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Pastor’'s Message
Continuing Creation

In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth and all that is within them.
For six days God labored, and all that God made, God called good. On the seventh day, God rested.
But what did God do on the eighth day?

| believe God got right back to work, creating. And | also believe God continues to create even now,
billions of years after what scientists tell us marks the “beginning” of the universe, the big bang. Well,
if that's the case—then exactly what is God creating?

First, God continuously creates physical things. Evolving new species of plants and animals which
we discover and name (just like Adam did). Oh, so slowly carving out canyons and shorelines, work-
ing through nature to transform jungle to desert, star to supernova, or ocean to mountain range. The
earth and the heavens are not static, they are not unchanging and immutable. They are not done
yet. They are in a constant state of change. Which, although in our sight seemingly random, is di-
vinely purposeful and orderly. And it is good in God’s sight.

God also creates in cooperation with us—mere human beings! God gave us the intellect to build
pyramids, to find a vaccine for polio, to harness the wind to power our cities. God gave us the ability
to crack the code of the human genome and to explain the universe in mathematical prose. God
gave us the passion to express human emotion through works of art and music. Together with God
we co-create—sometimes from the chaotic raw materials of existence, and sometimes from nothing
at all. But always with the Spirit of God brooding over the birth of the new.

Because, most of all what God creates in this age of being in-between the gift of a savior and the
ushering in of Jesus’ kingdom is this — possibility. God creates possibilities, manufactured them with
divine love, and uses them to draw us towards the kingdom. And these possibilities are not un-
changing either. They evolve and branch out to react to our misconceptions and misreading of God’s
intentions, always providing an alternate route to connection with God. Possibility is God’s greatest
creation.

And we celebrate it as we remember our baptisms. In this season of new years’ beginnings, we re-
call that, in baptism, every day is a new beginning. The old Adam is destroyed, we are washed
clean, and life begins anew again. Endless possibility.

Happy New Day! May it be one in which the creativity of God uses you to make things new!
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ANNE MARIE HOUSE UPDATES:

From Rev. Tom Woodward, board president: "Our vision is to end homelessness, one family at a time. We take seri-
ously the fact that The Anne Marie House is a home for now. No family is on the same time schedule, but at the same
time each family lives secure and is able to make decisions that lead to having a home of their own. Jayne's purchase of
a house is a first among our guests." There have been many who have been able to get their own apartment, however.

"I have witnessed the journey and know God does work in mysterious ways. | also know the challenges of living into a
new year not knowing what the future may bring. It is easy to fall prey to anxieties and fears, but these emotions tear
down. My choice is to live in the hope that all who come to the Anne Marie House and all who hear about us will know
we are living our vision of ending homelessness one family at a time.

HAPPENINGS: A house decorating party took place on Saturday, December 5th. On the 6th there was a gingerbread
house making party.

Backing up to Thanksgiving, some interesting thoughts were written down on just what our guests are thankful for. One
thing that was mentioned quite frequently was thankfulness for all of the food. When one cannot depend on food, let
alone 3 meals a day, food becomes a very important issue. Other thanks: giving me a new life, food God brings us eve-
ryday, friends | have made here, Anne Marie House family that God has given me, place to live, mommy and toys, giving
me a new life-thanks God, my beautiful wife, gift of life and AMH and the support they are giving us, God bless our com-
munity. These are but a few, but gives you an idea of just how grateful these

Ministers, All of the people at Messiah families are—thanks to all of you!
A very joyous occasion: Lilly, one of our guests, who has been with us for 2
Pastoral Care, Reverend Tom Teichmann 1/2 years with her son Dominic (was pregnant with Dominic when she came to

672-3734, pastorteich@comcast.net AMH) has just graduated from the culinary program at the Food Bank and also
R _ ) has just received her green card! YEAH! Jairus, from Africa, has graduated
Administrative Assistant, Joanne Theil from a program to do medical translations from English to Swahili, and his

673-2011, theil69@msn.com wife, Teresiah, has passed her written driving test. These are just a few of the

Congregation President, Paul Apple blessings God is providing for these people.

