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An Exciting Year Ahead! 
Good Ideas Are Brewing for the Coming Year at MLC 

On Sunday September 21st, an informal brainstorming session was held between services to gather ideas and 
stir up some excitement for fellowship ideas for the coming year.  Now the planning phases begin with those 
ideas that inspire the most interest moving forward thanks to people who are passionate about ensuring their 
success!  And you know what?  The plan is already working!  In a matter of days, the advent tea has been or-
ganized with the Bonfiglio’s offering to host on December 5th!  Kathy B. is busily recruiting additional help so 
if you are interested, drop her an email. 
 
In October, the golf outing is planned for Sunday the 5th (see article page 10).  And we are in the works for 
rescheduling the “Mountain Top Experience” hike up Pack Monadnock for October.  If you are interested, 
speak with Roxanne M. or Kurt or Darla V.  How about a group trip to the Keene Pumpkin festival the week-
end of October 25th? 
 
In December, we have the above mentioned Women’s Advent Tea on the 5th, and the Charity Auction.  One 
family offered a wonderful tradition  of making soup together one evening and then coming together the Satur-
day before advent to eat together and decorate the tree in the sanctuary.  February or March would be a great 
time for a couples retreat.  Let’s try for a whole weekend this time!  Our yearly Easter brunch will be in early 
April then the crop walk is in May.  Wouldn’t it be nice if we all enjoyed lunch together before the crop walk? 
 
Other ideas include traveling to the Dana Center at St. Anselm College for a play, enjoying a chili cook off 
with contests, outdoor activities like sledding or snowshoeing followed up by a bonfire and hot chocolate, a 
congregational picnic in June, and a garage sale for the youth as it’s been a while! 
 
This list is certainly not all inclusive, but just a start.  It doesn’t include the dinner groups, our ongoing fellow-
ship event where couples gather together for dinner once a month.  Speak with Deanna C. to get involved or 
better yet, if you are already involved, invite a couple who hasn’t tried dinner group to one of your gatherings!  
Also, Christy C.  has started the once a month ladies night at Unwine’d in Manchester.  And we look forward 
to the blood drive in January which is technically a service event, but done Messiah style ends up being the 
social event of the month! 
 
Certainly other ideas will come up that we can rally around as well.    The inreach/outreach team meeting on 
Wednesday October 8th (see article page 5) is sure to bring out many more great ideas and keep the conversa-
tion and planning moving forward.  Now, pick one or two or many and get involved!  We are sure to have a 
great year together! 
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Every once in a while someone asks me what we should do to get 
new members. I say, “Jesus didn’t tell the apostles, ‘Go, make 
members.’ He said, ‘Go, make disciples.’ And that’s what we 
should focus on.” Then the questioner usually gives me one of 

those, “Oh, brother” faces and replies that I know what they mean. 
 

And I do—I do know where they’re coming from. I can sympathize with their desire for our congregation to 
grow. After all, that’s part of what a church is for, right? Gathering people in? So, I think we should be 
“fishing for people.” Surely there’s enough fish in the sea—this is a growing area.  But the essential question 
remains—what should we use for “bait?” What pole? How far to cast? How fast to reel in? (You get the meta-
phor.) 
 

Now, I’ve studied this very topic. And I’ve read a lot of books on the subject. So I know what has worked for 
other churches—large, medium, and small; urban, suburban, and rural; homogenous and diversified. Unfortu-
nately, they’re not guaranteed to work in just any context. But that’s all right. Most of them are so compli-
cated, and involve moving out of the comfort zone, and—worst of all—the total commitment of everyone 
youngest to oldest. That sounds like a bit much. 
 

Not to worry. I’ve got it covered. I thought of it while I was reading the funnies last Sunday. There was one of 
those Ziggy cartoons where he climbs the mountain to see the guru who lives on the peak. It seems like I’ve 
seen a lot of those cartoons. So, it must be a common occurrence. Not climbing a mountain—but that search-
ing, that yearning for an answer. It must be an existential thing—the quest for an answer. And what do they all 
want to know? “What is the meaning of life?” 
 

