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Pastor’s Message 
 “…then Peter went home, amazed at what had happened.” (Luke 24:12b) 
 
 And he didn’t know the half of it—yet.  
 
 The Marys had returned from a ritual visit to Jesus’ tomb to where the disciples were staying. They bore news. His body was gone. 
Angels were hanging out in the tomb. They reminded the women that Jesus had said he would be crucified, and rise from death on 
the third day. And guess what—today is that third day. “He is risen!” the women shouted. Nobody believed them. 
 
 Except Peter. Or maybe he just needed to see for himself.. Regardless, he ran to the tomb. Bent down. Looked in. Saw the shroud 
tossed aside. Was amazed. And went home.  
 
 Of course that wasn’t the end of it. No, there was much more in store for Simon Peter, rock of the Church. Speeches. Visions. Con-
versions. Imprisonments. Council meetings. Stewardship issues. Martyrdom. All stemming from that moment when he poked his 
head in the empty tomb, when he breathed in the resurrection air, when he was filled with the power of the Living Christ. Amazing! 
Peter might have gone straight home that sun-drenched morning, but he didn’t just head for the Lazy Boy. What had amazed him had 
also changed him. 
 
 “He is risen! He is risen indeed!” is how we greet one another Easter morning. What we see and hear at worship is no less amazing 
than what Peter experienced. Christ is still risen. The tomb is still empty. God’s victory over sin and death is still won. It seems too 
good to be true—like an idle tale. But we know it is truth because, like Peter, we have breathed in the Holy Spirit and have been 
awed by what Jesus has done in our lives. Amazing! 
 
 And we don’t have to wait until next Easter to be amazed again. Because every Sunday is a celebration of the resurrection. Every 
Sunday is filled with the power of the risen Christ. Every Sunday is a reminder that, through the cross of Christ, God has reconciled 
the world to himself. And every Sunday we are made new in the promise of an endless future with God. 
 
 For the resurrection we celebrate is transformative. We are changed by coming into contact with it. Hearing it, seeing it, tasting it, 
touching it. Resurrection. Made known in bread and wine and water. In prayer and confession and creed. In song and sermon and 
scripture. In the fellowship and mutual consolation of the believers. All experiences of resurrection taking place each Sunday morn-
ing at Messiah! 
 
 And then we go home. 
 
 But there’s lots more in store for us as well. Even though Messiah is where we go, knowing that God promises to encounter us there, 
most of our time is spent outside this building—at home (or work, or school). Do we experience the resurrection at home? I would 
say, no. Instead, people experience the resurrection through us! Anywhere we speak the gospel of new life to situations and people 
who are “dead” in their sinfulness. Peter preached, baptized, and brought thousands into the new church. He was still old bumbling 
fisherman Peter. But people saw the resurrection shining through him. We might not have the tremendous success Peter enjoyed, but 
the resurrection now shines through us.  
 
 Where will we shine it? Into friends and family members who have no church home. At places in the world crying out for suste-
nance, medical assistance, and social change. On a Habitat building project in Milford. Through the darkness of  unresolved conflict. 
Over people who feel left out, unworthy, unforgiven, or hurt. God is doing a new thing through the resurrection and we are part of it. 
Amazing! 
 
 And you haven’t even seen the half of it—yet! 
 
 Alleluia! Christ is risen!  




�	�
������2 � � � � � 
 � � 	 � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �

Ministers, All of the people at Messiah 
 
Pastoral Care, Reverend Tom Teichmann 
672-3734, pastorteich@comcast.net 
 
Administrative Assistant, Joanne Theil 
673-2011,  theil69@msn.com 
 
Congregation President, Kauko Aunio  
 
Music Director, Deborah DellOrfano 
 
The Messiah Messenger is a monthly publica-
tion of Messiah Lutheran Church, Amherst, 
NH.  Submissions should be made by the 
deadline as noted on the back cover. 
 
