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“I'm going fishing.” That was Peter’s solution tioet dilemma the disciples faced. They had seen dgsus
rested, beaten, humiliated, and executed. Thenhthdyseen him alive again. Now they were in Galivbere
it all began with Jesus’ call for them to followhd@y had left their boats and nets and done son@utit was a
little puzzling as to what came next. Peter, fagtionfused about what he doesn’t know, finally desito re-
turn to what he does know—fishing. The others jam.

It can be somewhat unclear to us, as well—whabtwith the information that Christ is risen. Foatimatter,
anything that draws our attention so completelgntiuddenly ends, can leave us at loose ends.a&ntiyas
with Peter, it’'s tempting to fall back on the faimit—something that comes to us easy.

But knowing Jesus—having had the experience ofs€hrleath and resurrection poured into us in bapti
returning to business as usual and setting asaleftact that the good news has had upon us isustin-
able option. Because as much as we try to takeabyg route and head off fishing, Jesus is thecaltas
again to follow him. Even though that's the hardywa

Jesus tells Peter to “Feed my lambs, tend my slieegpmy sheep.” And then he alludes to Peter’syrdom
upside down on a cross. It wasn’t for no good redkat the disciples locked themselves in the uppam!
Following Jesus post resurrection was even morgetans than when he was alive.

So, our work, our service, our witness as peopka®fisen one may be fulfilling and enjoyable, ih@ntails
some sacrifice, some heartache, and some painfulemis. Working at Anne Marie House isn’'t how | wabul
normally spend part of my day off, but | do it, base Christ calls me to it (and Marge!) Telling some
about how Jesus has been a part of your life isl.gBot it can be embarrassing. Addressing the dardage
by conflicting opinions—not sweeping disagreemert hurt under the rug, but really working honesbly
wards reconciliation and healing—this is ultimattig future Jesus calls us to. Though it will tékee and
trust, and it won’t be comfortable or easy.

| am going fishing. Ironically that is what Peted dor the remainder of his life. Not catching fjdhut fishing
for people—bringing them into contact with the ndeord Jesus Christ. In that way, we are fishek-fob. So
let us make the boats ready, mend the nets, taéssail and head out for a catch.

Pastor Tom
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Come join us in some lively con

Chicken Parmesan Casserole

versation as we discuss the book/ngredients

"The Glass Castle,” by Jeannette
This

Walls, at 7 p.m. May 7.

month Lisa Teichmann will be

our hostess (176 Amherst St, Am-
Would you like to bring

herst).
some goodies? Email me t@in-
yapisinski@yahoo.corand let me
know

Ministers, All of the people at Messiah

Pastoral Care, Reverend Tom Teichmann
672-3734, pastorteich@comcast.net

Administrative Assistant, Joanne Theil
673-2011, theil69@msn.com

Congregation President, Kauko Aunio
Music Director, Deborah DellOrfano

The Messiah Messenger is a monthly publ
tion of Messiah Lutheran Church, Amherst

NH. Submissions should be made by the
deadline as noted on the back cover.
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Communications Team,
All of the people of God at Messiah

Editor, Lisa Teichmann
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* 3 (15 ounce) cans tomato sauce

* 1 1/2 teaspoon dried basil

* 1 1/2 teaspoon extra-virgin olive oil

*  1/4 cup and 2 tablespoon grated Parmesagsehe

* 1 1/2 clove garlic, minced

* 1 1/2 dash white pepper

*  3/4 (16 ounce) pkg. uncooked rotini pasta

*  3/4(12 ounce) pkg. artificial chicken tenslécut in half)
or cooked chicken

*  3/4 cup shredded mozzarella cheese

Directions

1. Preheat an oven to 325 degrees F.

2. Bring the tomato sauce, basil, olive oil, Pagsarecheese, garlic,
and white pepper to a simmer in a saucepan ovelumeligh
heat. Reduce heat to low, and keep at a simméa Ritge pot
with lightly salted water and bring to a rollingibover high
heat. Once the water is boiling, stir in the rqtamd return to a
boil. Cook uncovered, stirring occasionally, utité pasta has
cooked through, but is still firm to the bite, ab8uminutes.
When the rotini is nearly ready, stir in the acidil chicken.
Drain well.

3. Spread half of the pasta sauce into the bottoan3oquart (12" x

9”) casserole dish, then add the drained pastauneixPour the
remaining sauce on top of the pasta, then sprinklethe moz-
zarella cheese. Bake in the preheated oven uptithieese is
bubbly and lightly browned, about 20 minutes.
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After three years of study at seminary (Bill — Rdelphia, Sarah — Get-
tysburg), and a year of practical training on ingip (Bill — Nashua,
Sarah — Naples, FL), our own Messiah member RileRen, and Pas-
tor and Lisa’s daughter-in-law Sarah, will eachdgiate in May.

