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thoughts from your pastor

There’s an old story of a monastery that once fhed, but had now fallen on hard times. Expenss wp and the
brothers’ crops did not bring in enough to payliiiis. The brothers were disheartened, and beaaiubat,, they be-
came irritated with each other over even the digtissue. Their dispositions discouraged thosegoten who visited
who might have stayed and become monks. The algdaatgr of the monastery) was at a loss for whebtabout all
this.

It seems that a wise old rabbi took daily walk¢hia forest behind the troubled monastery. One th@yabbot had the
idea of seeking the rabbi’s advice. And so he fedd the rabbi through the woods to a little hute Tabbi promptly
answered his tentative knock, smiled and led him table set with two places. They sat and begaatto

While they nourished their bodies, the abbot poungtchis soul—telling the rabbi of the monastelight. The rabbi
listened carefully, and then spoke. “The Messiami®ng you,” he said, and then he said no more.

The abbot was intrigued! He dashed home and gathleecbrothers to tell them, “The old rabbi who kgah the woods
says the Messiah is among us!” The room was diterd moment before erupting in the excited chaifehe monks.
“Who is it,” they mused, “Which one here is the Idias?”

Brother Aidan looked over at Brother Marcus widwninterest—perhagse was the Messiah. He vowed to treat him
better. Brother Jack squirmed in his seat nextraitgr Brooks. What if he were the Messiah? Itgputhole new light
on it!

From that day on, the brothers held each othesnddr regard, always anticipating the Messiaheir fiellow monks.
They loved and served one another as they kneMéssiah would have them do. Gradually, this nevarggpilled out
into the community, and people began streamingupda monastery to see for themselves these moné&dreated
each other as if the Messiah were there among t8eme stayed, and joined the brothers in theitdigether. But, stay
or go,everyonenvho encountered these ones marveled at their émcewere moved by it.

For those of you who missed it, Carl’'s devotiowat third Advent worship service talked about hashw Christ in
his neighbor and was inspired by how that neighdgore of himself. Later on in this newsletter, yiowad Ed’s story of
how he encountered the Messiah in the person oEpital room mate. Both reflect the story of thenksp and, in a
very real way, the central core of what we professe doing together as Messiah Lutheran Church.

Such testimonies open our eyes to what has beenithont of them all along: “The Messiah is angoyou!” Jesus
Messiah is Emmanuel, which means “God with us.”ablknowledge it every Sunday with the call and raspp“The
Lord be with you.” “And also with you.” Wherever @&vor three are gather, Jesus has promised to be thlso. How
can such news not change our relationship with &uodl each other? How can visitors to such a pladebeccaught up
in its faith, hope and love? And how can we notifeatthe Christ of God in all that we say or dge¢ther—knowing
that...

The Messiah is among us! Praise be to God!



Thank you so much for donating A very Merry Christmas and blessed New Year frorh thbse at
toward my repair bill. Your gift AnHI Thank you for all of your dedication and geasity throughout

helped me get a car so | could get,nng The foliowing letter comes from Laurie. Shemted me to pass it
back and forth to work and bring my on to all of you:

kids back and forth to daycare.

Thank you for your heartfelt gift. | _ . : o
appreciate it more than you know. Happy Holidays to you and may whatever brings yoyat this time of

year bless your special gatherings with familiesl dnends. | would
Take care and God Bless, like to take this opportunity to share with you raxtended Anne

Nicole (from Anne Marie House) Marie House family- what this program means to guests. Here is a
note that was sent to me inside one of the Christraads we received
last week:

Merry Christmas Laurie from the (name omitted)

family. | wanted to thank all of you for giving as
Notice of cancellations will be Pome SO we Icould gdet stronglj(er in rl:fe and p][olvlde
placed on WMUR-TV9, and or our son. | wanted you to know how grateful we

the church website: are that all of you gave us that chance. Thank you.

www.messiahnh.org. For those on
the e-mail list you will receive
notice via e-mail as well. Phone
calls mayalso be used to notify

So, in turn, | thank each and every one of youriaking this program
possible; we do transform lives here at AMH! Wegdcee families a
chance to get stronger and get back on their econéeet, so they may
you of a cancellation. Giving the live indgpendently again. And, we do offer hopée haspitality to all
office your cell phone number will the families that enter through our door. | amgsat_e_ful that togethe_r,
help with this. When in doubt call we really do make a difference in so many familige's here in this
area. Thanks again. You are ALL a treasure; andhlteuly grateful to

Pastor or the church. . A :
serve with you in this very special program.

