
3RD SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY 

January 23, 2022 

 

Messiah Lutheran Church, Amherst, NH 

 

PRELUDE —                                                                                          Thy Word  

                                                  (Michael Smith, arr. John Carter, pub. Hope) 

  

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS                                                

 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,  

who forgives all our sin, 

whose mercy endures forever. 

Amen. 

 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 

whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 

inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily 

magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

Gracious God, 

have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given 

ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In 

your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we have 

done and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us 

by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness of life through 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

  

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and 

made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the 

name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen 

you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts 

through faith. 

Amen. 



 

GATHERING MUSIC       THY WORD                                        CCLI SONG 14301  

 

 

 



GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ ☩, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

Blessed Lord God, you have caused the holy scriptures to be written for 

the nourishment of your people. Grant that we may hear them, read, 

mark, learn, and inwardly digest them, that, comforted by your promises, 

we may embrace and forever hold fast to the hope of eternal life, 

through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 



FIRST READING:                                                                                     

A reading from Nehemiah the 8th chapter:  

 
1All the people [of Israel] gathered together into the square before the 

Water Gate. They told the scribe Ezra to bring the book of the law of 

Moses, which the LORD had given to Israel. 2Accordingly, the priest Ezra 

brought the law before the assembly, both men and women and all who 

could hear with understanding. This was on the first day of the seventh 

month. 3He read from it facing the square before the Water Gate from 

early morning until midday, in the presence of the men and the women 

and those who could understand; and the ears of all the people were 

attentive to the book of the law. 5And Ezra opened the book in the sight 

of all the people, for he was standing above all the people; and when he 

opened it, all the people stood up. 6Then Ezra blessed the LORD, the great 

God, and all the people answered, “Amen, Amen,” lifting up their hands. 

Then they bowed their heads and worshiped the LORD with their faces to 

the ground. 8So they read from the book, from the law of God, with 

interpretation. They gave the sense, so that the people understood the 

reading. 

 

 9And Nehemiah, who was the governor, and Ezra the priest and scribe, 

and the Levites who taught the people said to all the people, “This day is 

holy to the LORD your God; do not mourn or weep.” For all the people 

wept when they heard the words of the law. 10Then he said to them, “Go 

your way, eat the fat and drink sweet wine and send portions of them to 

those for whom nothing is prepared, for this day is holy to our LORD; and do 

not be grieved, for the joy of the LORD is your strength.” 

 

Word of God, word of life.     

 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 



PSALM  19  (ELW) (chanted  or read responsively by all): 
 

One:  The heavens declare the glo- | ry of God, 

  and the sky proclaims its | maker’s handiwork. 

 
All:  One day tells its tale | to another, 

  and one night imparts knowledge | to another. 
 

One: Although they have no | words or language, 

  and their voices | are not heard, 

 

All: their sound has gone out into all lands, and their message to  

                     the ends | of the world, 

  where God has pitched a tent | for the sun. 

 

One: It comes forth like a bridegroom out | of his chamber; 

  it rejoices like a champion to | run its course. 

 

All: It goes forth from the uttermost edge of the heavens and runs                                    

                     about to the end of | it again; 

  nothing is hidden from its | burning heat. 

 

One: The teaching of the LORD is perfect and re- | vives the soul; 

  the testimony of the LORD is sure and gives wisdom | to                                                    

       the simple. 

All:  The statutes of the LORD are just and re- | joice the heart; 

              the commandment of the LORD is clear and gives                                                                                                                                                                  

                   light | to the eyes. 

One:  The fear of the LORD is clean and en- | dures forever; 

             the judgments of the LORD are true and  

                  righteous | altogether. 

All:  More to be desired are they than gold, more than | much fine                                                                                                                                                                                     

                     gold,  

                             sweeter far than honey, than honey | in the comb. 



One:  By them also is your ser- | vant enlightened, 

                        and in keeping them there is | great reward. 

All:  Who can detect one’s | own offenses? 

                        Cleanse me from my | secret faults. 

One: Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins; let them                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

not get dominion | over me;  

        then shall I be whole and sound and innocent of     

        a | great offense. 

All: Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart                                            

be acceptable | in your sight, 

  O LORD, my strength and | my redeemer. 

e:   

SECOND READING:                                                                                

A reading from 1 Corinthians the12th chapter:    
                                                                                                                                                                                                     

12For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members 

of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. 13For in the 

one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or 

free—and we were all made to drink of one Spirit. 

