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  “Say to those of a fearful heart, ‘Be strong, do not fear! Here is your God.’”  Isaiah 35:4a 

 These are fearful days. Even the most stoic of people are getting nervous about the world situation. And why not? There’s 
global warming, the energy crisis, the ongoing threat of terrorism, genocide and atrocities in Africa, war in Afghanistan and 
Iraq, hunger and poverty the world over. 

  And now the worst international financial disaster ever seen is unraveling our way of life right before our eyes. Fear reigns. 
Prices soar due to fuel costs. The Dow goes up and down like a roller coaster—reacting to waves of uncertainty about the 
economy, shedding trillions of dollars of our net worth as it goes. Houses waiting to be purchased plunge in value and are de-
voured by mortgage companies, which in turn default with the sheer volume of foreclosures. Mega-banks with secure sound-
ing names suddenly find themselves cash poor, and being sold off to stronger institutions. The big three automakers prophesy 
widespread economic collapse unless they are given a cash infusion. 

  And now—unemployment has begun its slow crawl into our area. Suddenly what was a worrisome, yet academic exercise 
played out on the major news outlets, instead has become very real, very quickly. These are indeed fearful days. 

  And fear takes its toll on us—mentally, physically, and spiritually. So, it is with loving concern that I invite you into Advent 
this year, and suggest that you replace your fear with hope. But not hope in Wall Street, or Main Street—not hope in pulling 
ourselves up by our bootstraps—and not hope in government bailouts or sudden corporate responsibility. Instead—hope in the 
one for whom we wait eagerly. Hope in the one whose presence among us calms the storms. Hope in the one who makes all 
things new. Hope in Christ. 

  What does such hope look like, how is it enacted?   

 Expect God to act. 

First, hope is lived with the expectation that God is doing something, even if we can’t say what, or perceive its culmination. 
We have faith that God is both present and working among us and through us—in preparation for the coming kingdom. 

 Trust in God. 

  Second, hope is lived with trust in God’s goodness. When we hope in Christ, we are solidly grounded in Jesus’ character and 
example. Because we know Christ was forgiving, our hope is that God forgives our sin and restores us to wholeness. 

 With the whole people of God. 

  Third, hope is founded in community. We hope in Christ together with the whole church. Hope is not a solitary act, it in-
volves people from all times and places; their witness and example in living a hopeful life. When our hope falters it is sup-
ported and renewed through the gifts of the people of God. 

Live abundantly! 

  Fourth and final (four—just like four weeks in Advent, get it?). We live hopefully when we live in God’s abundance. This is 
not just pie-eyed optimism, however. Living in God’s abundance is knowing that everything you really need—really need—
you’ve already got, thanks to the grace that came down from heaven wrapped in humanity. As a squealing, squiggling, soggy 
little God-made-incarnate baby, the savior enters the world. Given unto us who hope, as a foretaste of the feast to come. 

And so it is I say to you this day, “Be strong. Do not be afraid. Your God is here!” 

  ���������	���������	���������	���������	� ���
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Ministers, 
All of the people of God at Messiah 
 
Pastoral Care, Reverend Tom Teichmann 
672-3734, pastorteich@comcast.net 
 
Administrative Assistant, Joanne Theil 
673-2011,  theil69@msn.com 
 
Congregation President, Paul Apple  
 
Music Director, Deborah DellOrfano 
 
The Messiah Messenger is a monthly publica-
tion of Messiah Lutheran Church, Amherst, 
NH.  Submissions should be made by the 
deadline as noted on the back cover. 
 
Communications Team, 
All of the people of God at Messiah 
 
Editor, Lisa Teichmann 
 
Council Liaison, Lisa Fritz 

 

Last Chance for Dec. 6th 
Christmas Dinner & Auction 

  

We would like to set a  
place at the table for you! 

