembly responds: 
 
One: The light of Christ.   All:  Thanks be to God. 
 

The assembly processes into the narthex. 
The assistant lifts the paschal candle 

and the Pastor sings on a higher tone: 
 
 
 
 
 



One: The light of Christ.   All:  Thanks be to God. 
 

The assembly processes and gathers around the font. 
The assistant takes the paschal candle to the font,  

lifts it high, dips it in the water at the font.  
The Pastor sings on a still higher tone: 

 
One:  The light of Christ.  All:  Thanks be to God. 
 

The paschal candle is placed in its stand in the narthex 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
One:   Let us pray.  Eternal giver of life and light, this holy night shines with the radiance of the 
risen Christ. Renew your church with the Spirit given us in baptism, that we may worship you 
in sincerity and truth and may shine as a light in the world, through your Son, Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.    All:   
Amen. 
 

The assembly is seated. 
 

VIGIL READINGS, RESPONSES, AND PRAYERS 
 

Each reading is followed by a sung response. After the response there is silence for reflection, 
followed by a prayer. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



FIRST READING: Isaiah 55:1-11, NRSVUE 
 
1 Hear, everyone who thirsts; 
    come to the waters; 
and you who have no money, 
    come, buy and eat! 
Come, buy wine and milk 
    without money and without price. 
2 Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread 
    and your earnings for that which does not satisfy? 
Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good, 
    and delight yourselves in rich food. 
3 Incline your ear, and come to me; 
    listen, so that you may live. 
I will make with you an everlasting covenant, 
    my steadfast, sure love for David. 
4 See, I made him a witness to the peoples, 
    a leader and commander for the peoples. 
5 Now you shall call nations that you do not know, 
    and nations that do not know you shall run to you, 
because of the Lord your God, the Holy One of Israel, 
    for he has glorified you. 
6 Seek the Lord while he may be found; 
    call upon him while he is near; 
7 let the wicked forsake their way 
    and the unrighteous their thoughts; 
let them return to the Lord, that he may have mercy on them, 
    and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon. 
8 For my thoughts are not your thoughts, 
    nor are your ways my ways, says the Lord. 
9 For as the heavens are higher than the earth, 
    so are my ways higher than your ways 
    and my thoughts than your thoughts. 
10 For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven 
    and do not return there until they have watered the earth, 
making it bring forth and sprout, 
    giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 
11  so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; 
    it shall not return to me empty, 
but it shall accomplish that which I purpose 
    and succeed in the thing for which I sent it. 
 



FIRST Song—       ELW 641         All Are Welcome  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



FIRST PRAYER                                            Silent reflection. 
 
One: God, you welcome us into community with you through baptism.  You sate our hunger, 

you slake our thirst, you heal our wounds, you show us the full extent of your love, you 
give us every good gift. 

  
 Help us welcome all who would come in your name. 
 

Send your words that do not return to you empty into our lives.  Teach us about justice 
and repentance and patience in our faith knowing that every promise from you is “Yes” 
and “Amen” in Christ Jesus.   All: Amen. 

 
SECOND READING: Micah 6:1-8, NRSVUE 
 
1 Hear what the Lord says: 
    Rise, plead your case before the mountains, 
    and let the hills hear your voice. 
2 Hear, you mountains, the case of the Lord, 
    and you enduring foundations of the earth, 
for the Lord has a case against his people, 
    and he will contend with Israel. 
3 “O my people, what have I done to you? 
    In what have I wearied you? Answer me! 
4 For I brought you up from the land of Egypt 
    and redeemed you from the house of slavery, 
and I sent before you Moses, 
    Aaron, and Miriam. 
5 O my people, remember now what King Balak of Moab devised, 
    what Balaam son of Beor answered him, 
and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal, 
    that you may know the saving acts of the Lord.” 
What God Requires 
6 “With what shall I come before the Lord 
    and bow myself before God on high? 
Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, 
    with calves a year old? 
7 Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams, 
    with ten thousands of rivers of oil? 
Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, 
    the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?” 
8 He has told you, O mortal, what is good, 
    and what does the Lord require of you 
but to do justice and to love kindness 
    and to walk humbly with your God? 



 
SECOND SONG ELW 723    Canticle of the Turning  
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SECOND PRAYER 
Silent reflection. 

 
One: God we and those in the world are a stiff-necked people. 
 

We put our thumbs on the scales of justice. 
 
We know we are called to be part of humankind, both human and kind, yet we treat 
others made in your image disgracefully at times. 
 
We strut around arrogantly like the Pharisee in the front of the temple when you want 
us to be more like the publican in the back.  We point out our offerings and our piety as 
if to impress you or others, you want us to come in a different spirit. 
 
Send your Holy Spirit that our hearts and minds and lives might be repentantly renewed. 
 
Could it be that our hearts are about to turn?  To come back to you. 
   

 To do justice?  
 To love kindness?  
 And to walk with a renewed humility?   

 
Make it so, O Lord, make it so.   

 
All: Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



THIRD READING: Psalm 51:1-17, NRSVUE 
 
1 Have mercy on me, O God, 
    according to your steadfast love; 
according to your abundant mercy, 
    blot out my transgressions. 
 2 Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, 

    and cleanse me from my sin. 
3 For I know my transgressions, 
    and my sin is ever before me. 
 4 Against you, you alone, have I sinned 

    and done what is evil in your sight, 
so that you are justified in your sentence 
    and blameless when you pass judgment. 