Holiday Joy,
Laurie
Ministers, _
All of the people of God at Messiah | say "thank you" to our volunteers and our entivpagregation for your
Pastoral Care, Reverend Tom Teichmann|  cONtinued support. Our next host week with CCAhis week of Janu-
672-3734, pastorteich@comcast.net ary 18th. We will be in touch! We also have a rfamily at AMH-a
o _ _ mom, with Parkinson’s disease and two daughtergntD12. That is
Administrative Assistant, Joanne Theil f ilv# 7
673-2011, theil69@msn.com amly_ o o . . .
| did visit Amy the other day (living in Milford)and they are doing
Congregation President, Paul Apple OK. She had just taken Aiden to Boston to be ckéabut and he is

doing as well as he can be, but not gaining weidtitey have put him

Music Director, Deborah DellOrfano ) L9
on baby food to see if that helps. Keep him inrymayers.
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By Ed C

And fortunately | didn’t need any----my gall blZer had just been removed about two hours eaifters another
hernia repair. As | was wheeled into my hospit@im after surgery | noticed him. Long stringy haeet red face
and a constant cough. He looked about 60, maybéi@5ooked worn and hard. Then there was the-e€ib
brought back memories of earlier encounters witieoalcoholics.

As | lay in bed with my 1V, leg circulators, aadittle TV to watch, | started to talk with hinBrief discussion
and some banter on hospital food. He got fooddmper, | got liquid. Then he started to sharé wie how he
had been in the hospital for a few days, on howptieegious roommate wouldn’t even talk with him, leaw he
lived in a shelter since he was homeless. Asvbeaieg moved on, so did our conversation. He shhosv he
drank himself unconscious to be taken to the halspat he could have a warm bed and real food totldatv he
had no family, no wife, no children. Nobody. Hbe's only 53 years old. We talked and talked.

We talked about God. We talked about how wesadly no different---how Jesus looks at us withaayes---
He loves us no matter who we are. We talked aBéuand how some have been helped. We talked gimmit
failures and how they are now behind us. Thaptlesent and the future is the reality. We tallkeola his doing
time behind the walls a few years earlier and Wethabout my church---Messiah Lutheran. Now3&sn and
we're still talking. After asking my permissiore lpulled his chair by my bed. We’re becoming frieatid he
opens his heart to me about his past, his hurtshanwish for a better life. And | open my hearhim. Some of
my regrets, some of my joys, how | know | am love@nd that he is too.

It's 4.30am----and we’'re eating ice cream. Hmtwout in the ward and “found some”. He tellsmogy much he
loves ice cream and will eat all he can get whenthad's possible. | share how | love it too. IGd&dder or not---
-I'm eating ice cream with him and we’re having fike a couple of little kids. Even being caughtlascolded by
a smiling nurse we keep right on talking and emjgyour time as roommates.

It's now the next day and before we know it lumelrriving (I don’t remember breakfast). Then stimmg hap-
pened that | will always remember. He came ovenécand wanted me to hakisice cream. He said he had
enough and to please take it. | knew better. Hg sharing the only gift he had with me as friemdisdo. | said
thank you and he smiled.

As it came time for me to leave, he and | facee another and without even thinking we huggedenhe said
goodbye. He turned away with misty eyes towardaimelow. | turned away with a touched heart arelifig a
sense of sadness but also joy.

As | think back during this time of reflectionchappreciation, and think about that encountealize who |
really met. It was the Christ---it was Jesus. €amvinced it was Him. He walks among us in so ynaays every
day, spreading agape love and inviting us to se@ed is good!

| wanted to share this with you and say thankagain for all your prayers, your cards, and esgcyour
friendship as | went through my surgery and recptais year. Secondly, to share with you how yonayers
were answered in having Him be my room mate andneing me of humility and servant hood. It wagif#--a
true Christmas gift although it happened months ago

Special thanks too to my blessed Trudi, forfalttshe did and does and especially for her lodepatience.

May you always encounter Jesus in your day-toata/be ready----you never know when He will crosths
with you and give you a gift----gall bladder or not



A hearty thank you to all who helped make this ahmwent a success
again!

63 guests attended this year, amid the topiaryecgieices created by thig
Ladies Advent Tea group, (thanks to Deanna) aloitly @hristmas mu-
sic, fine food and good conversation. The silemtian displayed severi
interesting items, including a snow globe with @ld Man of the Mounj&
tain, a popcorn machine, and a picnic backpack.liVeeauction, run by|las
legendary auctioneer Chuck, produced some splamittibutions and
amazing bidding. Ask Pastor about Dessert-a-Mamtlulie about
chickens, or Rande about Specialty Parking! Sevalahted people co A :
tributed beautiful photography, painting, quiltiremd jewelry making  «git-for-the-Evening’ Kenneth displays one of the
that brought fast bidding! many items offered at auction

In all, the auction brought ov&#,400to be given to Lutheran Social Services, Ash $t&elter/Nashua
Soup Kitchen, By the Way Ministry, and the MessYatuth Service Trip to New Orleans next summer.