 
 
 
 
The Christmas Dinner evening begins at 6 p.m. with greetings & appetizers. 
The silent auction occurs at this time, with bids as little as $1 and going up as 
chosen. Lovely handcrafted items, unusual or specialty items, once used 
items--many interesting things can be bid on here. Following a dinner includ-
ing roast turkey and pork tenderloin, along with all the wonderful dishes made 
by Messiah chefs, is the live auction. There have been many surprises at the 
live auction so it is an entertaining time where you may find that fantastic gift 
you've been searching for or never realized existed! Come and enjoy good 
food, good company, and a good cause; all proceeds go to Nashua Soup 
Kitchen/Ash Street Shelter, Lutheran Social Services, By the Way Ministry, 
and the Messiah Youth Group's service trip to New Orleans. If you have any 
questions, please see the Carolyn J or Nancy H.  

Service of the Longest Night 

a time of prayer and reflection, candlelight and connection 

There are times when we are hurting during these pre-Christmas days, and we need to know we are not alone.  Some are griev-
ing for loved ones who have died.  Some are suffering from broken relationships, unemployment, and other kinds of loss.  
During this time of increasing darkness, we need each other.  And we need the light God shines in the midst of our blues. 

Whether you are feeling sad or you just want to support others going through tough times… you are welcome to join in this 
time of remembrance, companionship, and hope.  We’ve got two dates and two locations for you to choose from. 

Thursday, Dec. 18 at 7:30pm     Sunday, Dec. 21 at 8:00pm 
Rivier College, Dion Center (Clement Street)   Gethsemane Lutheran Church, St. James Hall 
Nashua, New Hampshire     65 Sagamore St. 
        Manchester, New Hampshire 
Feel free to bring… pictures of those you are missing, a poem to read or a story to share, a friend or two, or just bring yourself.  
If you'd like to have pictures of those you are remembering put into a slide show, please send them to Crystal Mohrmann at 
crystal24@gmail.com. 

This event is sponsored by…  By the Way: an emerging faith community   (bythewaynashua.blogspot.com); Birch Tree Coun-
seling, Londonderry, NH; and Rivier College Students of Ailing Mothers and Fathers.  If you have any questions, call Kari 
Keyl at 603-889-7537. 

In our prayers:  Al D, Terry K (rel. of the Costa’s), Barbara W (Barbara W’s Mom), Robert & Bill H  (Joan B’s 
brothers), Janey S (rel of the Wurst’s), Jane L (Diane B’s Aunt), Our military personnel, Perham Family,  Suzy A 
(friend of the Mitchell’s), Ed B (friend of Bill & Barbara W), Dom (friend of Mary C), Christina B, Jean A (Nancy 
H’s Mom), Stan K (Kay P’s Dad), Kris K (Haskin’s daughter), Barry P (Judy A’s uncle), Wendy S (Darla V’s 
friend), Ben V.  
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SHARE   
If you would like to help provide a holiday meal for a family in need, please 
consider leaving a grocery store gift card for SHARE.  There is a collection 
basket in the window to Joanne’s office.  Any cards left there will be given to 
SHARE to help purchase the contents of food baskets for Thanksgiving and 
Christmas.  Thank you for caring and sharing. 

One-Dish Chicken Bake  
  
1/4 cup (1/2 stick) margarine 
1 sweet red bell pepper, chopped 
1 onion, chopped 
2 ribs celery, chopped 
1 (8 ounce) carton sour cream 
1 1/2 cups half and half cream 
1 (7ounce) can chopped green chilies, drained 
1 teaspoon seasoned salt 
1/2 teaspoon celery salt 
1/2 teaspoon white pepper 
3-4 cups cooked, cubed chicken 
1 (16 ounce) package shredded cheddar cheese, divided 
1 (2 pound) package frozen hash brown potatoes, thawed 
  
*In sauce pan, melt margarine and sauté bell pepper, onion and celery. 
*In large bowl, combine sour cream, half-and half, green chilies and season-
ings. 
*Stir in bell pepper mixture, chicken and half the cheese. 
*Fold in the hash brown potatoes. Spoon into greased 9x13 inch baking dish. 
*Bake uncovered at 350 degrees for 45 minutes or until casserole is bubbly. 
*Remove from oven and sprinkle remaining cheese over top of casserole.  
  Return to oven for about 5 minutes.  

