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    Published monthly for the members and friends of Messiah Lutheran Church, Amherst, NH�
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��������� � � � � � � � � � thoughts from your pastor 

There’s an old story of a monastery that once flourished, but had now fallen on hard times. Expenses were up and the 
brothers’ crops did not bring in enough to pay the bills. The brothers were disheartened, and because of that,, they be-
came irritated with each other over even the slightest issue. Their dispositions discouraged those young men who visited 
who might have stayed and become monks. The abbot (leader of the monastery) was at a loss for what to do about all 
this. 

It seems that a wise old rabbi took daily walks in the forest behind the troubled monastery. One day, the abbot had the 
idea of seeking the rabbi’s advice. And so he followed the rabbi through the woods to a little hut. The rabbi promptly 
answered his tentative knock, smiled and led him to a table set with two places. They sat and began to eat. 

While they nourished their bodies, the abbot poured out his soul—telling the rabbi of the monastery’s plight. The rabbi 
listened carefully, and then spoke. “The Messiah is among you,” he said, and then he said no more. 

The abbot was intrigued! He dashed home and gathered the brothers to tell them, “The old rabbi who walks in the woods 
says the Messiah is among us!” The room was silent for a moment before erupting in the excited chatter of the monks. 
“Who is it,” they mused, “Which one here is the Messiah?” 

 Brother Aidan looked over at Brother Marcus with new interest—perhaps he was the Messiah. He vowed to treat him 
better. Brother Jack squirmed in his seat next to Brother Brooks. What if he were the Messiah? It put a whole new light 
on it! 

From that day on, the brothers held each other in tender regard, always anticipating the Messiah in their fellow monks. 
They loved and served one another as they knew the Messiah would have them do. Gradually, this new regard spilled out 
into the community, and people began streaming up to the monastery to see for themselves these monks who treated 
each other as if the Messiah were there among them. Some stayed, and joined the brothers in their life together. But, stay 
or go, everyone who encountered these ones marveled at their love, and were moved by it.   

  For those of you who missed it, Carl’s devotion at our third Advent worship service talked about how he saw Christ in 
his neighbor and was inspired by how that neighbor gave of himself. Later on in this newsletter, you’ll read Ed’s story of 
how he encountered the Messiah in the person of a hospital room mate. Both reflect the story of the monks, and, in a 
very real way, the central core of what we profess to be doing together as Messiah Lutheran Church. 

  Such testimonies open our eyes to what has been there in front of them all along: “The Messiah is among you!”  Jesus 
Messiah is Emmanuel, which means “God with us.” We acknowledge it every Sunday with the call and response, “The 
Lord be with you.” “And also with you.” Wherever two or three are gather, Jesus has promised to be there also. How 
can such news not change our relationship with God and each other? How can visitors to such a place not be caught up 
in its faith, hope and love? And how can we not manifest the Christ of God in all that we say or do together—knowing 
that… 

  The Messiah is among us! Praise be to God! 
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  Thank you so much for donating 
toward my repair bill. Your gift 
helped me get a car so I could get 
back and forth to work and bring my 
kids back and forth to daycare.  
  Thank you for your heartfelt gift. I 
appreciate it more than you know. 
 
Take care and God Bless, 
Nicole (from Anne Marie House)  

A very Merry Christmas and blessed New Year from all those at 
AMH! Thank you for all of your dedication and generosity throughout  
2008. The following letter comes from Laurie. She wanted me to pass it 
on to all of you: 
 
Happy Holidays to you and may whatever brings you  joy at this time of 
year bless your special gatherings with families and friends.  I would 
like to take this opportunity to share with you -our extended Anne 
Marie House family- what this program means to our guests.  Here is a 
note that was sent to me inside one of the Christmas cards we received 
last week: 
  

Merry Christmas Laurie from the (name omitted) 
family. I wanted to thank all of you for giving us a 
home so we could get stronger in life and provide 
for our son.  I wanted you to know how grateful we 
are that all of you gave us that chance. Thank you. 

