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“So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are citizens with the saints, and also members of the
household of God...” Ephesians 3:19

Are you on Facebook? Do you Twitter? Is there room on your My Space page? Don’t know what I'm talking
about? These are the top three “social networking” websites on the Internet. And what is a social network,
you ask? It's a group of people loosely banded together by shared interests, experiences, and relationships.

My Space, the first prominent network, allowed members to create and view personalized “pages” with lots
of content. Facebook, which originated in the college world, exchanged pages for “friending people” and writ-
ing messages on each other’s virtual walls. Twitter—the newest—involves “following” other people’s real life
via text messages, and/or being followed as you “tweet” messages based on the minutia of what you’re doing
every few minutes!

Social networking has gotten so popular that churches are hopping on the bandwagon (fully 30 years ahead
of their usual assimilation of pop culture and technology!). They are even inviting people to tweet (send a
message) during the sermon.

At the heart of the success of social networking is the overwhelming desire for human contact that we all
share. On the computer that is satisfied by messaging back and forth with people you used to know, know
now, and just met. On Facebook you are prompted to post your “status,” (what's on your mind) as often as it
changes. Twitter encourages you to do the same in 140 characters or less. Succinct, by all means.

That seems to suit most people fine. And these sites are so popular perhaps because we want to know—but
not too much (TMI). Placing your status on line is revealing, but usually in a cryptic manner (I'm so sad to-
day). And the space limitations save us from getting too wrapped up in our friends problems. So it's perfect
for most people.

But we as the church are different than most people. We want to know, because we want to help. We reveal
our hurts and dark secrets to have them purged by the Word that our network wields. And we are gathered
not by faceless computer demi-gods who lust after our consumer information, but by the Living God in Christ
Jesus. We are different, but we have the same need for connection.

So we will borrow from the technology—both by using it for our own purposes (as we do on Messiah's Face-
book page), and by forming real, live groups that will help us keep up to date with everyone’s “status” and
provide a way to communicate personally with the congregation. Called Shepherding Groups, they will consist
of five to ten individuals or families, under the care of a “shepherd” who will check in regularly with everyone’s
well-being, and pass along information that requires a more delicate approach then, say, email.

I hope that you get involved with Messiah’s social network through dinner groups, activities, programs and
the like. But mostly | hope you decide to be a part of our spiritual network by being in a group, acting as a
shepherd, and by making the move from head to head friendships, to heart to heart relationships.

In Christ,



In our prayers: Al DeMello, Barbara Wilson (B. Wurst's Mom), Robert, Judy & Bill Hildebrandt
(Bauerschmidt’s rel.), Janey Stokes (rel of the Wurst’s), Jane Lind (D. Bonfiglio’s Aunt), Our mili-
tary personnel, Perham Family, = Suzy Atwell (friend of the Mitchell’s), Ed Burgess (friend of B.
Wurst), Jean Ahrendt & Michaela (N. Hammerstrom’s Mom & niece), Stan Kelliher (K. Petersen’s
Dad), Melissa Salisbury (rel. of the Salisbury’s),Claire Teichmann, Ken Fisher ( friend of E.
Costa), Lois Gossen ( D. Vaughn's Mom) Terry Klecker (rel. of the Costa’s), Sarah (friend of the
Costa’s), Pat Sapienza (Friend of the Costa’s), Dean Story (friend of R. Theil), lan Vilegi & family
(friend’s of T. Morshead).
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School is almost over but it is not too early to think $
about those backpacks for the fall. While you weed
out your closets, basements or just shop early for Do you have a family-

the kids please keep in mind the following items. sized recipe that is
They will be needed for our assembly of backpacks  great for the summer?
for the Nashua Soup Kitchen in August. Maybe you created a
new dish for a large
Items Needed gathering that was a
crowd pleaser! We are always looking for new
backpacks 3-ring binders & paper  jdeas for our Ash Street Shelter meals. Please
spiral notebooks pencils send you tried and tested recipes to
erasers ballpoint pens psapple@comcast.net. Thanks!
markers crayons
rulers glue sticks
pencil sharpeners folders
paperback dictionaries
calculators

Mainspring Hamburger Tater Tots Hot Dish

Ministers, All of the people at Messiah 2 Ibs. ground beef
2 cans any type cream soup