Casserole for  
Ash St. Shelter 

 
  Each month in Messiah’s newsletter 
you will find a casserole recipe.  Mes-
siah is known for its good food and 
great meals, and we share these once a 
month with the homeless.  On the 2nd 
Thursday of each month, Messiah de-
livers a hot meal to the Ash St. Shelter 
in Nashua.  We feed about 25 people a 
nourishing meal including casserole, 
salad, bread, and dessert.  We have a 
great variety of dishes that are healthy 
and easy to make.  Try some of the 
recipes—you’ll like them.  And once 
you find the recipes easy enough, 
maybe you will consider signing up 
occasionally to bake one of our casse-
roles for Ash St.  Enjoy! 
  Blessings to a new visitor, Donna E, 
who jumped right in and provided one 
of our casseroles in November. Wow! 
Thank you for your willingness to help, 
Donna. 

 “Faith, Hope & Love” Perform Again ! 
 
What better way to spend a Sunday afternoon than being at a “Faith, Hope & 
Love” Concert!! This concert will be in memory of Joan “Nana” B as she always 
loved and supported our youth. On Sunday, January 18 @ 2pm you can join us for 
an uplifting concert at Messiah Lutheran Church with a free will offering that will 
be going to support the Youth who will be attending the 2009 ELCA Youth Gath-
ering. 
 
The Gathering will be held in New Orleans from July 22-26, 2009. This year's 
t h e me  i s  J e s u s ,  J u s t i c e ,  J a z z .  3 5 ,0 0 0  p e o p l e  w i l l 
participate with a focus on volunteering to help New Orleans residents in 
their continuing recovery from Hurricane Katrina. Messiah youth will be 
focusing their volunteer efforts in the area of the environment. This may 
include activities such as clearing waste, mowing, and preparing areas to 
plant trees and gardens. The opportunity to give gracefully to those in 
need is a mission of the church. This presents a unique opportunity for 
our youth to witness firsthand the devastation that resulted from 
Hurricane Katrina and witness directly to others about the love and care 
of Jesus Christ. Youth will see the direct and immediate impact that they 
can give to those in need. We will share God's Work through Our Hands. 
 

So plan on attending and bring along a friend or two or three!! 

Christmas 
Eve Worship  

 

5:00 PM Family Ser-
vice with extended 
Children’s Sermon 

10:30 PM Candlelight 
Service  

Merry Christmas and Happy 
New Year from the Messiah 
Staff — Pastor Tom, Joanne 
& Debbie 
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Across:  Down:  
2 - This little Vogel saint (who likes fairies, I'm told)-- daughter of Becky 
and sister of Jack -- must have made for an interesting New Year's Eve 
story a few years back ... we can only hope her entry into the world was 
"graceful" (vs. "Beckyful"?)! [12/31] 
4 - Honey tongued saint of the 4th century, a true bee-liever (if you look 
at the symbols associated with him) Think "Nectar and ..." to arrive at his 
name [12/7] 
6 - ... Oh for Christ’s sake! C'mon! [12/24] 
7 - Husband of Carolyn, and Megan's & Nate's dad, and venerated in our 
congregation for his past service as Council President and work on many 
committees, we're sure this saintly steward already has his place in 
heaven (possibly on St.Cloud) [12/24] 
10 - Central American celebration during the 9 days before Christmas, 
centered on Mary's & Joseph's search for shelter in Bethlehem.  Children 
learn how Christmas is celebrated differently (but without the pilgrimage 
to Macy's) [12/16] 
11 - Wife of Martin Luther, this saint helped define Protestant family life.  
A loyal, witty gad-fly to Martin, she unabashedly transferred this selfsame 
love to God.  On her deathbed she declaimed:  "I will stick to Christ as 
burr to cloth." [12/20] 
15 - One of Jesus’ 12 apostles, this saint is said to have evangelized all 
the way to India where he was slain [12/21] 
17 - The young of Bethlehem, murdered by King Herod to thwart the 
perceived threat that Jesus’ birth posed to his throne. Source of Rachel's 
weeping for her children and refusing to be comforted, because they are 
no more" (Matt.2:18)[ 12/28] 
19 - Dulcet voiced choir member, this saint is our own Sweet Savannah, 
ardent gamer and spontaneous organizer of all things fellowship where 
good times flow like wine (possible cause & effect)  [12/15] 
22 - Husband of Terry Yensz, this mustachioed saint drives a long way to 
get to church, but you can count on his solid voice Sunday mornings 
[12/19] 
24 - 8th century saint from Damascus who, among other things, was an 
early Eastern Orthodox  hymn composer (oh grand, yet another hymnal 
for us floating around ...)  [12/4] 
25 - Early martyr stoned to death (A.D. 35), in part on the recommenda-
tion of Saul of Tarsus -- a true object lesson later for St. Paul to anguish 
over in his own faith journey, given the terrible truth of Jesus’ admonition: 
"judge not, lest ye be judged." [12/26] 
27 - Husband of Mary Peterson and dad to Leslie, Rachel & Rebecca, 
this entrepreneurial saint has overseen MLC's property in the past and 
still quietly helps maintain the grounds. Has little use for philosophy, but 
firmly believes: "realty is a state of mind" [12/31] 
  