Communications Team, 
All of the people of God at Messiah 
 
Editor, Lisa Teichmann 
 

Al DeMello, Barbara Wilson (B. Wurst’s Mom), Charlotte Hildebrandt  (Bauerschmidt rel.), Janey Stokes (rel of the 
Wurst’s), Jane Lind (D. Bonfiglio’s Aunt), Our military personnel, Perham Family,  Suzy Atwell (friend of the 
Mitchell’s), Ed Burgess (friend of B. Wurst), Stan & Ellie Kelliher (K. Petersen’s Parents), Melissa Salisbury (rel. of 
the Salisbury’s), Ken Fisher (friend of E. Costa), Terry Klecker (rel. of the Costa’s), Sarah (friend of the Costa’s), Pat 
Sapienza (Friend of the Costa’s), Carol Scheetz (M. Scheetz’s Aunt), Janice Brendal (S. Retelle’s Mom),  Walter 
Schur (Dave’s Dad), George A. Ritz (friends of B. Ensinger), Pastor Tom, Judy Welke (A. Juliano’s Mom), Mike 
(friend of R. Bonfiglio), John Tedder (friend of R. Theil), Gordon Mackenzie (friend of the Carr’s), Albert Demello 
IV , Andy Wyliee, Jim & Gen Retelle (T. Retelle’s parents) Taylor Cordts,  Marie Brundage (R. Brundage’s Mom), 
Kelvin Brooks Family, Megan Scott (friends of the Carr’s).  
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Come join us in some lively con-
versation as we discuss the book 
"The Glass Castle," by Jeannette 
Walls, at 7 p.m. May 7.  This 
month Lisa Teichmann will be 
our hostess (176 Amherst St, Am-
herst).  Would you like to bring 
some goodies?  Email me at ton-
yapisinski@yahoo.com and let me 
know (Although hummus is tasty, 
we may want to try to have 
an assortment of treats this 
time).  Hope you can make it!  
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Italian Sausage Bake Casserole Recipe 
 
12 oz. mini penne pasta (cook and drain) 
1 1/2 lbs. Italian Sausage (casings removed) 
1 cup chopped onion 
Sauce 
1 can (15 oz) Italian style tomato sauce 
1 can (14.5 oz) diced tomatoes and roasted garlic 
1 can (6 oz) tomato paste 
1/2 cup water 
 
2 cups of shredded mozzarella cheese 
Combine with sausage, onion and simmer 10 minutes or until light 
brown. Combine sauce ingredients and pasta and put into 9 x 13 baking 
dish. Sprinkle with 2 cups of shredded mozzarella cheese.  
Cover and bake in 350º oven until bubbly hot (20 minutes). Cook 
longer if dish has been refrigerated. 

Look for the latest church info, including snow cancellations on 
the website (www.messiahnh.org)  
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"Searching for the Millennials" 
  

Saturday, April 10th, 10am - 3pm 
Holy Trinity, Newington NH 

  
$10 registration includes workshops, lunch, and materials 
  
Workshops:  Where are the 20-30 yr olds? Mission Trips - how to; As-
set Mapping; Navigating Thrivent Funding; 
 
Messiah needs to be represented! See Pastor to register! 
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On Good Friday, April 2nd, the youth will be staying overnight at Messiah.  We will prepare for the Easter 
Vigil service on Saturday and participate in a voluntary fast.  On Saturday we will be cleaning up our stretch of 
the highway and doing clean up yard work.  Saturday night we will be leading the Easter Vigil service and 
then go out for dinner to break our fast.  Please join us for any or all activities that weekend. 
 
The following Friday, April 9, there is a lock in at Hampshire Hills in Milford, sponsored by Christ the King 
Lutheran Church in Nashua.  We will meet at Messiah at 8:00 to head to Hampshire Hills and then spend the 
night.  During the night, Captive Free will provide music and youth will have the opportunity to participate in 
activities at Hampshire Hills, such as basketball, dodge ball, swimming, climbing wall and tennis.  The 
Vaughn’s have offered to host us for breakfast in the morning (THANK YOU).   
 
The 2012 ELCA National Youth Gathering site has been announced.  We are heading back to New Orleans.  
The 2009 Gathering was a special event and this one promises to be as well.  Eligible students will be those in 
grades 9 – 12 during the 2011-2012 school year.  If you are currently in grades 7 – 10, this means you.  More 
information will be coming over the next year, so be on the lookout for updates.  If any youth or families want 
more information about the Gathering, please speak with those who attended last year - Kenneth, Taylor, Lau-
ren, Seth, Mitch, Valerie, or Katie. 
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Since being tasked at the September 20th Congregational Meeting, Mutual Ministry has worked diligently to 
better define the work of church personnel (pastor, music, and administrative).  In March, the team presented a 
package to Council that included: 
 
· Performance Review Instruments  -- identifying the key position tasks/responsibilities of the minister, 
musical director and office administrator for Messiah 
· Performance Review Process & Data Analysis Tool – a recommended 180º collaborative evaluation 
process (self-evaluation, input evaluation, and oversight evaluation) for assessing performance, viewing data, 
identifying challenges, and developing a plan of action 
· Job Descriptions – for use in communication and hiring 
 
Copies of the documents are posted on the bulletin board by the kitchen entrance.  Mutual Ministry welcomes 
your comments and questions.  Should any MLC member wish for a copy of the tools or process, please con-
tact Mutual Ministry.  While duplication costs prevent us from sharing hard copies of this material, we would 
be happy to email them.   As always, we encourage you to contact any team member to discuss this work. 
 