Pastoral Care, Reverend Tom Teichmann 1 (32 OZ.) bag Tater Tots
672-3734, pastorteich@comcast.net
Administrative Assistant, Joanne Theil opt. seasonings:

673-2011, theil69@msn.com Chopped green pepper, red pepper
Congregation President, Paul Apple onion & garllc

Music Director, Deborah DellOrfano 1/2 Ib. (2 cups) grated cheddar
The Messiah Messenger is a monthly publ|ca- . . . . .
tion of Messiah Lutheran Church, Amherst Cook ground beef with peppers, onion and garlic, drain. Put mix-
NH. Submissions should be made by the ture into a 9 x 13 inch pan. Mix soups and pour over the meat.
deadline as noted on the back cover. Place a layer of cheese over the soups. Arrange Tater Tots over
Communications Team, cheese. Bake at 350° for 1 1/2 hours, until cheese is melted and
All of the people of God at Messiah Tater Tots are golden.

Q

Editor, Lisa Teichmann
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In March, | attended a workshop that was offered by the Merri-
mack Valley Chapter of the American Guild of Organists. | con-
tinue my membership with this organization because they offer
educational programs not just related to organ playing but also
many other aspects of church music. The day was spent learn-

ing about Gregorian chant, using folk music in the church as well
as some choral reading in traditional and African music.

This workshop was of particular interest to me because a friend
and extremely knowledgeable musician was presenting a short
lecture called, Resources in the South African Choral Tradition,
and since our new hymnbook uses many selections from that tra-
dition, | thought it would be useful to learn a little bit more about
how we could enjoy this musical style.

It was a funny scene. You have to picture many white-haired,
old-world, traditional organists who have never stepped out of
their comfort zone before trying to move their hips and feet while
singing (without music) a rhythm that was totally beyond them.
But we all tried and had a lot of fun following Dr. Colley’s guest,
Teboho Moeno, the music director of Matimba ya Ripfumelo,
Boston’s premier South African Vocal Ensemble. Mr. Moeno at-
tempted to teach a three part song to us, and then show us how
to move to the beat. Some of us did okay; most failed miserably,
but had a lot of fun trying.

Dr. Colley’s goal was to help church musicians incorporate the
South African song into practice in church services in a manner
that is as culturally respectful and as authentic as possible. Hav-
ing been introduced to the concept and because so many
churches in our area are reaching out to the immigrant popula-
tions of Nashua and Manchester, we might consider contacting
many churches of all traditions to come to a workshop and con-
cert at our church where this new group could both instruct and
perform for us.

The group was established for the benefit of helping vulnerable
children in South Africa.

For more information please visit www.tremendoushearts.org to
learn about the singing group and then we could see if there is
any interest in asking them to come North to give a workshop
(attendees would pay a small fee) and then give a free-will con-
cert. This could be another way of reaching out to the commu-
nity that is both ecumenical and worship and music related.

Thank you for sponsoring me at this workshop.
Deb
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Would you like to reduce the
amount of paper in your mail-
box? Can you help us reduce
our postage and paper costs?
Do you like the idea of taking a
simple step towards living a bit
"'greemnwerwr"?

Then sign up to be e-mailed
when The Messenger will be
posted on our web site. Just e-
mail Joanne at messi-
ahnh@comcast.net and then
she will send you an e-mail re-
minder each month about
checking out our web site
www.messiahnh.org where you
will find each month's newslet-
ter plus a whole lot more!

~
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Please be aware of visitors
and/or guests. It is easy to
overlook them as we get
caught up with chatting with
church friends. Be alert and
greet. If you are not sure if they
are a first time visitor, an ap-
propriate greeting is, “lI don’t
think we have met, my name
Is...”
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Council President, Paul Apple,
puckers up in the name of char-
ity. On Saturday, May 16th Paul
was the winner of the Kiss the
Cow contest in Mont Vernon.
Over the last three months,
money was placed in the select-

day. The KISS the Cow cam-
paign raised close to a $1,000 in
contributions. All proceeds went
directly to Neighbor 2 Neighbor
(N2N), a volunteer organization
in Mont Vernon to raise money
for those in town with financial
needs.
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Our host week (along with CCA) is the week of June 14™. Next one will be that of August 2"
Thank you in advance to all who will igive of their time. We are currently housing eight families
(nine adults and sixteen children).
Laurie Skibba, our director fell (at AMH) and broke her ankle. This happened in March. Sorry this
communication did not get out; but we had left town at the time. | did take her a card and flowers
from the congregation. The following is a note we received:

To all my Messiah friends,

Thank you so much for your most beautiful spring bouquet. It brightens my spirits just to look at it.
Hobbling around on crutches is no fun; but knowing that | have special people who care about how
| am doing is truly a blessing.