Many thanks to the set-up and clean-up crews whe s helpful. And thank you to all the auctiomtjoé
pants. Next year the event will be hosted by Juatykauko and Marge and Richard.
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Messiah has been working with a consultant front&&iPastor
Renee , to sharpen our mission by re-visioningcove values and min- O"tm
istries. The exercise, consisting of interviewdwdé families or indi-
viduals, is designed to help us answer the hypetiejuestion, "What /
would be missed in our faith community, our neigiiomd, and the (
world, if Messiah did not exist?" And the very realestion, "Where is — L

Christ leading us in this time and place?"

The next step is a Ministry Workshop planned far. 3an. 3rd, at Mes-
siah, from 9 until noon. All are invited to attetids presentation and
help form our response to it by focusing our missioareas to

which we discern God's call to action. Leaders+;gagsent and future
are especially needed at this event.

On January 4th, Pastor Renee will preach at oushvworand, after ser-
vice, present a report based on the data she taléaring the inter-
views, focus groups, meetings, and the workshap.ithportant for
everyone to be in attendance that morning, to tieainformation first-
hand, and have time for questions.

will be held Sunday, January 25th,
directly after 10:30 worship.



Winter has definitely arrived and I'm feeling ligebear that is wanting to hiber-
nate in a snug cave and wait for spring. Perh&omi head cold; perhaps it's the
economy and layoffs at the music school; perhapshiat everyone seems to be
running in 16 different directions at the same tima& because they want to be
hurried and harried but because necessity makesitinéng seem to be the only
alternative.

I'm going to look back for a few minutes and thatdout what has gone right and
felt right this crazy autumn. In some families tiyele of life has brought to an end the physicakpnce of
dear ones, but they remain close to us in our sielarbther families babies have been born and$mptand
christenings have taken place. People have dedhegdove for one another and entered into thetsiy of
marriage. Wedding anniversaries have come and welebrated another year of understanding andgrartn
ship. We've eaten well, stayed warm, given to atlaédro are not so blessed. We've lived each dayresutto
make it worthwhile.

Our small choir has had its share of ups and dawifsillnesses, business trips and outings to seads and
family. During the summer some of us looked at meusic and as a group we planned to participate in a
workshop at Camp Calumet. The workshop took plateeaend of October. It was an opportunity to jeith
other singers to learn simple music for the Adwaason. We worshipped and we sang for the joyngirsy.
We gave a little performance for a wonderful audesaf fellow campers and sang at Sunday morningcser
Attendees were inspired to join in the singing athbinstances and it was thrilling to hear manycesisinging
to each other.

As a group we came together and talked and haasa gr two of water or wine; we relaxed in Godisntry
taking in a view from the top of a hill and on t@teore of a lake. It was a wonderful weekend filkth good
vibes for all mankind no matter what personal diffiies we have had. It was spiritually upliftinge left
wanting to return next year to share that same waamd spirit with our new friends. | hope that yeill en-
joy joining in with the choir when we sing, espdigia you are lucky enough to pick up on the tuhée love
audience participation. It's the connection tleaids the spirit soaring throughout the sanctuadycarn into
the world. Merry Christmas to all from the choidame. Deb

( #) *

On January 17, 2009 the Red Pastor Tom and Lisa would like to
Cross will be at Messiah for our thank all who gave gifts, warm

annual blood drive. Can you do- regards, holiday cards and their
nate, volunteer your time or drop love during the holiday season.
off some chili or cookies? It will May your New Year be blessed by
be from 9:00 am—2:00 pm. Any God.
guestions see Karla.




Or both?

Many, many thanks go out to our Messiah commurmityybur kindness and generosity to those in negue@ally during this holi-
day season. Our church has been Santa to manyetiisOur prayer is that those who have been sewex to know in their hearts
that it is the Messiah'’s love and our love for 8awior that drives us to serve them. May that Loxein the hearts of all.

The Ash Street Shelter has been filled with snelgsh time a Messiah meal has been brought intowei small living room.
“Wow!” “Thank you sooo much!” “Who made this?” “Digou do this for u8” “What church did you say you are from?” These ar
all words frequently heard when our driver delivensmieal on the second Thursday of each month.dTimagine the hope and
gratitude in the eyes of the speakers, becausaléfinitely seen there. Our Messiah is truly ader of hope and comfort.

And SHARE has been especially hard at work this geaving those in need in our area. As you camingwith the current econ-
omy, the numbers in need are much greater this grarMessiah community continues to provide swesifor the SHARE food
pantry. Grocery store gift cards have been delivéseSHARE to help fill holiday food baskets. Kagpthe good works—SHARE
also needs those sundries and gift cards througheutear to help feed families.