            
So, in turn, I thank each and every one of you for making this program 
possible; we do transform lives here at AMH!  We do give families a 
chance to get stronger and get back on their economic feet, so they may 
live independently again.  And, we do offer hope and hospitality to all 
the families that enter through our door.  I am so grateful that together, 
we really do make a difference in so many families' lives here in this 
area. Thanks again. You are ALL a treasure; and I am truly grateful to 
serve with you in this very special program. 
                                                                                         Holiday Joy, 
                                                                                         Laurie 
 
I say "thank you" to our volunteers and our entire congregation for your 
continued support.  Our next host week with CCA is the week of Janu-
ary 18th.  We will be in touch!  We also have a new family at AMH-a 
mom, with Parkinson’s disease and two daughters, 10 and 12.  That is 
family # 7. 
I did visit Amy the other day (living in Milford); and they are doing 
OK.  She had just taken Aiden to Boston to be checked out and he is 
doing as well as he can be, but not gaining weight.  They have put him 
on baby food to see if that helps.  Keep him in your prayers.  
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Any questions or interest in finding out more about GNIHN please let 
me know. 
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Notice of cancellations will be 
placed on WMUR-TV9, and  
the church website: 
www.messiahnh.org. For those on 
the e-mail list you will receive 
notice via e-mail as well. Phone 
calls may also be used to notify 
you of a cancellation. Giving the 
office your cell phone number will 
help with this.  When in doubt call 
Pastor or the church. 
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By Ed C 

 
  And fortunately I didn’t need any----my gall bladder had just been removed about two hours earlier.  Plus another 
hernia repair.  As I was wheeled into my hospital room after surgery I noticed him.  Long stringy hair, beet red face 
and a constant cough.  He looked about 60, maybe 65.  He looked worn and hard.  Then there was the odor----it 
brought back memories of earlier encounters with other alcoholics. 
 
  As I lay in bed with my IV, leg circulators, and a little TV to watch, I started to talk with him.  Brief discussion 
and some banter on hospital food.  He got food for supper, I got liquid.  Then he started to share with me how he 
had been in the hospital for a few days, on how the previous roommate wouldn’t even talk with him, on how he 
lived in a shelter since he was homeless.  As the evening moved on, so did our conversation.  He shared how he 
drank himself unconscious to be taken to the hospital so he could have a warm bed and real food to eat.  How he 
had no family, no wife, no children.  Nobody.  How he’s only 53 years old.  We talked and talked.   
 
  We talked about God.  We talked about how we’re really no different---how Jesus looks at us with equal eyes---
He loves us no matter who we are.  We talked about AA and how some have been helped.  We talked about past 
failures and how they are now behind us.  That the present and the future is the reality.  We talked about his doing 
time behind the walls a few years earlier and we talked about my church---Messiah Lutheran.  Now it’s 3am and 
we’re still talking.  After asking my permission, he pulled his chair by my bed. We’re becoming friends and he 
opens his heart to me about his past, his hurts, and his wish for a better life.  And I open my heart to him.  Some of 
my regrets, some of my joys, how I know I am loved----and that he is too. 
 
  It’s 4:30am----and we’re eating ice cream.   He went out in the ward and “found some”.  He tells me how much he 
loves ice cream and will eat all he can get whenever that’s possible.  I share how I love it too.  Gall bladder or not---
-I’m eating ice cream with him and we’re having fun like a couple of little kids.  Even being caught and scolded by 
a smiling nurse we keep right on talking and enjoying our time as roommates. 
 
  It’s now the next day and before we know it lunch is arriving (I don’t remember breakfast). Then something hap-
pened that I will always remember.  He came over to me and wanted me to have his ice cream.  He said he had 
enough and to please take it.  I knew better.  He was sharing the only gift he had with me as friends will do.   I said 
thank you and he smiled. 
 
  As it came time for me to leave, he and I faced one another and without even thinking we hugged.  Then we said 
goodbye.  He turned away with misty eyes toward the window.  I turned away with a touched heart and feeling a 
sense of sadness but also joy.   
 
