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The people who devised the church calendar were pretty smart cookies, let me tell you. Putting the season of
Advent right at the beginning, with the Nativity of our Lord hot on its heels, was nothing short of pure genius!

Think about it. Suppose they had slid Lent in there. Can you imagine starting the year off with a blaze of—
self-searching and repentance? In the middle of winter? That would be hard to bear. Or imagine that, instead
of placing Advent before Christmas, those calendar people closed the year with it? All that anticipation and
fervent expectation, just...ending. That's like taking the kids to Disney World and just driving around the park-
ing lot once before hitting it for home.

Yeah, kicking the year off with Advent, and then popping seamlessly right into the birth of Jesus, is brilliant—
for sure. Mainly because it starts off the church year looking with hope at the past, present, and future. |
know, | know—it sounds like “A Christmas Carol” with those ghosts of Christmas past, present, and future.
But the comparison ends right there (and besides, they put the church calendar together way before Dickens
ever had a Scroogey thought).

Here it is: Advent gives us the assurance that the past is redeemed, the promise that Jesus is present in our
present, and the expectation that, in the end (our future—both individual and corporate) the things opposed to
God will no longer be able to resist the overwhelming power of his love, and Christ will reign over a renewed
world and a resurrected people. That's a mouthful. Let's look at those one by one....

Past redeemed — we trust that Jesus of Nazareth, born two millennia ago, died for our sins and replaced them
with grace, mercy, and kinship with God. In Advent, we look back at the Christ of history.

Jesus present in our present — we are reminded that Jesus is Immanuel, “God with us.” He is active in our
lives, our church, our community, and our world. The lighting of the Advent wreath each week symbolically
recalls the presence of Jesus, which is made real and available for all in the bread and wine.

A renewed world and resurrected people — “Christ will come again.” Not to destroy creation, and not to enact
a return to Eden. But to remold the earth and her systems into the paradoxical “peaceable kingdom,” inhab-
ited by Jesus and a people no longer captive to death. In Advent we look to that future and make ourselves
and our world as ready for its arrival as we can.

All these are tied neatly up in a swaddling clothes bundle on Christmas Day with the birth of the Savior. It is
he, fleshy as are we, who once for always gave his life for us. It is he who in his humble incarnation assures
us of his abiding presence in our lives. And it is he, the tiny child of Bethlehem, for whom we make our hearts
and minds ready—both now, at Christmas tide, and at that bright, blinding moment when all will be trans-
formed by the love we share with our creator!

Yes, the calendar guys got it right. Advent is a good starting point. For it points us towards the coming inter-
section of God and humanity, held in the grasping baby hands of Jesus, born of Mary.

May God bless you with peace and love this Advent and Christmas time!
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Happenings at Anne Marie House: We are now at capacity - eight families/24 people. Itis a very cohesive
group right now - mostly all pitching in to help one another. We just completed our host week along with Con-
gregational Church of Amherst. As far as | know, all went well. Our next week is that of December 28th.

Anyone wanting to help out, with the increase in the number of people, there is always a need for all kinds of
personal products, diapers, wipes and laundry detergent. Also needed is hand wash. Just bring them to
church and leave them in the basket in the hall. Thank you!

It is a busy time for SHARE also. They are getting ready to distribute about 300 Thanksgiving food bas-
kets. Families have been adopted for Christmas and the Holiday Toy Store is getting ready to open.

Ministers, All of the people at Messiah
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The Saint John's Bible is a work of art and a work of theology. A team of
artists coordinated by Donald Jackson in Wales and a team of scholars
in Central Minnesota have brought together the ancient techniques of
calligraphy and illumination with an ecumenical Christian approach to
the Bible rooted in Benedictine spirituality. The result is a living docu-
ment and a monumental achievement.