For Bill and Kay this means no more days aparttepd to the airport.
Bill has been assigned to the New England Synadivalhlikely be
called within visiting distance. But of course thatans we will have to
say goodbye to the Petersen’s. But we wish Go@&sdihg on Bill's
ministry and on Kay as she makes the transitiamriew home and the
role of “pastor’s wife!”

Erik is ending up his second stint as supportiveiffamember to semi-
narian—this time his wife, Sarah. She has beemgasdito Northwest
Ohio Synod and will be interviewing with churchéere soon. We ask
God’s hand to be in that process, and that thew Ines be blessed
with a vibrant congregation for Sarah and fulfijimork for Erik.

% &
...that two other Messiah members are studying tlggoio their spare
time?

...Carl Juliano is a part of the Synod’s Lay Schafol'heology. He
meets with the rest of the students several timgsaa In the meantime
he has formed a discussion group to hash over tepades on various
topics (presently The Lutheran Confessions).

...Ed Costa has been taking online college courstbsan eye to en-
hancing his present calling as a prison ministés.relading list for the
first class was quite impressive.

...that part of Pastor’s responsibilities, and ofigours is to identify
and encourage and nourish those whose gifts fdigouimnistry are
evident. Who is the next pastor or AIM to come frbtassiah? She
may be sitting right next to you!!

Look for the latest church info on the website
(www.messiahnh.orq)

In the movie of the same name,
Forrest Gump says, “Life is a box
of chocolates...” Well, the gifts
God gave us (and still gives us)
are like a box of chocolates as
well. They are many and varied,
some are more favored than oth-
ers, all are enjoyed, and it’s fun to
share them! We all share our gifts
with family, friends, schoolmates,
and co-workers. Church is another
place where we pass along a cara-
mel or nougat so that others might
enjoy and be served.

On May 9", you will be invited to
consider how you share your gifts
in our life together as Messiah.
You will have cause to reflect on
what you do in God’s name
through Messiah. And you will
have the opportunity to try some-
thing new, something that you
might have a passion for! Messiah
is in need of some ministry-
minded visionaries to guide our
ministry teams, and also some
quiet behind the scenes team
members to help effect that vision.

Please carefully search your heart
and your box of chocolates, and
become involved in living out the
gospel by sharing your gifts!

Congratulations to Holly Davison,
Katie Snell, Mark Thomas, Leslie
Peterson and Chandra Wisneski
who will be graduating college
this month. We wish God'’s bless-
ing on them as they take this next
step in life.
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ANNE MARIE HOUSE : Please take note of the invitation to attendsthranniversary party at Messiah on
May 18th. It is just one hour (6:30-7:30). All anwited; and you will probably find it interestingVill have a
graduate of AMH present to talk to the group. Thlses place monthly at different faith communitesl has
been successful.

Lilly (one of our long term guests) is gradugtinith her 2 1/2 year old son Dominic. Lilly joined when
she was pregnant with Dominic. She is from Cambadthis a marvelous cook! She has managed to get he
green card (which takes forever), her social secatimber, drivers license, a car and a job. Shido@imov-
ing on. We are happy for her but will miss her amgilface and positive attitude. See you May 18th!

SHARE FOOD PANTRY: Other than everything else that SHARE provigiest, some food pantry statis-
tics: There were 126 appointments to "shop" aptgry in March; that included 397 individuals! Taevere
17 new households this month (46 individuals). 8egkthose supplies coming. Especially needed ase s
items: always shampoo and conditioner, female prizgtoilet paper, etc., also, cloth shopping bagese
items cannot be purchased with food stamps. A imae $lot (5-7 pm) has been opened up for thosewdr&
and cannot get to the pantry during the day.

There are three members of Messiah who spend twhuateering at the food pantry. Anyone else inted?
See Trudi, Marge or Donna.

%% $$

Messiah Lutheran Church, 303 Route 101, Amherst NH
Tuesday, May 18, 2010 from 6:30-7:30pm

Traveling AMH 5 year Anniversary Celebrations irséufood, fellowship and fun.
6:30-6:45pm — Welcome and Community Time
6:45-7pm — Words from our Board of Trustees
7-7:15pm — God Moments from our Director
7:15-7:30pm — Words from a Surprise Guest (an AMiddBate)
Key Coordinators’ Meeting will follow our celebrati gathering from 7:30-8:30pm
Thanks to you, we are celebrating 5 years of aftehiope and hospitality through the Greater Nasies-
faith Hospitality Network at Anne-Marie House. \ketejoicing and want to show our appreciationdibr
that you do to make AMH possible and so special.