  As I think back during this time of reflection and appreciation, and think about that encounter I realize who I 
really met.  It was the Christ---it was Jesus.  I’m convinced it was Him.  He walks among us in so many ways every 
day, spreading agape love and inviting us to serve.  God is good! 
 
  I wanted to share this with you and say thank you again for all your prayers, your cards, and especially your 
friendship as I went through my surgery and recovery this year.  Secondly, to share with you how your prayers 
were answered in having Him be my room mate and reminding me of humility and servant hood.   It was a gift---a 
true Christmas gift although it happened months ago. 
 
  Special thanks too to my blessed Trudi, for all that she did and does and especially for her love and patience. 
 
  May you always encounter Jesus in your day-to-day and be ready----you never know when He will cross paths 
with you and give you a gift----gall bladder or not. 
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A hearty thank you to all who helped make this annual event a success 
again! 
 
63 guests attended this year, amid the topiary centerpieces created by the 
Ladies Advent Tea group, (thanks to Deanna) along with Christmas mu-
sic, fine food and good conversation. The silent auction displayed several 
interesting items, including a snow globe with the Old Man of the Moun-
tain, a popcorn machine, and a picnic backpack. The live auction, run by 
legendary auctioneer Chuck, produced some splendid contributions and 
amazing bidding. Ask Pastor about Dessert-a-Month, or Julie about 
chickens, or Rande about Specialty Parking! Several talented people con-
tributed beautiful photography, painting, quilting, and jewelry making 
that brought fast bidding! 
 
In all, the auction brought over $4,400 to be given to Lutheran Social Services, Ash Street Shelter/Nashua 
Soup Kitchen, By the Way Ministry, and the Messiah Youth Service Trip to New Orleans next summer. 
 
Many thanks to the set-up and clean-up crews who were so helpful.  And thank you to all the auction partici-
pants. Next year the event will be hosted by Judy and Kauko and Marge and Richard. 
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“Elf-for-the-Evening” Kenneth displays one of the 
many items offered at auction 
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Messiah has been working with a consultant from Kairos, Pastor 
Renee , to sharpen our mission by re-visioning our core values and min-
istries. The exercise, consisting of interviews with 36 families or indi-
viduals, is designed to help us answer the hypothetical question, "What 
would be missed in our faith community, our neighborhood, and the 
world, if Messiah did not exist?" And the very real question, "Where is 
Christ leading us in this time and place?" 
  
The next step is a Ministry Workshop planned for Sat. Jan. 3rd, at Mes-
siah, from 9 until noon. All are invited to attend this presentation and 
help form our response to it by focusing our mission in areas to 
which we discern God's call to action. Leaders--past, present and future 
are especially needed at this event. 
  
On January 4th, Pastor Renee will preach at our worship and, after ser-
vice, present a report based on the data she collected during the inter-
views, focus groups, meetings, and the workshop. It is important for 
everyone to be in attendance that morning, to hear the information first-
hand, and have time for questions. 
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will be held Sunday, January 25th, 
directly after 10:30 worship.  
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Winter has definitely arrived and I'm feeling like a bear that is wanting to hiber-
nate in a snug cave and wait for spring. Perhaps it's my head cold; perhaps it's the 
economy and layoffs at the music school; perhaps it's that everyone seems to be 
running in 16 different directions at the same time, not because they want to be 
hurried and harried but because necessity makes the running seem to be the only 
alternative. 
  
I'm going to look back for a few minutes and think about what has gone right and 

felt right this crazy autumn. In some families the cycle of life has brought to an end the physical presence of 
dear ones, but they remain close to us in our hearts. In other families babies have been born and baptisms and 
christenings have taken place. People have declared their love for one another and entered into the sanctity of 
marriage. Wedding anniversaries have come and we've celebrated another year of understanding and partner-
ship. We've eaten well, stayed warm, given to others who are not so blessed. We've lived each day and tried to 
make it worthwhile. 
  