5 Indeed, I was born guilty, 
    a sinner when my mother conceived me. 
 6 You desire truth in the inward being;  

    therefore teach me wisdom in my secret heart. 
7 Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; 
    wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. 
 8 Let me hear joy and gladness; 

    let the bones that you have crushed rejoice. 
9 Hide your face from my sins, 
    and blot out all my iniquities. 
 10 Create in me a clean heart, O God, 

    and put a new and right spirit within me. 
11 Do not cast me away from your presence, 
    and do not take your holy spirit from me. 
 12 Restore to me the joy of your salvation, 

    and sustain in me a willing spirit. 
13 Then I will teach transgressors your ways, 
    and sinners will return to you. 
 14 Deliver me from bloodshed, O God, 

    O God of my salvation, 
    and my tongue will sing aloud of your 
deliverance. 

15 O Lord, open my lips, 
    and my mouth will declare your praise. 
 16 For you have no delight in sacrifice; 

    if I were to give a burnt offering, you would not 
be pleased. 

17 The sacrifice acceptable to God is a broken spirit; 
    a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise. 

 
 



THIRD RESPONSE:   ACS 1053  A River Flows through Babylon 
 



THIRD PRAYER 

Silent reflection. 
 

One: God, we find ourselves in places of isolation and exile.  Some of those places we have 
stumbled into unawares and others we have eagerly chosen.  Some have come about 
from our own sin.  Some have come about from the sins of others. 

 
 You want us to live together in life-giving community. 
 
 You want us to reach out to and welcome those who also find themselves isolated and 

exiled. 
 
 Give us broken spirits and contrite hearts about our complicity and our apathy.  Create 

in us clean hearts and put your Holy Spirit to work in us for your glory. 
All: Amen. 
 
FOURTH READING: Psalm 121, NRSVUE 
 
A Song of Ascents. 
 
1 I lift up my eyes to the hills— 
    from where will my help come? 
 

 2 My help comes from the Lord, 
    who made heaven and earth. 
 

3 He will not let your foot be moved; 
    he who keeps you will not slumber. 
 

 4 He who keeps Israel 
    will neither slumber nor sleep. 
 

5 The Lord is your keeper; 
    the Lord is your shade at your right hand. 
 

 6 The sun shall not strike you by day 
    nor the moon by night. 
 

7 The Lord will keep you from all evil; 
    he will keep your life. 
 

 8 The Lord will keep 
    your going out and your coming in 
    from this time on and forevermore. 

 



FOURTH  SONG –    ELW 266        All Earth Is Hopeful 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



FOURTH PRAYER 
Silent reflection. 

 
One: God, there is nowhere we can go to escape your loving regard.  There is no passage in 

any time or place we traverse that you don’t have a hand in guiding us through.  We lift 
our eyes to you in hope and faith knowing that you who make promises are faithful.  
You are our keeper and our shade.  We can never do enough to make you love us more.  
We can never cause you to love us less.  Thank you 

 
 You are faithful and good.  Shape us into your likeness.  Make us an Imago Dei people. 
  
All: Amen. 
 
HOMILY HO’OPONOPONO 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



EASTER PROCESSION – HALLE, HALLE, HALLE 
 
As the lights in the church are turned up, the altar candles are lighted, bells are rung, the 
people enter the sanctuary and everyone shouts and sings “Alleluia!” 
 
 

 
 
PEACE 
 
COMMUNION    
All who are believe that Jesus is present in the bread and wine are welcome and ready to eat at 
the Lord’s table.  



DIALOGUE 
One: The Lord be with you.   All:   And also with you. 
 

One: Lift up your hearts.       All:   We lift them to the Lord. 
 

One: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.     All:  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

PREFACE 
One: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious resurrection of our 
Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin, who in 
dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought us to eternal life.  And so, with 
Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea 
and all their creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we 
praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

All: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are fully of your 
glory.  Hosanna in the highest.  Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  
Hosanna in the highest. 

 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

One: You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God.  You are most holy, and great is the 
majesty of your glory.   You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, so that 
everyone who believes in him may not perish but have eternal life.  We give you thanks 
for Jesus’ coming into the world to fulfill for us your holy will and to accomplish all 
things for our salvation. 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

All: Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again. 

One: Remembering, therefore, Jesus’ salutary command, his life-giving passion and death, his 
glorious resurrection and ascension, and the promise of his coming again, we give 
thanks to you, O Lord God Almighty, not as we ought but as we are able; we ask you 
mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving and with your Word and Holy Spirit to 
bless us, your servants, and these your own gifts of bread and wine, so that we and all 
who share in the body and blood of Christ may be filled with heavenly blessing and 
grace, and, receiving the forgiveness of sin, may be formed to live as your holy people 
and be given our inheritance with all your saints. 

To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be all  
            honor and glory in your holy church, now and forever. 
All: Amen.  Amen.  Amen. 



INVITATION TO COMMUNION                                                               

One:   This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia. 

COMMUNION 

BENEDICTION  
One: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord's face shine on you with grace and mercy. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.  Amen. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



POSTLUDE                                     Day of Resurrection            ELW 361 
 

  



 

Holy Week 2026 at Messiah Lutheran Church, Amherst, NH 
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