Hear a presentation on this ancient art of illumination in the 21st Cen-
tury, Thursday December 3, 2009 from 7 to 9 PM at Salem Covenant
Church, 215 Mountain Street East, Worcester. This is made possible by
the Massachusetts Bible Society

Back in the 1990s, Donald Jackson observed the monks of Saint John's
Abbey processing with their Book of the Gospels for Sunday Mass, and
he recognized the importance of "their book." To create a Bible that
would capture the beauty and tradition of centuries of liturgy and carry it
into the future-that is the vision that united a calligrapher in Wales with a
group of Benedictine monks in Minnesota.

RSVP by calling 617-969-9404 or email admin@massbible.org
www.massbible.org/saint-johns-bible-exhibit-worcester
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GOING! GOING! GONE!

Get ready to bid! These are tough times, not only for families, but also all
of those organizations out there that are in the "business" of assisting
those in need. This will be a great opportunity to help our local chari-

ties. Whatever is brought in will go directly to the designated chari-

ties. HABITAT FOR HUMANITY has been chosen. A few years ago Mes-
siah entered into a covenant with Habitat, promising to remember them in
our prayers and to help financially as we are able. Here is our

chance! Habitat is building a home in Nashua; and in the spring will build
one in Milford for a family who graduated from AMH and is now in an
apartment. They can't wait!

Another recipient will be ANNE MARIE HOUSE, which has a $200,000 a year budget and does receive
grants; but depends on contributions and fundraisers to meet their needs.

Also, NEW HORIZONS will benefit from our generosity. This organization is located in Manchester and
serves the homeless, runs a food pantry and supports Angie's House - a home for women escaping domestic
abuse.

So please do what you can, bring those items in and bid as you are able. A table will be set up in the narthex
for auction items. The poster on the back wall will tell you when to bring them in. Sign up for attendance and
food items is also located in the narthex. If you do not get to church, you can bring your item that eve-

ning. Ken and Karla will be there to assist you.

Another feature this year will be a wine tasting hosted by our wine connoisseur, Kauko Aunio. Attendance will
be limited to the supply of wine. So, come out for an evening of delicious food and fun and bring a
friend! Donation is $10/person. Questions? See the Aunios or Balls.

The Holiday Dinner and Auction is an adults only event.

5:00 pm & 8:00 pm

This year's worship schedule for Christmas Eve is a bit different in or-
der to best serve our membership and the community on this special
night.

At 5:00 pm there will be a family worship designed especially for fami-
lies with small children and will feature an extended children’s sermon
and lots of things for little ones to see and hear.

We will be trying a new time for our later service this year, 8:00 pm. It
is hoped that this will be a more convenient time. The worship will fea-
ture the Service of Lessons and Carols.

Both services will include communion and a candle lighting.
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I love hymns that tell stories. Probably it's because | find it so much
easier to learn facts and important concepts in conjunction with music,
rhythm and art.

During Advent and the Christmas season we hear music that speaks to
us differently from the hymns we sing throughout the rest of the year.
There is something about the tunes and even the words that seem to
please everyone we know, even if they don't go to the same church or
even celebrate Christmas. | was thinking about the pleasure and ex-
citement | have every year when it's time to polish up the old hymns
and find new arrangements that tell the same Christmas story but in a
slightly different way.

This year we're going to present a pageant that will be very different.
There will be opportunities for you to share your talents in many ways.
There will be time to act, to sing, to draw pictures.

We're going on an adventure with Mary and Joseph. We'll discover the
route they took to get to the moment when Jesus is born; and to under-
stand why the birth of one special baby changed the world.

Pastor Tom and | hope you will join us on Saturday, December 5 and
12 from 9 - 11 to take this special trip through history, play games, act,
sing songs, draw the story and write and tell your version of The Birth
of Christ. See you on the 5th at 9.

Wayfarers Quest for Bible Knowledge

Do you like to bake? Do you
like to try new recipes but don't
have a large group at home to
enjoy them? Well, the Wayfar-
ers need your talents. We look-
ing for volunteers to provide
healthy (or not healthy but sim-
ply delicious) goodies for Sun-
day School. You can multi-task
and provide snacks for Sunday
School and leave enough for
coffee and fellowship. Sign-up
sheet in the narthex.