We thank the congregation for their support and prayers as we journeyed through our mission. 
 
Kathy Brundage, 672-8385, brundages4@aol.com 
Ed Costa, 672-8719, ed.costa@hp.com 
Rande Neukam, 672-1516, neuk51@gmail.com 
Darla Vaughn, 801-7251, Darla.Vaughn@sungard.com 
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Messiah will once again be host-
ing a blood drive with the Red 
Cross.  April 17, 9am-2pm, you 
are invited to come and donate.  If 
donating is not possible for you, 
perhaps you would like to help out 
in another way.  You can volun-
teer as a registrar, a donor escort, 
or as a canteen worker.  You can 
make chili or cookies.  And you 
can help set up chairs when it's 
over. 
We do this to remember Katie Re-
telle, Sue and Tim's daughter who 
died of leukemia.  Your gift of 
blood might be used for someone 
needing a blood transfusion, or it 
may be used for research.  Either 
way – consider it a gift of 
life!  Please participate if you can. 
Contact Karla Seckinger with any 
questions.  Sign up sheets are on 
the bulletin board or narthex table. 
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NEWS FROM ANNE MARIE HOUSE 
We are still at capacity and are looking forward to hosting the week of 
the 4th. Thank you in advance for all who have signed up, and for 
pitching in when other faith communities are in need of assistance. 
Richard and I attended the 4 baptisms at Grace Lutheran Church in 
Nashua. It was quite a celebration! 
  
A few words from our new President of the Board (please don't skip 
over this):  We are achieving our vision-"to eliminate homelessness, 
one family at a time!"  Eight families graduated from AMH and moved 
on to housing independence. They had a life changing experience, 
learning self respect and accountability in a caring, supportive commu-
nity. You have made this possible! Thank you! 
 
 At AMH, children get off the school bus and walk in the door knowing 
that there is a warm home waiting. There are welcoming smiles from 
parents and others who want to know how their day went. There are 
friends to play with and a place to do homework. Later, there will be a 
warm meal with the community in the dining room. Parents know that 
they have a safe place for their family to stay where their privacy is re-
spected and they don't have to worry about their next meal. They can 
get their life back together and plan for the future-a future with hope 
and respect. 
  
Here is one quote from a guest: 
 "Thank you God for giving me a new life. I am thankful for everything 
that you have done in my life. Thanks for my parents. Thanks for my 
son. Thanks for bringing me to AMH. Thanks for the love of the people 
here. Thank you for helping me to stand on my own two feet again. We 
love you God!" 
  
 In advance: We are presently celebrating AMH's 5th anniversary. In 
honor of that there is a celebration each month at different faith com-
munities-a traveling celebration. On May 18th, it will be Amherst's 
turn. From 6:30-7:30 everyone (not only volunteers) is invited to come 
and hear about what is happening at the house. We’re hoping to get 
many out from Messiah and Congregational Church and Congregation 
Betaneau. More info to follow. 
  
We are in need of diapers (large) and wipes and personal items. 
  
There will not be a Box City this year due to lack of location. We are 
looking for a place for next year. Maybe Messiah? Need large paved 
flat area, which we have. 
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April 1—Maundy Thursday 
 7:00 pm 
April 2—Good Friday 
 12 noon & 7:00 pm 
April 3 Easter Vigil 
 7:00 pm 
April 4 Easter Sunday 
 8:30 am and 10:30 am 
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Once again Messiah will have its 
fabulous Easter Brunch directly 
after the 10:30 am service. We 
will need help setting up and 
cleaning up, and everyone is en-
couraged to bring some food to 
share. Sign ups for each of these 
things are in the narthex soon.  
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(through February 2010) 
 

             February 2010    Budget   $ Over Budget 
 
Total Income    $  38,944     33,916            5,028 
Total Expense   $ 36,835     32,275            4,560 
Net Income       $   2,109        1,641                 468 
 

Note - Full details of the 2010 Monthly Treasurer's Report can be found 
on the hallway bulletin board next to the kitchen entrance. 
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Messiah is pleased to announce 
the introduction of an electronic 
option for making regular offer-
ings. Contributions can now be 
debited automatically from your 
checking or savings account. Our 
new electronic giving program 
offers convenience for you 
and much-needed donation consis-
tency for our congregation. 
 