All volunteers and interested people are invited!!!
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The Granite State Organizing Project is a grassmoh-profit organization that seeks to determingedom-
munity’s needs and help people take action to riesie needs? Their name says it all—they are Nawp-a
shire residents (not someone “from away”), theygamed at organizing people and resources to effaatl
justice (one of God’s main agendas), and thisgeogect, not a business (in our churchy talk projeeans
mission). They work with any and all community meardy but offer their partnership to chiefly to faliased
organizations (churches especially) because thewKBSOP’s mission is compatible with (if not ideali to)
theirs. Indeed, one might recall that NCD (anotm@onym—~Natural Church Development) showed “needs-
based evangelism” as an area for growth in our @@agion (we never quite got a handle on that dnvel)l,
what GSOP does is the secular equivalent of neagsisdbevangelism! And since they recognize the raity
power of righteous wrath and the energizing cagaditadical grace that is present in the churchytare
worthy partners in “preaching the gospel withoutrag’

What has GSOP done? The big blue bus that takes thithout transportation to their destinationsdioal
appointments, grocery shopping, jobs) was bornkhangreat part to GSOP. Currently they are ojagia
group around food and nutrition issues. And thegaaly facilitated a meeting at Messiah that revktie
“sandwich generation’s” pervasive need for inforimatand support in caring for aging parents. Thd step
is to widen the circle of participants and narrém focus to produce the best result for the mosplee This
will also widen our association with people who @&o church home—a good thing (otherwise you're jus
telling the gospel to those who know it already).

We can do these things ourselves you might say.r@utwe’ve been stymied by the uncertainty ofraténg
with the world outside the doors. GSOP can bridhge gap. All they require is that we are represeateheir
meetings, publicize their activities, join in whehe lines of heaven and earth intersect, and stffpoor-
ganization with a small amount of funding (200 -© B®llars). Which we could raise on a blizzardy &n
that's also New Year’'s Day. Besides the money tshm® point, for us or them.

The point is that this is a chance to pick up aabkle partner in our work—to hold us accountableunGod
given need to advocate for those who have no vaideglp us make a difference in the community laad
known perhaps as the church whose building is twafithd, but whose people can always be found wresre
God calls his followers to action.

The council will decide on a partnership agreemetit GSOP at its May®meeting. Tell your council per-
son your opinion.
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The 2012 ELCA National Youth Gathering site hasnbaenounced.
We are heading back to New Orleans. The 2009 @atheas a spe-
cial event and this one promises to be as welQilité students will be
those in grades 9 — 12 during the 2011-2012 scyemnl. If you are
currently in grades 7 — 10, this means you. Mofermation will be
coming over the next year, so be on the lookoutfimtates. If any
youth or families want more information about thatii®ring, please
speak with those who attended last year - Kenfietilor, Lauren,
Seth, Mitch, Valerie, or Katie.
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This past month, our church musician and choirctime Deb Dellor-
fano, made a decision to resign her position witsMlah Lutheran
Church for reasons of personal health. Arthritisén hands is making
playing difficult and painful. This was a decisishe said that repre-
sented several months of prayer and thought.

Like the caring soul she is, Deb has given us glehnhotice—her last

Sunday with us will be the ¥3f June. This will give us needed time to

move forward with finding either an interim or rerccessor. It will
also give us time to thank Debbie for her 12 yefuservice to Messiah
Lutheran Church, to celebrate her ministry as aicrars choir director,
and good friend, also to pray that God’s blesslgsipon her as she
adjusts to not being here every Sunday morningy gadding us in
song. Of course we’ll do all that in the grand stigr which Messiah is
known.

Pastor offered this prayer after he announced Dadxssion:

God of song and music, you have created us withtarent love and
appreciation for all things musical. We give yoariks for the gift of
music, and we give thanks especially today foratwrch musician,
Deb, whose music has led us into the presence dfiGithe sanctuary,
touched us with the warm breath of the Holy Spanitgl sent us out,
singing, to meet the world’s challenges and todgthe grace of God
we encounter here in word and sacrament and mi¥&qray your
blessing on her as she leaves this leadershipthaleshe might be ful-
filled in whatever new opportunity awaits her n@md in the future. In
the name of the one God we pray. Amen

/010 +3!
(through March 2010)
March 2010 Budget $ Over Budget
Total Income $ 58,243 49,404 38,8
Total Expense $ 53,640 49,098 2,54
Net Income $ 4,603 306 4,297

Note - Full details of the 2010 Monthly Treasur&&port can be found
on the hallway bulletin board next to the kitchertrance.