At this time of year Messiah gets special thankshfdping to make Christmas merry and bright féaraily of nine who might not
have otherwise had gifts. Through Marge’s ever ghidance, our church was given a family of ninedove this Christmas. Our
Messiah community made the gift tags from our gvirees disappear very quickly, and the gifts thairned to the church were
quite a sight to behold! Thank you and God blessfgo all your care and generosity. Our churchytehibits a joy in giving. Let’s
continue to prayer for the family that their phydiand spiritual needs may be met.

So, Messiah or Santa Claus? Our Lord is the Lomlpénd is everything to His children. | for camn grateful to be part of a
church that is what our Messiah calls us to besponse to the needs of His people. Thank you,ikteder your example of sacri-
ficial giving.

Submitted by Trudi C

J 0 :'52\/\
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You are cordially invited to a relaxing eveningnhe & appetizers
Friday, January 23, at 7 pm 9
At Messiah House

For the last several months Christy E has beeingettomen of Messiah to gather at “Unwined” in Mhaster for fellowship and
cheer. What a wonderful way to gather, and the @€fazz combo and all') has been relaxing. Those dve attended have had a
great time connecting with one another away fromuswal kitchens, church functions, and demandeulif has allowed us to un-
wind.

For the month of January, we would like to attetopgerve the same purpose to Messiah’s women, ekt setting of Messiah
House. Okay—maybe the cool jazz will have to cormenfan iPod or CD player. But the purpose of Mdsgsiamen gathering to
relax and unwind together is the same. The dafeidsy, January 7% and the time is 7 pm or after. Come when you stay, while
you can, share what you can.

We will be gathering orphan wine glasses to kedgedsiah House. We all have orphaned wine glassesrihomes. You know—
those glasses whose siblings have long since bredéerbor chipped. The remaining glass now doesatchits replacements, but
you don't have the heart to throw it out. So, brijogir own orphaned wine glass to Messiah Housertiigat, use it for the evening,
and then leave it behind to be part of Messiah Hsuswn (unique!) collection of wine glasses.

What else can you bring? Perhaps a bottle of iitag/be you have a bottle left from Christmas or Nésars. Bring it! Let's have a
wine sampling. Or perhaps you have a favorite bingline you'd like to share with others. Bring Tthere will be cheese fondue
and bread provided that evening. Perhaps you'ddit@her “dipper” or appetizer. Bring it, if youlite.

Women of Messiah, just come, relax, and unwind!&oyr questions or other information, please cor@arblyn J or Trudi C.
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(Tuesday, January™

On the first day of Christmas my
true love gave to me...well, you

know. | won’t put you through all

that. Except to say that Epiphany is
the twelfth day of Christmas—the

day we remember the visit of the
Magi to Bethlehem to worship the
new born king, Jesus.

We will celebrate (as usual) with a
bonfire (weather permitting) and
new this year—a chili and corn-
bread cook off! We'll also take a
moment to hear the story of the

Epiphany Celebration Bonfire January 2008 Magi, and to inscribe the doorpost
of the church with both letters sym-
bolizing their names and the year of
our Lord 2009.

) 1 ) )

Sign up to bring chili or cornbread.
The schedule is worship and bon-
fire — 5:30-6:00, dinner at 6:15 or
so. (We’'ll keep the fire burning for

you!)

There are still slots open on the
Shovel Snow Sign-up Sheet in the
Narthex. Help out by clearing the
sidewalks using the blower and
shovel. You don’t have to do the
parking lot!

)+

Service Community Unite Fun Fellowship Youth
Youth of Northern Mission Area of New England Synod

Please join us on January 17 at First Lutheranfldmor Maine for our
“Walking with God” Tour as we consider how we canitd a Community of
Youth to have Fun in Fellowship as we Serve others.

All youth in this mission area that are in 8th grad 12th grade are invited to attend these evéifts.
SCUFFY team, which is composed of many high sclgoath from all around the north mission area, &pl
ning five events as an opportunity for youth tohgatfor fun, fellowship and service. Every eventl e
slightly different, so feel free to come to more ah one.
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Deadline for the February news-

letter is Sunday, January 25th|.
Please submit articles to

mic_nwsletter@hotmail.com
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What better way to spend a Sun-

day afternoon than being at a
“Faith, Hope & Love” Concert!!

This concert will be in memory
of Joan “Nana” B as she always

loved and supported our youth.

Come Share the Spirit!

Sunday Schedule

Sunday School 9:00am
Adult Forum 9:00am
Fellowship 10:00
Worship Service 10:30

On Sunday, January 18 @ 2pm Messiah Lutheran Church is lo-
you can join us for an uplifting cated at 303 Rt.101E in Amherst
concert at Messiah Lutheran 1/2 mile east of the shops of

“Salzburg Square”.

Church with a free will offering

that will be going to support the Contact the church by calling
Youth who will be attending the 673-2011 or visit us at:

2009 ELCA Youth Gathering

http://www.messiahnh.org