This year our Sunday School has a theme (much like VBS). It is “The Wayfarers,” and hark-
ens to days of old when knights were bold, when members of the realm sat in equality at the round-
table, and when a man named Luther took to the tower of the Wartburg Castle to study and translate

the bible into the language of the people. So...

Welcome all to the "Wayfarers" Sunday School, where there's always room for you at the
Roundtable, where you can sing along with the Traveling Troubadours, where the Court Jester ap-
pears each Sunday to offer his "Joke of the Week." And also where you, as a "Wayfarer" will seek

knowledge of the Bible and provide service to others.

Along the way, you'll play games, make things, conduct science experiments, whip up some-
thing in the kitchen, partake of royally good snacks, and hear the story of God's love for you through

Jesus .

Meanwhile, the Wayfarers' parents and other adults gather to discuss topics of the day--and
how our faith interacts with them. Bring to the circle your faith life and whatever Bible knowledge you

have, and in conversation with others, you will grow in Christ.

NOTE: Wayfarers' Sunday School and Adult Forum at Messiah are 9:30 - 10:20 am.
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By Kenneth Duesing

Change for Change is an ELCA initiative to
raise $1,000,000 dollars in change for world
hunger. This summer at the National Youth
Gathering in ELCA, $153,000 was donated by
the participants. For three weeks in Novem-
ber, MLC did its own part by donating change
during offering. It was a joy to see young and
old emptying pockets, piggy banks, and large
containers during the offering. A bigger joy
was seeing the smiles on people’s faces as they heard the racket that
ensued (apologies are sincerely offered to the choir, as | don’t think the
accompaniment was quite what they expected). MLC raised an as-
tounding $582.17 during this time period. Thanks to all who donated.
Your money is going to a great cause.

Seven of us traveled to Hartford to hear A Bunch of Guys and brought
the change with us, along with many others in the Synod, as people
traveled from near and far to participate. The concert was full of joy
and meaning, plus there were delicious cookies of many flavors after-
ward. Throughout the Synod people donated 179,421 coins, totaling
$9,337. That's a lot of change! Additionally, people donated $2,011 in
cash and checks and Thrivent gave another $800 in matching funds,
for a total of over $12,000 from just this one event. Imagine how much
change your little amount of change can do when all people come to-
gether to change the world. What a wonderful lesson for all of us.

Special thanks go out to John Ensinger, Brian Apple, Sabine DeShazo,
Katie Bonfiglio, Valerie Wisneski, Kari Berkner, Trudi and Ed Costa,
Karla Seckinger, Lisa Teichmann, Mary Peterson, and Deb DellOrfano
for counting our change after church. It took 45 minutes with all those
people working together. Blessings to you all.
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We will meet again in January. We need YOU to help us choose the
next book! Check out the three choices below. Also, who would like to
host? It's easy: you provide the setting, everyone else brings the
shacks, sweets, and/or drinks! Fellowship, food and a good read - is
there any better way to spend a wintery January evening?

Founding Mothers: The Women Who Raised Our Nation by Cokie
Roberts

Kabul Beauty School by Deborah
Rodriguez

Plan B: Further Thoughts on Faith,
by Anne Lamott

Email Tonya Pisinski at tonyapisin-
ski@yahoo.com with your

choice. Questions? Call the church
office at 673-2011.
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Would you like to reduce the
amount of paper in your mail-
box? Can you help us reduce
our postage and paper costs?
Do you like the idea of taking a
simple step towards living a bit
"'greenwermr"?
Then sign up to be e-mailed
when The Messenger will be
posted on our web site. Just e-
mail Joanne at messi-
ahnh@comcast.net and then
she will send you an e-mail re-
minder each month about
checking out our web site
www.messiahnh.org where you
will find each month's newslet-
ter plus a whole lot more!
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Tim Keyl, pastor of Christ the King
in Nashua and coordinator for the
New England Synod Companion
Relationship with Lutherans in
Jordan and the Holy Land, is
leading another group on a Pil-
grimage to the Holy Land May 4-
18, 2010, focusing on Lutheran
ministries and Holy sites. To se-
cure your spot, go to
www.ctknashua.org and find the
“2010 Pilgrimage info”

tab. Deadline is January 1, 2010.
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“For unto you is born this day in the city of David, a savior, who is
Christ the Lord.”