1 - Devoted husband of Elena Chuchul and photographer extraordinaire 
of MLC's rising from the dust, this saint has a wicked sense of humor 
(see me about the Haskin's going away video if you need proof!) [12/30] 
3 - Commemoration of the Genesis story's first WOMAN on earth (talk 
about your "one small bite for man, one giant bite for mankind"!).  What's 
HER name? [12/18] 
5 - Celebration of the Book of Daniel story of the 3 men tossed by Nebu-
chadnezzar into the fiery furnace for refusing to worship idols -- who was 
the SECOND guy in the furnace (think "reggae song")? [12/17] 
8 - Commemoration of the Genesis story's first MAN  on earth (talk about 
your "one small step for man, one giant leap for mankind"!).  What's HIS 
name? [12/18] 
9 - Shepherd, Psalmist, Warrior, King, Adulterer, Grieving Father, Hum-
bled Ruler ... commemorated as the founder of Judean royalty and an-
cestor of Jesus [12/29] 
12 - Wife of Bob and mother of Brandon, until very recently was our own 
Saint of Financial Reconciliation.  Makes a very mean turkey with all the  
fixins'! [12/9] 
13 - Celebration of the Book of Daniel story of the 3 men tossed by Ne-
buchadnezzar into the fiery furnace for refusing to worship idols -- who 
was the THIRD guy in the furnace (think "reggae song")? [12/17] 
14 - One of the 12 apostles and possibly the author of the 4th Gospel 
commemorated on this day (no -- not Shadrach, Meshach or Abed-
nego ... try again!) [12/27] 
16 - Celebration of the Book of Daniel story of the 3 men tossed by Ne-
buchadnezzar into the fiery furnace for refusing to worship idols -- who 
was the FIRST guy in the furnace  (think "reggae song")? [12/17] 
18 - Da big Retelle -- Sue's husband, and Kate's, Sarah's & Eric's hard 
working dad.  Our own, anything but Tiny ...(see him on Christmas Eve!] 
[12/2] 
20 - 3rd century saint, she was executed for refusing to marry a pagan.  
Generations of saintly women since have decided instead to take  the 
plunge, often failing to see the difference (thanks, Aria) [12/13] 
21 - Co-founder of the Jesuits & 16tth century missionary to Asia, , St. 
Xavier may have converted more folks to Christianity than St. Paul (or 
even the Balls!)  [12/3] 
23 - Stalwart fusion of human flesh and large moving equipment, this 
father of Ben and husband of Darla and patron saint of Jean Pituck (saint 
of the shovel) changed the landscape at Messiah -- literally [12/5] 
26 - Known variously as "Father Christmas", "Santa Claus" or "Tim Al-
len's best role", this gift-giver to children oddly also gave Finland its inde-
pendence on 12/6 (additional points:  spot the lie).  His formal name is:  
St. ... 
  