The "Simply Giving" Program is 
offered through Thrivent Financial 
for Lutherans, and is managed by 
Vanco Services 
www.ElectronicDonations.com).  
There is no cost to you for partici-
pating in this program.  
 
If you are currently giving on a 
weekly basis, you will no longer 
need to write out 52 checks a year 
or prepare 52 envelopes. And, 
when travel, illness or other cir-
cumstances prevent you from at-
tending services, this program will 
allow your weekly offerings to 
continue on an uninterrupted  
basis. 
 
An Authorization Form and a 
“Frequently Asked Questions” 
flyer are available from Joanne in 
the church office.  To enroll, just 
fill out the Authorization Form 
and return 
it to the church office for process-
ing.  It's simple to give with 
"Simply Giving"! 
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Saturday - April 10th 8:30-12:30pm 

Chores: Raking, picking up debris - Bring 
your rakes and gloves 
           Replace divots (lawn) caused by snow     
 plow damage 
           Hoses hooked up 
           Snow blower stored in shed 
           Window washing - inside and out (ground level) 
           Screens cleaned and window wash provided 
           Sanctuary windows power washed outside 
                          (inside to be determined at a later date!) 
  
Please set this date on your calendar. See you then! 
Property Committee 
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Faith, Hope, and Love played. The kids danced. Their parents and 
grandparents sat, tapping their toes to the beat. We ate. We smiled. We 
celebrated birthdays. We remembered loved ones. We gave from the 
heart to cancer care and research. Almost $2,000! 
  
Thanks to all who gave, all who came, all who helped out, all who 
played and sang, and all who partied for this good cause.� 
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Souhegan Valley Interfaith CROP 
Walk is on Sunday, May 2nd. This 
will be the 21st year for the event. 
Last year’s CROP Walk raised over 
$43,000, a big increase over the 
2008 Walk. 382 walkers, from age 
4 – 84 turned out for the 2009 
Walk. The CROP Walk Organizing 
Committee has set a goal of having 
400 Walkers who will collectively 

raise over $45,000 this year. The money has been put to work bringing 
relief and development assistance to those in need around the world, 
and in our own community, through SHARE and Open Cupboard Pan-
try in Wilton.  
 
Look for the CROP Walk table or a CROP Walk volunteer for sign-up 
opportunities for individuals and families after worship services this 
month. Take a sponsor form and ask your relatives, friends and 
neighbors to sponsor you or, better yet, join you in walking. You can 
also create your own on-line pledge page to invite your out-of-town 
friends to support you, by going to www.cropwalk.org. The Walk is for 
all ages. Strollers and dogs are welcome. The “full Walk” is 10 km in 
length (about 6.2 miles). A shorter loop of about 1.8 miles is also pro-
vided for those of us who cannot do the full Walk. Water stops are 
along the way and refreshments await at St. Patrick when you return. 
 
Registration on Walk Day, May 2nd, starts at 1:15 at St. Patrick’s 
Church in Milford, and the Walk steps out, following opening exer-
cises, at 2 PM. This year, to save time at Registration, people can Pre-
Register by sending in the necessary information by email.  
 
CROP is an acronym for Communities Responding to Overcome Pov-
erty. CROP Walks are held each year across the U.S. and abroad. The 
money raised goes for refugee relief and basic development in over 80 
countries through Church World Service or one of its U.S.-based part-
ner agencies. These agencies, such as Catholic Relief Services, Heifer 
Project, CARE and many others, represent all major faiths and several 
non-faith based organizations doing this life-saving and life-enhancing 
work. Walker sponsors may choose to specially designate their pledge 
to one of these organizations listed on the back of the Sponsor Enve-
lope. This means the Walk is truly something everyone can support. 
Twenty-five percent of what is raised stays local, in our instance to sup-
port SHARE and the Open Cupboard in Wilton.  
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Saving the Planet!  
(one congregation at a time)  

Thurs, April 22 to Sun, April 25. 
Workshops includes: The theol-
ogy of environmental stewardship; 
topics in green architecture and 
construction; composting at home, 
work, and your community; Bible 
study for all ages; community gar-
dening; using environmental is-
sues to connect with youth; saving 
the planet and saving money; a 
workshop for rostered leaders; 
sustainable menu options for 
families. 
 

Mom & Kids at Calumet 
May 7-9 

Chaplain: Pr. Sharon Hughes, 
Rutland VT. A great way to cele-
brate Mother’s Day with your 
kids. Calumet will pamper you 
and your kids! 
 

Resident Camp Open House 
May 8 

For campers who will be attending 
the 2010 resident camp. Have a 
tour of Calumet. See the inside of 
cabins, tents, and other facilities. 
Register with Betsy at ext 219. 
 