| usually tell the children preparing for their first communion to receive
the bread by cupping both hands together, forming what | call the
“manger” in which the Christ is placed. (I believe it was my father who
taught me that one.) | also let them know that they are truly ready to
receive the body and blood of Christ—not when they confess all their
sins, not when they have the bible memorized, and not when their
quota of good deeds is attained—rather they are sufficiently ready to
touch God if they but only believe that it’s “for you.” In the same way
the gospel of Luke readies us to receive the baby Jesus with the words
“for unto you...” This is a gift with our names on it. A gift greater than
all others because he brings us a renewed relationship with God—
peace.

Our stewardship emphasis reflects on the greatest gift of Jesus Christ,
from whom flows a great torrent of other gifts. We, in turn, show our
thankfulness by sharing those gifts with each other and those in need,
and by offering our “tithe” back to God’s mission. These are not finan-
cial transactions, in which we pay for services rendered. Instead it is
carrying out God’s purposes, tending God’s creation, and surrendering
to God’s love and care. That's why we stewardship types say that dis-
ciples have a need to give. It part of letting God reign in you!

The Greatest Gift stewardship emphasis kicks off the first Sunday in
Advent with the first of five ministry and mission moments—stories
from members who have been touched by Messiah in a meaningful
way. After worship there will be a “dog and beaner” pot luck lunch, with
hot dogs and beans provided (please bring a side or soda to share).
Word has it an entertaining educational exciting event will also take
place.

You'll hear the stories of Messiah’s mission all through Advent and
Christmas. And then when Epiphany comes on January 10", we will
follow the Magi to the Christ child and place our gifts (in the form of
commitment cards) in the manger. You will receive a Commitment
Card to fill out that morning, but an earlier bulletin insert will help you
prayerfully discern the extent of your gift to God in this unique time of
opportunity and need.

The emphasis winds up with a festive coffee hour on the tenth. Festive
meaning cake will be involved! We’'ll celebrate together the love and
faith expressed in the consecration of the gifts, and look forward to an-
other year of Messiah mission and ministry!

Pastor, Richard Ball, Rob Brundage, Brian Meldrum, Dean Jahns
(The Stewardship Team)

For every pound of consum-
able Equal Exchange goods
that we purchase at church -
coffee, tea, chocolate, cranber-
ries, pecans, etc. that you buy,
and fellowship hour coffee that
Messiah buys — 20 cents goes
to the Small Farmer Fund. For
orders place by Lutheran
churches, this gets passed to
Lutheran World Relief. LWR
sends some of that money to
the farmers we purchase
from, helping them set up their
farms and systems. In 2008,
Equal Exchange sent
$63,111.20 to LWR!!

So when you purchase coffee
and snacks at Messiah, not
only are you supporting the fair
trade mission — you are also
supporting Lutheran World Re-
lief — which in turn support the
fair trade mission.



%

Deadline for the January
newsletter is December 20th.
Please submit articles to
mic_nwsletter@hotmail.com
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We are wishing for a new compul
monitor for the secretary’s work-

station. If you would like to donat
this piece of equipment please se
Pastor (about $200).

6’ plastic folding tables to replace
the heavy ones in the Sunday
school rooms. (approximate cost
$60 each)

Worship Banners—especially
green banners (see Pastor Tom f
specifics) $100+

New clock for the nursery
If you're interested in donating ari

of the above items, please see P
tor Tom.

1%

Yy

#
$% &'()

x4+

#

Come Share the Spirit!
AW
b

Sunday School 9:30 am
Adult Forum 9:30 am
Worship Service 10:30 an

Messiah Lutheran Church is lo-
cated at 303 Rt.101E in Amherst
1/2 mile east of the shops of
“Salzburg Square”.
AS™ church by calling 603-673-2011

or visit us online at

http://www.messiahnh.org

Contact the