Music Director, Deborah DellOrfano Anyone interested, there is a volunteer training workshop from 6:30-9 pm on
January 13th at St. Kathryn's Church in Hudson. If you are interested, please
The Messiah Messenger is a monthly publjca- see Marge.
tion of Messiah Lutheran Church, Amherst
NH. Submissions should be made by the

deadline as noted on the back cover.

Q

Our host week is the week of December 27th and we will be celebrating 3
birthdays that week! Our next one is the week of February 14th.

Communications Team,
All of the people of God at Messiah SHARE: Thank you to all who brought in gifts for our adopted families. | am

sure there are many happy children out there because of you. God Bless!
Editor, Lisa Teichmann
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Another successful year. Not a record breaking year, the amount
brought in remained high-just under $4000!. Expenses have to
be taken out of this; but, hopefully, we will receive $500 in match-
ing funds from Thrivent. Anne Marie House, Habitat for Human-
ity and New Horizons in Manchester will all benefit from your
generosity. Plus, it was a fun evening! Thanks to all who bid
and all who helped and to Chuck Morshead, auctioneer. If you
are interested in being next year's host/hostess, please see
Marge Ball.
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After the hustle and bustle of the holidays, relax with a good book then join
us at 7 p.m. Friday, Jan. 29 at the home of Michelle Castell, 11 Douglas
Drive, Amherst. Our choice this month is Founding Mothers: The Women
Who Raised Our Nation by Cokie Roberts. Please bring a goodie or drink to
share! For more information, call the church office at 673-2011.

Nana's Hot Chicken Salad Casserole

3 whole chicken breasts, cooked and diced

2 cups finely diced celery

1/2 cup slivered almonds (optional)

1 cup finely diced onion

1 cup mayonnaise

1/2 lemon juiced

1 cup sharp cheddar cheese, shredded

1 cup crushed Lays potato chips (or crushed crackers - like Ritz)
1/2 teaspoon salt

1/2 cup chicken stock or broth

Pre-heat oven to 450*. Mix all ingredients (except the chicken
stock) in a large bowl. Put into a casserole dish. Pour chicken
stock over ingredients. Bake for 20 minutes or until golden Look for the latest church
brown. info, including snow
cancellations on the website
(www.messiahnh.orq)
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Pastor Tom and Lisa offer their
heartfelt thanks to those who
sent Christmas cards, and
those who gave delectable
gifts!

Our best wishes go out to all
the congregation during this
Christmas season, and we
wish you health and happiness
in the coming year.

May God bless you all!

Wednesday, January 6th at
6:00 pm at Messiah. Bring
friends and neighbors. Re-
freshments will be served.

Wayfarers Quest for Bible Knowledge

% + )

Would you like to reduce the
amount of paper in your mail-
box? Can you help us reduce
our postage and paper costs?
Do you like the idea of taking
a simple step towards living a
bit "greener"?

Then sign up to be e-mailed
when The Messenger will be
posted on our web site. Just
e-mail Joanne at messi-
ahnh@comcast.net and then
she will send you an e-mail
reminder each month about
checking out our web site
www.messiahnh.org where
you will find each month's
newsletter plus a whole lot
more!
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Do you like to bake? Do you
like to try new recipes but don't
have a large group at home to
enjoy them? Well, the Wayfar-
ers need your talents. We look-
ing for volunteers to provide
healthy (or not healthy but sim-
ply delicious) goodies for Sun-
day School. You can multi-task
and provide snacks for Sunday
School and leave enough for
coffee and fellowship. Sign-up
sheet in the narthex.

Look for new Christian
Education Schedule
on the website
(www.messiahnh.orq)

This year our Sunday School has a theme (much like VBS). It is “The Wayfarers,” and hark-
ens to days of old when knights were bold, when members of the realm sat in equality at the round-
table, and when a man named Luther took to the tower of the Wartburg Castle to study and translate
the bible into the language of the people. So...