Our small choir has had its share of ups and downs with illnesses, business trips and outings to see friends and 
family. During the summer some of us looked at new music and as a group we planned to participate in a 
workshop at Camp Calumet. The workshop took place at the end of October. It was an opportunity to join with 
other singers to learn simple music for the Advent season. We worshipped and we sang for the joy of singing. 
We gave a little performance for a wonderful audience of fellow campers and sang at Sunday morning service. 
Attendees were inspired to join in the singing in both instances and it was thrilling to hear many voices singing 
to each other. 
  
As a group we came together and talked and had a glass or two of water or wine; we relaxed in God's country 
taking in a view from the top of a hill and on the shore of a lake. It was a wonderful weekend filled with good 
vibes for all mankind no matter what personal difficulties we have had.  It was spiritually uplifting. We left 
wanting to return next year to share that same warmth and spirit with our new friends. I hope that you will en-
joy joining in with the choir when we sing, especially if you are lucky enough to pick up on the tune! We love 
audience participation.  It's the connection that sends the spirit soaring throughout the sanctuary and out into 
the world. Merry Christmas to all from the choir and me.  Deb 
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On January 17, 2009 the Red 
Cross will be at Messiah for our 
annual blood drive. Can you do-
nate, volunteer your time or drop 
off some chili or cookies? It will 
be from 9:00 am—2:00 pm. Any 
questions see Karla. 
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Pastor Tom and Lisa would like to 
thank all who gave gifts, warm 
regards, holiday cards and their 
love during the holiday season. 
May your New Year be blessed by 
God. 
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Or both? 
 
Many, many thanks go out to our Messiah community for your kindness and generosity to those in need, especially during this holi-
day season. Our church has been Santa to many this year. Our prayer is that those who have been served come to know in their hearts 
that it is the Messiah’s love and our love for our Savior that drives us to serve them. May that Love live in the hearts of all. 
 
The Ash Street Shelter has been filled with smiles each time a Messiah meal has been brought into their very small living room. 
“Wow!” “Thank you sooo much!” “Who made this?” “Did you do this for us?” “What church did you say you are from?” These are 
all words frequently heard when our driver delivers a meal on the second Thursday of each month. Try to imagine the hope and 
gratitude in the eyes of the speakers, because it is definitely seen there. Our Messiah is truly a bringer of hope and comfort. 
 
And SHARE has been especially hard at work this year serving those in need in our area. As you can imagine with the current econ-
omy, the numbers in need are much greater this year. Our Messiah community continues to provide sundries for the SHARE food 
pantry. Grocery store gift cards have been delivered to SHARE to help fill holiday food baskets. Keep up the good works—SHARE 
also needs those sundries and gift cards throughout the year to help feed families. 
 
At this time of year Messiah gets special thanks for helping to make Christmas merry and bright for a family of nine who might not 
have otherwise had gifts. Through Marge’s ever able guidance, our church was given a family of nine to serve this Christmas. Our 
Messiah community made the gift tags from our giving trees disappear very quickly, and the gifts that returned to the church were 
quite a sight to behold! Thank you and God bless you for all your care and generosity. Our church truly exhibits a joy in giving. Let’s 
continue to prayer for the family that their physical and spiritual needs may be met. 
 
So, Messiah or Santa Claus? Our Lord is the Lord of all, and is everything to His children. I for one am grateful to be part of a 
church that is what our Messiah calls us to be in response to the needs of His people. Thank you, Messiah, for your example of sacri-
ficial giving. 
       Submitted by Trudi C 

	������������
������./��
���0��������
���������
 

 You are cordially invited to a relaxing evening of wine & appetizers 
Friday, January 23, at 7 pm 

At Messiah House 
 
For the last several months Christy E has been getting women of Messiah to gather at “Unwined” in Manchester for fellowship and 
cheer. What a wonderful way to gather, and the venue (jazz combo and all!) has been relaxing. Those who have attended have had a 
great time connecting with one another away from our usual kitchens, church functions, and demands. It truly has allowed us to un-
wind. 
 