Possible Answers: 
Abednego, Adam, Ambrose , David, Dean, Eve, Francis, Grace, Harold, Innocents, Jesus, John, John, Karla, Katharina, Kurt , Lucy, Meshach, Mike, 
Mike, Nancy , Nicholas, Posada, Shadrach, 

Game Night Revelers  
Find Fellowship and Fun  

at Messiah! 
 
On November 15th families gathered 
at Messiah for Game Night! Supper 
was shared and many a game was 
played. Game Night was one of many 
new and exciting fellowship activities 
planned for Messiah members and 
their friends to enjoy. Be on the look-
out for more fellowship events—we’ll 
try to do at least one a month in the 
coming year. If you have any ideas 
for an activity please speak to Rox-
anne. So far we’ve scheduled a com-
edy night, a brunch, and on January 
6th 2009 a chili cook-off and bonfire! 



������������	� 5 � � � � � � � � �� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �  � � �

December Calendar:  Name the Saints 
By Rande Neukam 
 
A true gift that just keeps on … demanding your time, effort and brain-power.  Read the clues and fill in the cross-word 
spaces.  Use the December calendar (in the November newsletter) to help you.  Other helpful sources:  Wikipedia 
(search for “Calendar of Saints (Lutheran)”).  Except for festivals, only first names are used (Bible doesn’t give out last 
names anyway).  For offensive or patently wrong items, see  Lisa who in all probability authored them prior to publish-
ing.  Have fun. 
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GNIHN/ANNE MARIE 
HOUSE AND SHARE 

  
Well, we did celebrate the 4th anniver-
sary of Anne Marie House!  Thank you 
volunteers for wearing your T-shirts to 
church on the 16th. What a showing! 
Thanks to our entire congregation for 
your continuing support. There were 
many graduates, volunteers and guests 
at the ice cream social held in the after-
noon at the Nashua Presbyterian 
Church. 
 
We are at capacity now with 10 adults 
and 12 children.  Lia is due the begin-
ning of January.  Keep the 14 families 
on a waiting list in your prayers. 
 
Sunday we will be celebrating Han-
nah's birthday (4th). She is the sister of 
baby Aiden. Nancy H will be there 
representing Messiah as will the Neu-
kams in the evening. Aiden is now in 
an extended care facility (Cedarcrest) 
in Westmoreland (near Keene). It has 
been discovered that he is lacking a 
lymph system, which carries nourish-
ment through the body. The outlook is 
not good. Please continue praying for 
him and his mom, Amy. Amy and 
Hannah spend some of their time at a 
hospitality house near the facility.  This 
is expressly for parents of children with 
disabilities.  
 
With the increase in guests, there is an 
increase in the need for supplies, such 
as personal products, shampoo, bath/
shower gels or soap. If you are shop-
ping and wish to pick these items up; 
just place them in the basket in the nar-
thex. 
 
Goals of the guests are constantly be-
ing reviewed; and right now June is 
running a 12 week Parenting Journey 
Workshop with parents.  
 
Thanks to the Schurs and their dona-
tion of a vehicle, a mom is now able to 
get herself to school and work and her 
children to day care, without having to 
depend on one of the other moms. 
  
 

Some of the many Messiah  
volunteers for Anne Marie House! 

Featuring BJ Hickman Magician and Author 
December 13, 2008 — Showtime is 1:30 pm (doors open at 1pm) 

Elks Lodge Hall — 120 DW Highway, South Nashua 
 

General Admission: $10 Advance tickets / $12.50 at the door 
 
 Tickets sold at: 
  The Toadstool Bookshop, Lorden Plaza 
  Milford & Crosby Bakery, 51A East Pearl, Nashua  
  or call 883-7338 
 

To benefit the Greater Nashua Interfaith Hospitality Network, Inc 
A Community Response for Families Experiencing Homelessness 

On December 12th is the annual 
Christmas children's program.  This 
is a magic show and will be held at 
the Elks Lodge in Nashua.  See ad in 
newsletter.  
 
If you wish to find out more about 
volunteering (we never have enough) 
please see Marge. There is a training 
session at Nashua Presbyterian 
Church, 1010 West Hollis St, Nashua 
on Dec 1st at 6:30 pm-9.   
 