Welcome all to the "Wayfarers" Sunday School, where there's always room for you at the
Roundtable, where you can sing along with the Traveling Troubadours, where the Court Jester ap-
pears each Sunday to offer his "Joke of the Week." And also where you, as a "Wayfarer" will seek
knowledge of the Bible and provide service to others.

Along the way, you'll play games, make things, conduct science experiments, whip up some-
thing in the kitchen, partake of royally good snacks, and hear the story of God's love for you through

Jesus .

Meanwhile, the Wayfarers' parents and other adults gather to discuss topics of the day--and
how our faith interacts with them. Bring to the circle your faith life and whatever Bible knowledge you
have, and in conversation with others, you will grow in Christ.

NOTE: Wayfarers' Sunday School and Adult Forum at Messiah are 9:30 - 10:20 am.
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Home Care Hospice Care Retirement  Community Housing
Medicare Access to Health Care Finances Independence
Transportation Caretakers Home Nursing Housing Arrangements
WHAT: Community meeting to discuss issues related to caring for aging parents and how

those affected by them can work together to create sustainable solutions

WHEN: Thursday, January 21 % 7:00 pm — 8:30 pm
(Snow Date: Thursday, January 28™)

WHERE: Messiah Lutheran Church of Amherst

303 Route 101
Amherst, NH 03031
603-673-2011

WHO: Members of Messiah Lutheran Church of Amherst, Souhegan Valley Community
Members, Granite State Organizing Project

Come join fellow Messiah Lutheran Church members, neighbors, and friends to talk about caring for aging
parents. We’'ll brainstorm issues, tell our stories, and begin to discuss how to come together to support and
create sustainable solutions to the issues affecting us and our friends, family members, and neighbors.

Organized by the Granite State Organizing Project
For more information, please contact Kaley Lentini at 603-668-8250 or klentinigsop@comcast.net
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We have already received God's greatest gift--
new life in the child of Bethlehem. We have
heard stories of how this ministry has touched
people's lives. We acknowledge that we are the
stewards of God's mission here in this place.
And that giving is our duty and our joy, and an
act of worship.

So, you are invited to make a commitment to
God and this church, and to follow the Magi to
the manger on January 10th at worship, and to
lay your gifts, along with theirs, at the King's
feet. Commitment cards will be available begin-
ning Jan 3, and though it is hoped that all will be
there to consecrate their gifts in person, the
cards can be handed or mailed to Jeff Cordts all
though the month.

+

The annual meeting of Messiah Lutheran
Church will be held after 10:30 am wor-
ship on Sunday, January 24th. There will
be a light luncheon provided (council
members are reminded to bring a platter
of sandwiches each).

On the agenda is discussion and approval
of the 2010 Mission Spending Plan, an-
other look at the feasibility of selling the
parsonage, election of council members,
appointment of Synod assembly voting
members, election of a nominating com-
mittee, and receiving reports from Pastor,
treasurer and ministry teams.
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Deadline for the January
newsletter is December 20th.
Please submit articles to
mic_nwsletter@hotmail.com

6’ plastic folding tables to replace
the heavy ones in the Sunday
school rooms. (approximate cost
$60 each)

Worship Banners—especially
green banners (see Pastor Tom f
specifics) $100+

Wireless mics—$100 each

If you're interested in donating ari
of the above items, please see P
tor Tom.

Thank you to the DeNobles who
donated a flat screen monitor for
the secretary’s computer!
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Come Share the Spirit!
AW
b

Sunday School 9:30 am
Adult Forum 9:30 am
Worship Service 10:30 am

Messiah Lutheran Church is lo-
cated at 303 Rt.101E in Amherst
1/2 mile east of the shops of
“Salzburg Square”. Contact the
church by calling 603-673-2011
or visit us online at
http://www.messiahnh.org