For the month of January, we would like to attempt to serve the same purpose to Messiah’s women, except in the setting of Messiah 
House. Okay—maybe the cool jazz will have to come from an iPod or CD player. But the purpose of Messiah women gathering to 
relax and unwind together is the same. The date is Friday, January 23rd, and the time is 7 pm or after. Come when you can, stay while 
you can, share what you can. 
 
We will be gathering orphan wine glasses to keep at Messiah House. We all have orphaned wine glasses in our homes. You know—
those glasses whose siblings have long since been broken or chipped. The remaining glass now doesn’t match its replacements, but 
you don’t have the heart to throw it out. So, bring your own orphaned wine glass to Messiah House that night, use it for the evening, 
and then leave it behind to be part of Messiah House’s own (unique!) collection of wine glasses. 
 
What else can you bring? Perhaps a bottle of wine. Maybe you have a bottle left from Christmas or New Years. Bring it! Let’s have a 
wine sampling. Or perhaps you have a favorite brand of wine you’d like to share with others. Bring it! There will be cheese fondue 
and bread provided that evening. Perhaps you’d like another “dipper” or appetizer. Bring it, if you’d like. 
 
Women of Messiah, just come, relax, and unwind! For any questions or other information, please contact Carolyn J or Trudi C. 
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(Tuesday, January 6th) 

  
On the first day of Christmas my 
true love gave to me…well, you 
know. I won’t put you through all 
that. Except to say that Epiphany is 
the twelfth day of Christmas—the 
day we remember the visit of the 
Magi to Bethlehem to worship the 
new born king, Jesus. 

 We will celebrate (as usual) with a 
bonfire (weather permitting) and 
new this year—a chili and corn-
bread cook off! We’ll also take a 
moment to hear the story of the 
Magi, and to inscribe the doorpost 
of the church with both letters sym-
bolizing their names and the year of 
our Lord 2009. 

 Sign up to bring chili or cornbread. 
The schedule is worship and bon-
fire – 5:30-6:00, dinner at 6:15 or 
so. (We’ll keep the fire burning for 
you!) 

Epiphany Celebration Bonfire January 2008 
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Se r v i c e  C o m m u n i t y  U n i t e  F u n  F e l l o w s h i p  Y o u t h 
Youth of Northern Mission Area of New England Synod 
 
Please join us on January 17 at First Lutheran, Portland Maine for our 
“Walking with God” Tour as we consider how we can Unite a Community of 
Youth to have Fun in Fellowship as we Serve others. 
 

All youth in this mission area that are in 8th grade – 12th grade are invited to attend these events. The 
SCUFFY team, which is composed of many high school youth from all around the north mission area, is plan-
ning five events as an opportunity for youth to gather for fun, fellowship and service. Every event will be 
s l i g h t l y  d i f f e r e n t ,  s o  f e e l  f r e e  t o  c o m e  t o  m o r e  t ha n  o n e . 
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There are still slots open on the 
Shovel Snow Sign-up Sheet in the 
Narthex. Help out by clearing the 
sidewalks using the blower and 
shovel. You don’t have to do the 
parking lot!  



 
Come Share the Spirit! 

 
Sunday Schedule 

 
 

Sunday School 9:00am 
Adult Forum 9:00am 

Fellowship 10:00 
Worship Service 10:30 

 
 

Messiah Lutheran Church is lo-
cated at 303 Rt.101E in Amherst 
1/2 mile east of the shops of 
“Salzburg Square”.   
Contact the church by calling  
673-2011 or visit us at:  
http://www.messiahnh.org 

Deadline for the February news-
letter is Sunday, January 25th. 

Please submit articles to 
mlc_nwsletter@hotmail.com 
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What better way to spend a Sun-
day afternoon than being at a 
“Faith, Hope & Love” Concert!!  
 

This concert will be in memory 
of Joan “Nana” B as she always 
loved and supported our youth.  
 

On Sunday, January 18 @ 2pm 
you can join us for an uplifting 
concert at Messiah Lutheran 
Church with a free will offering 
that will be going to support the 
Youth who will be attending the 
2009 ELCA Youth Gathering. 