Thanks again,

Laurie Skibba

Laurie is off of her crutches and recovering nicely.

The reality of volunteering brings such joy; but sometimes when we do God’s work we “get dirty.”
Yes, it can be difficult at times, but we need to remain steadfast and focused on the task at hand
and remember that we both, individually and as a congregation have been called by Him for this
purpose: to feed, house and clothe those in need. What is your heart calling you to do? ISAIAH
58:7 “Is it not to share your food with the hungry and to provide the poor wanderer with shelter.”
Again, | ask if you are the least bit interested in helping with this ministry, please see Marge.

With your help we can reach out and make a difference in the world — one family at a time. TO HIM
BE THE GLORY.

If you would like to just see what is going on at AMH; we do have a “Come and See” program go-
ing on — again, just let me know. Marge
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The Twentieth Annual Souhegan Valley Interfaith CROP Hunger
Walk on Sunday, May 3rd, was a record-breaking event; the goal
was $40,000 and we topped it! The number of walkers increased
to 380; Messiah had 44 walkers, up from 34 last year, also a re-
cord! Official stats are as follows:

YEAR 2008 2009
# WALKERS 350 380
AMOUNT RAISED $37,441 $41,554
$ PER WALKER $106.97 $109.35

This year the youngest walker was 4 years 2 months and the old-
est were 84 and 85 completing the 10k route. A 2 year old com-
pleted the short walk!

Three families of five members or more finished the full walk: two
are from MLC--Paul and Stephanie Apple, with Andrew, Brian,
and Elizabeth; and Chuck Morshead, with Zach, Andrea, Jacob,
Carolyn, and Rachael. The Moreshead family brought in the 2™
most pledges for families of five. Andrew Apple was Messiah’s
youngest walker.

Messiah also had four families of four who walked:

The Ensingers with Mitchell and John, the Petersens with Rachel
and Rebecca, the Meldrums with Anna and Brian, and the Theils
with Greg, Ryan, (and Samantha for the day)! Young Brian Mel-
drum brought in the 2™ most pledges for his age group.

Think of the future. John David, Cropwalk Coordinator, states:
You can mark Sunday, May 2nd, 2010 as the date of the next
Souhegan Valley Interfaith CROP Walk. The 2009 Walk goes
down in our records as the biggest and best yet. There is every
reason to expect 2010 to draw even more support from our area,
as the spirit of community and compassion, and the belief we can
build a better world, grows with us.

Many thanks to all those who walked or sponsored walkers, and
a round of applause again for our “Idol” performers, Doug Pulfer,
“Stand by Me”, Rande Neukam, Dean Jahns, Ken and Karla
Duesing, “Ground Control to Pastor Tom”, and Pastor Tom,
“Funky T”. Peace in!

-/
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Sarah Retelle is graduating
from University of NH with a
Bachelor of Science degree in
Communication Sciences and
Disorders. She is looking for a
Speech assistantship to help
her see what the different jobs
within this area entalil.

Angela Bonfiglio is graduat-
ing from Manchester High
School West on June 20th, and
will be studying Youth & Family
Ministry at Augsburg College in
MN in the fall.

Zach Morshead is graduating
from Manchester High School
West on June 20" and will be
attending NH Technical Insti-

tute in the fall.

Scott De Noble is graduating
from Derryfield High School in
Manchester on June 13th and
will be attending Rensselaer

Polytechnic Institute in the fall.

SHARE is enjoying their new accommodations as are the volunteers and clients. What a difference!
They are also in need of shampoo, conditioner, coffee and size 5/6 diapers.