 
14Indeed, the body does not consist of one member but of many. 15If the 

foot would say, “Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body,” 

that would not make it any less a part of the body. 16And if the ear would 

say, “Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body,” that would 

not make it any less a part of the body. 17If the whole body were an eye, 

where would the hearing be? If the whole body were hearing, where 

would the sense of smell be? 18But as it is, God arranged the members in 

the body, each one of them, as he chose. 19If all were a single member, 

where would the body be? 20As it is, there are many members, yet one 

body. 21The eye cannot say to the hand, “I have no need of you,” nor 

again the head to the feet, “I have no need of you.” 22On the contrary, 

the members of the body that seem to be weaker are indispensable, 



HYMN OF THE DAY   HERE IS BREAD                       ELW 483   

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



CREED 

 

With the whole church let us confess our faith in the words of the Apostles’ 

Creed. 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

 

The Spirit of the Lord is poured out upon us in abundance; so we are bold 

to pray for the church, the world, and all that God has made. 

 

A brief silence. 

 



You reveal yourself to us in the reading of scripture. Fulfill your word 

through the faithful witness of your church. Send us out to bring your 

liberating good news to all people. Let us pray, 

Have mercy, O God. 

   

All creation proclaims your handiwork. Teach us to love the intricate and 

beautiful bodies that you have created. Bless tiny insects, enormous 

whales, and every creature in between. Sustain species at risk of 

extinction. Let us pray, 

Have mercy, O God. 

   

You desire that there be no dissension among us. Where we are divided in 

our society, nation, or world, come quickly to reunite us into one body. 

Ease conflict, dispel violence, and bring an end to war. Let us pray, 

Have mercy, O God. 

   

Anoint with your Spirit all who seek your favor. Grant provision and justice 

for people living in poverty, people living with disability, those living with 

pain, or those living under oppression (especially). Let us pray, 

Have mercy, O God. 

   

Build up the body of Christ in this place. Bless the variety of ministries in this 

congregation (especially). Empower us to freely welcome and deeply 

value each person who enters into worship and ministry among us. Let us 

pray, 

Have mercy, O God. 

   

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

 

In thanksgiving we lift before you the saints for whom the promise of 

salvation has now been fulfilled. Tend to those who mourn (especially). 

Bring us together in your everlasting glory. Let us pray, 

Have mercy, O God. 

   



Since we have such great hope in your promises, O God, we lift these and 

all of our prayers to you in confidence and faith; through Jesus Christ our 

Savior.  

Amen. 

 

PEACE     The peace of Christ be with you always.  And also with you. 

 
Please share the peace with those around you.  If you are with us in the 

sanctuary, please do so without making contact.   

 

MEAL 

 

OFFERING The basket is in the narthex. Please place your offering there. 

        

OFFERING PRAYER 

Let us pray.  God of all creation, all you have made is good, and your love 

endures forever. You bring forth bread from the earth and fruit from the 

vine. Nourish us with these gifts, that we might be for the world signs of 

your gracious presence in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

 

The Lord be with you.    And also with you. 

 

Lift up your hearts.      We lift them to the Lord. 

 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ. 

By the leading of a star he was shown forth to all nations; 

in the waters of the Jordan you proclaimed him your beloved Son; 

and in the miracle of water turned to wine he revealed your glory. 



And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: 

Blessed are you for the birth of creation. 

Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. 

Blessed are you for your promise to your people. 

Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. 

Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will. 

Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, 

the Word made flesh. 

  

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 

 

With this bread and cup 

we remember your Word dwelling among us, 

full of grace and truth. 

We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. 

We look with hope for his coming. 

Come, Lord Jesus.  



Holy God, we long for your Spirit. 

Come among us. 

Bless this meal. 

May your Word take flesh in us. 

Awaken your people. 

Fill us with your light. 

Bring the gift of peace on earth. 

Come, Holy Spirit. 

  

All praise and glory are yours, 

Holy One of Israel, 

Word of God incarnate, 

Power of the Most High, 

one God, now and forever.  

Amen. 

 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever.  

Amen. 

 

 



 

REFLECTION ON COMMUNION 

 

The Lord has been revealed to us in the bread and the wine; his body and 

blood.  

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

 

Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you 

sent the angel to feed Elijah with heavenly bread, assist those who set 

forth to share your word and sacrament with those who are sick, 

homebound, and imprisoned. In your love and care, nourish and 

strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give us all the 

comfort of your abiding presence through the body and blood of your 

Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

BLESSING 

 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN      The Spirit Sends Us Forth to Serve                 ELW # 551                           

 

 

DISMISSAL 

 

Go in peace.  Let your light so shine before others. 
 

That they may see our good works and give glory to our Father in heaven. 

 

POSTLUDE —                                                         We Are Marching in the Light  

                 (trad., arr. Mary Howard and Hiram Titus, pub. Augsburg Fortress) 