Share Thanksgiving 
Gearing up for distribution of Thanks-
giving food baskets. So far 213 fami-
lies have asked for help, which is about 
25% more than last year. There will 
probably be even more last minute 
needs. SHARE gave out $260,000 in 
financial aid in 2007. 
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21st Annual Messiah Sing 
 
Saturday, December 6th @ 7 PM 
Sunday, December 7th @ 4 PM 
 
Featuring a chorus of community 
voices with orchestral accompani-
ment. Free Will Offering 
Mont Vernon  
Congregational Church 
So. Main Street, Route 13 
Mont Vernon, NH 
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Friday, December 5th — 6:00 p.m. 
At the Bonfiglio home 
RSVP to the church office 
 
 
  All ladies are invited to the annual Advent Tea.  Join us as we gather for an evening of warm fellowship and a shared meal.  
Friends are always welcome!  Everyone is asked to bring a savory or sweet holiday specialty to share.  We will work on a pro-
ject for the Antrim Girls Shelter.  Stay posted for details. 
  This year, we will have two handcrafts.  You are welcome to choose one or both.  Deanna C will offer instruction on how to 
make a topiary project.  This makes a fine Christmas decoration and can be used for a centerpiece at the Christmas dinner-
auction, too.  Please bring a container of your choice.  There will be a material fee of $10 for supplies.  Please tell Kathy if you 
would like to make one. 
  Back by popular request, Lisa T will lead us in folding Danish stars.  If you did not make enough last year, or need a re-
fresher on the ins and outs, here is your chance! 
  Anyone needing a ride please let Kathy know.  We hope to see you there! 

Ladies’ Night 

In January, the Ladies’ Night 
event will be on Friday, January 
23, at 7:00pm, at Messiah 
House.  The evening will be an 
appetizer and wine potluck.  So 
bring some food, bring some 
wine, and bring a friend! 

The Ladies’ Night Calendar is 
open to anyone who would like 
to host.  If you think you might 
be interested, send an email to 
Christy E cholt@wilsonfive.com 

Watermark Performs at Messiah Youth Encounter’s band Watermark shared 
their music with us before their planned trip to Denmark. They stayed in various 
member’s homes. 

Pony Express Delivers Stewardship Message to Messiah 
 
Messiah members will be participating in a different kind of Stewardship campaign 
this year. “Trail Bosses” with saddle bags full of estimate of giving cards will deliver 
your card post haste! You are asked to pass the saddlebag on to the next person on the 
list or get it back to the trail boss within two days. 
 
Messiah has a wonderful reputation as a stewardship oriented congregation—sharing 
our God given gifts with the New England Synod and ELCA as well as, many local 
charitable institutions and people in need.  
 
Your stewardship team asks that you give prayerful consideration to the ministries of 
this parish, as well as your opportunity to give God thanks and praise by sharing abun-
dantly of your blessings.  



 
Come Share the Spirit! 

 
 
 

Sunday School 9:00 am 
Adult Forum 9:00 am 
Fellowship 10:00 am 

Worship Service 10:30 am 
 
 

Messiah Lutheran Church is located 
at 303 Rt.101E in Amherst 1/2 mile 
east of the shops of “Salzburg 
Square”.  Contact the church by call-
ing 673-2011 or visit us at 
www.messiahnh.org 

Deadline for the January newsletter is 
Sunday, December 21st. 
Please submit articles to 

mlc_nwsletter@hotmail.com 
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Advent/Christmas Worship 
 
This year’s Advent theme is 3:16 
 
December 3 
6:00 pm Advent Soup Supper  
7:00 pm Holden Evening Prayer 
Speaker: TBA 
 
December 10 
6:00 pm Advent Soup Supper  
7:00 pm Holden Evening Prayer 
Speaker: Ed C 
 
December 17th 
6:00 pm Advent Soup Supper  
7:00 pm Holden Evening Prayer 
Speaker: Carl J 
 
Christmas Eve Services 
5:00 pm  
10:30 pm  
 
Both Christmas Eve services are a can-
dlelight service. The family service 
features an extended children’s ser-
mon. 