VBS for any child (rising) 6™ grade and under will be held at Mes-

. : siah July 13-17, 2009. The theme is “Wise Guys (and Gals!) of the
Bible” and will include bible stories and lessons, crafts, games,
3 songs, and celebrating God'’s creation.
Time: 9 am — 12 n M-Th, Friday 6-8pm with picnic dinner

T Place: Messiah Lutheran Church
‘gﬁi‘n L:L.f ..:,1 a_h,:, ﬁg\ o | For: Messiah Kids and their friends
3]

To register: Send your child’s name and age by email to messiahnh@comcast.net Please also give
emergency contact information and medical information (allergies, meds, etc).

Transportation: Consider carpooling with another family if your work schedule makes it impossible
for you to pick up or drop off your child.

To volunteer: We need snack makers, teacher assistants (good for younger teens), a crafts coordi-
nator, a games guru, and a person to purchase supplies. Email Pastor Tom -
pastorteich@comcast.net to volunteer

4
Green Time — we have entered the period of the church year called il
“Ordinary Time,” or the green season, or the time after Pentecost. It — =
is a long block of time with no major festivals or commemorations. ( Sf-\
Kind of a rest period. This year we plan to spend these somewhat ¢ ';‘)‘
lazy-hazy days celebrating the ordinary things in life. Things that =
aren’t appreciated as much as they might be. Things like water, /a\ /-
friends, sunshine on the grass, and red, ripe tomatoes. We’'ll pray \\ ]’: 7
for, eat, drink, smell, touch, sing about, and enjoy the ordinary in (’?/(\\\
general. Do you have something ordinary in mind that you’'d love to ) /é\
lift up in thanksgiving to God? Let Pastor know, so he can add it to / D \’
the list!

Worship Assistants Workshop

Part one — Lectors and Liturgists will meet at 9 am on Sunday June 21% to brush up skills, learn
some new techniques and music (liturgists), and to discuss what's working well, and what'’s not.

Part two — Ushers, Greeters, Presenters and Communion Servers. After worship on Sunday June
21%, Pastor would like to meet with all those who play these roles in our worship service. The object
is to refresh your memories and to make adjustments in these responsibilities where needed.

Both parts of this workshop will be repeated in September for those who can’t make it to the June
one.



3 04

Our Kairos consultant urged us as a congregation to study further some opportunities fro focused
ministry over the next few years. Gatherings of Messiah members called Mission Possible groups
met over the last five months to do this and are now ready to report. The groups are:

Enhancing Worship and Music

Growing Messiah (Marketing)

Ministry using Messiah House
Reaching Younger Singles and Families

Written reports are available on the church website, or from Pastor. Next step: enacting the ideas we
feel called to address.

# (

People of Messiah, thank you
for your gifts during the first
third of the fiscal year. A
thought - Please consider of-
fering your financial help in ad-
vance when leaving for vaca-
tion this summer.

A stewardship-style use of the
church building: The May 16"
Red Cross Blood Drive col-
lected 41 units, and was a
great outreach to our commu-
nity. Next one is in mid Janu-
ary.

Seminary Sunday was ob-

served in May, with Rev. Ted
Steege from the Philadelphia
Seminary offering both infor-

mation on that institution’s mis-  Lauren Cordts and Andrea Morshead clean-up at the Messiah
sion, and God’s proclaimed Youth Car wash on May 23rd. Over $300 dollars was collected
word in sermon form. An offer- for the New Orleans Youth Gathering in July. Thanks to all those
ing was taken up to help sup- who brought their cars for a wash!

port the Seminary, the amount

given--$355.
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Deadline for the May newsletter
Sunday, June 21.
Please submit articles to
mic_nwsletter@hotmail.com

We are looking for a new comj
puter to replace the old (and
very slow) computer in Joanng’s
office.

6’ plastic folding tables to re-
place the heavy ones in the Sun-
day school rooms.

Worship Banners—especially

Come Share the Spirit!

AW
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Sunday School 9:00 am
Adult Forum 9:00 am
Fellowship 10:00 am

Worship Service 10:30 am

green banners (see Pastor Ton June 14th is the last Sunday Schpol/

for specifics)

Adult Forum.Worship will be at

9:00 am beginning July 5th.

If you're interested in donating
any of the above items, pleasg
see Pastor Tom.

$% &'())
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Messiah Lutheran Church is lo-
cated at 303 Rt.101E in Amherst
1/2 mile east of the shops of
“Salzburg Square”. Contact the
church by calling 603-673-2011
or visit us online at
http://www.messiahnh.org