%

The congregational council has
decided that two groups will be
needed to coordinate the transition
between our retiring musician and
any new personnel. The first will
be a Transition Team,and they
will be responsible for saying
goodbye and thank you to Deb,
and welcome to subs, interims,
and ultimately new staff. This will
involve conducting an exit inter-
view, assessing any needs that
should be met before posting the
position, scheduling worship cov-
erage, and acting as a resource for
and liaison between temporary
staff and the council.

The second group will be the ac-
tual Search TeamTheir job is to
review job descriptions, determine
salary spectrum, post the position,
pick top candidates for interview/
audition, conduct interviews, and
recommend a candidate and salary
for approval from council.

Each group will be made up of
five members and the pastor, and
will meet as needed until the task
is completed. Pastor is convening
the two teams now, and their
names will be announced at
church as soon as both teams are
fully formed. It is hoped that new
staffing can be achieved before
the end of summer.

Any suggestions as to this process
can be made to Pastor, or Kauko
Aunio (president). Your prayers
are requested and are vital to this
work.



4 5.

This recurring column will seek to explain termswse at Messiah that
we think everyone knows. But they don’t! And sanestieven the ones
who think that they do, don’t. With that in minite secret Messiah
Words to be explained this month are...

Budgeted Benevolence and Restricted Benevolence.

Benevolence is offering that is put to use in dhahte ways. Of course
what you give to the General Fund of Messiah is alassified as
charitable giving according to the IRS. But as stels of God’s gifts
we encourage giving beyond the needs of our pdaticainistry. That
“beyond” is what we call benevolence.

Budgeted benevolence is the funds we give to supipemork of the
church at large—the New England Synod and ELCA it their pro-
grams, services, advocacy groups and support géafigive a percent-
age of our budgeted income to the synod, whichgsaa®ng about
45% of each dollar to the ELCA. For our 2010 chuvadget we allo-
cated 3.1% in budgeted benevolence. That percehtadjbeen as high
as 14.5, and a new giving opportunity (Benevolebballenge 2010 —
see related story) will assuredly spark our chialgtdearts and bring
that percentage up.

Restricted benevolence refers to offerings thatesm designated for
a particular charitable organization or persongad Here’'s an exam-
ple: our response to the earthquake in Haiti yel@eertain amount of
donations to Lutheran Disaster Response. That moogs into Mes-
siah’s accounting system under Restricted Givinghenncome side,
and is expensed through the Restricted Benevol&khat comes in for
a charitable donation directed at a specific grasipaid out as soon as
possible. You could always write a check direatly-DR, but using
this process gives us an idea how much benevolmnmcmembers dis-
perse. So—the funds are restricted because thaleaignated. They
must be used as the donor indicates.

Restricted benevolence is related to what we halledc“Local” be-
nevolence. The difference is that local benevolescmdesignated and
is dispersed on the recommendation of the Outréaelach Team
(service subcommittee) and council. Presently taegeno funds budg-
eted for local benevolence, but our giving contmtieough our special
offerings and special fundraisers which give a nameurate look at our
level of stewardship. Rather than give to Locayoé have in mind a
ministry you feel is deserving—designate it. Yolift gill go to those

in need faster.

So, now you all know the secret! Next month—SyAsdembly.

+266 7 #+
)

The experts tell us the economy is
recovering, but slowly. Our re-

cent budget review resulted in a
balanced budget with only 3.1%
of our giving allocated to benevo-

lence (New England Synod and
ELCA). In order to increase our

benevolence more in line with our
past giving, we are initiating a

new program - Benevolence Chal-
lenge 2010. We are asking for
donations to be made to benevo-
lence during the course of 2010 —
this will be above and beyond the
pledge currently in the annual

budget.

We have assembled a visual dis-
play to track our progress in this
Benevolence Challenge so that all
can see how we are progressing
during the course of the year. The
goal will be to at least raise the
original amount targeted in the
budget and hopefully go even
higher!

We ask your support in the pro-
gram so we can meet our commit-
ment to benevolence this year.

Thank You,
Judith Aunio
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Deadline for the May
newsletter is May 20th.
Please submit articles to

news@messiahnh.org

6’ plastic folding tables to replace
the heavy ones in the Sunday
school rooms. (approximate cost
$60 each)

Worship Banners—especially
green banners (see Pastor Tom f
specifics) $100+

Wireless mics—$100 each
If you're interested in donating ari

of the above items, please see P
tor Tom.
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Come Share the Spirit!
AW
b

Sunday School 9:30 am
Adult Forum 9:30 am
Worship Service 10:30 am

Messiah Lutheran Church is lo-
cated at 303 Rt.101E in Amherst
1/2 mile east of the shops of
“Salzburg Square”. Contact the
church by calling 603-673-2011
or visit us online at
http://www.messiahnh.org