Memorial Day Weekend 
May 28-31 

Three nights for the price of two! 
Weekend chaplain: Pr. Richard 
Olson, retired 
Summer is on its way, the boats 
are on the lake, kids are splashing 
in the water, softball is being 
played in the field, crafts are being 
made, activities for kids and teens 
are underway, and adult discus-
sions are taking place. It’s a great 
weekend to be at Calumet with 
your family.  
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The second annual Souhegan Valley Interfaith Earth Day Worship Ser-
vice is scheduled for 4 PM Saturday afternoon, April 24, 2010 at the 
Congregational Church of Amherst.  Sr. Pastor, Rev. Dick Leavitt will 
be leading the service, and clergy from other area congregations will 
be participating. 
 
In addition to hymns, readings and prayers, a special guest speaker is 
taking part in the service, John E. Carroll, Ph. D., professor of environ-
mental conservation at the University of New Hampshire. He is the 
author of “Sustainability and Spirituality” and co-edited “The Green-
ing of Faith: God, The Environment and the Good Life.”  He is the au-
thor of many articles on the religious, spiritual and international policy 
aspects of today’s environmental crisis, especially as it relates to food 
and agriculture. 
 
This Earth Day Service, a project of the Souhegan Valley Interfaith Council in cooperation with the Congrega-
tional Church’s Adult Education Committee, is intended to bring together concerned people from all area faith 
communities to celebrate our earthly home and take responsibility for its future.  
 
The service will be followed by a reception in the downstairs Community Room, to provide an opportunity for 
further interaction and discussion with Dr. Carroll and other participants in the Service.  Also, in keeping with 
the theme of the Service, and in celebration of NH Arbor Day (and to help with carbon offsets), a number of 
tree seedlings will be available for a small donation, for people to take away and plant at their place of wor-
ship, a community garden or farm, or at home. Please join us for what promises to be an inspirational and edu-
cational Earth Day Service! 
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Golf  Weekend for Men  
Sept 10-12 

Coordinator: Dick Fedderson 
Have fun with other Christian 
golfers while enjoying great golf 
courses. The three golf courses 
this year will be Indian Mound, 
The Wentworth, and Province 
Lake. Several package plans are 
offered. 
 

Columbus Day Weekend 
October 8-11 

Chaplain: Pr. Richard Hurst, 
Framingham, MA 
Take a pontoon boat cruise around 
Ossipee Lake, pick some apples at 
a local orchard, play touch foot-
ball, make a craft, go on a hike,  

sing around a campfire, make a 
pie, carve a pumpkin, delight in 
the array of autumn colors, wor-
ship the Lord, and be renewed in 
spirit. 
 

Calumet Bed & Breakfast 
We offer Bed & Breakfast mid-
week accommodations in the 
fall, winter, and spring. Stay in 
the Conference Center, when 
there are rooms available, at a 
per room rate of $45 a night, in-
cluding a continental breakfast. 
The Conference Center has 
rooms that sleep one, two, three, 
or four people. Come to Calumet 
to rest, relax, tour the beautiful 
White Mountains, hike, ski, visit 
area attractions, shop, or enjoy 
many of the other activities. 

Diane Beckwith, chair of the 
board of Calumet Lutheran Min-
istries, makes the following an-
nouncements on behalf of the 
board. “Effective March 15, we 
have hired Thomas Colligan as 
our interim executive director. 
Tom brings extensive experience 
in non-profit management, fi-
nancial and organizational devel-
opment, strategic planning, fi-
nancial management and process 
and organizational consulting. 
Calumet staff and board mem-
bers will be working with Tom 
to prepare for a new executive 
director. Please join me in wel-
coming Tom to the Calumet 
Family. Effective April 1, we 
have hired Knute Ogren as in-
terim development director.   
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Come Share the Spirit! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday School 9:30 am 
Adult Forum 9:30 am 

Worship Service 10:30 am 

Messiah Lutheran Church is lo-
cated at 303 Rt.101E in Amherst 
1/2 mile east of the shops of 
“Salzburg Square”.  Contact the 
church by calling 603-673-2011 
or visit us online at  

http://www.messiahnh.org 

Deadline for the May 
newsletter is April 20th. 
Please submit articles to 
news@messiahnh.org 
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6’ plastic folding tables to replace 
the heavy ones in the Sunday 
school rooms. (approximate cost 
$60 each) 
 
Worship Banners—especially 
green banners (see Pastor Tom for 
specifics) $100+ 
 
Wireless mics—$100 each 
 
 
If you’re interested in donating any 
of the above items, please see Pas-
tor Tom. 
 
 