So that’s all we have to do! Just let them know that the meaning of life is here within the walls of Messiah Lu-
theran Church. Then it’ll be “Line up please—no pushing, be patient. There’s plenty of meaning to go around. 
A traffic jam out on 101—cars lined up like they were in the movie Field of Dreams! “If you answer it, they 
will come!” 
 

Problem is—I don’t know the meaning of life, despite being on a multitude of mountaintops, seeking with the 
best of them. We could fudge it. Tell them that the meaning of life is a 
really fine cup of coffee (and hot!). Being Lutherans we could almost 
get away with that. But no doubt, along would come a tea drinker, and 
we’d be busted. 
 

But let me tell you—we might not have the meaning of life stored in a 
secret safe, but we do have the key to something else. Not the meaning 
of life, but a life of meaning. And we get that through Jesus Christ. Je-
sus gives our lives meaning—by loving us unconditionally, forgiving us 
graciously, and freeing us from selfishness to live for one another. 
That’s what we’re saved from—a life turned inward, a life that, as Ec-
clesiastes says, is “vanity”—unable to reach its goal because it lacks 
community. 
 

This is exactly what people are looking for in a church home. They 
might say it’s the Sunday School, or the worship, or the Pastor, or the 
friendliness of the people, but what they’re really searching for is what 
might be called intentional community. An intentional community is 
one whose members gather around a purpose bigger than the individu-
als or group. A Christian intentional community reflects the kingdom of 
God in that its purpose is to proclaim the gospel in word and deed. 
 

(Continued on page 11) 

 

The Meaning of Life:   
A message from your Pastor 
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In the song, “We Are Made for Service”, a verse tells us “We are made to love 
each sister and brother; a love that will last through sorrow and pain.”  The 
kind of service that Messiah Lutheran Church has consistently offered is one of 
the things that most attracted Ed & I to this church.  Messiah lives out the be-

lief that we are called to serve God’s people and, in doing so, spread the Good News. 
 
Yet, in the face of more recent losses and trials, it may be tempting to want to scale back and regroup.  We as a 
church community are facing financial challenges and the heartache of some key losses.  In just the last two 
years, the service ministry saw the relocation of Karen Haskins, the retirement of Marge Ball, and the deaths to 
cancer of Linda Kempf and Joan Bauerschmidt.  Wow!  These women have all been pillars of service in my 
mind; real examples of Christianity in action.  Yet, what would Joan have said in the face of challenge?  I think 
she would not have hesitated before telling us, “Keep making lemonade!”  And she would have been right.  In 
the face of temptation to scale back and regroup, Joan would remind us to keep marching forward, to keep 
serving others, that the best remedy would be to take our minds off ourselves and our own challenges, to think 
a little more of others.  AND top it all off with hugs and a big smile. 
 
Truly, when faced with challenges, it is often healthiest to take our minds off ourselves and reach out in assis-
tance to others.  The service ministry is committed to continue a high level of outreach because we are called 
to do this in the Gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John.  And Joan and Linda.  Let us keep reaching out 
with grateful hearts for our many, many blessings. 
 
So, while we as a church are faced with financial concerns and a capital campaign, let us remember that there 
are churches struggling to even keep their doors open.  One such church is Resurrection Lutheran Church in 
Roxbury, MA, the recipients of this quarter’s special collection.  They are truly teetering on the brink of clo-
sure, and they need financial assistance.  So, if we are each able to bypass Dunkin’ Donuts one time and place 
the $2 saved into the special collection, isn’t that the least we can do?  Yes, these are tough financial times as a 
church and as a nation.  But let’s keep making lemonade! 
 
Messiah’s congregation continues to amaze whenever there is a request for assistance to others.  Just this year, 
the responses to appeals for gym bags for Camp Calumet, backpacks and school supplies for children in need, 
toiletries gathered for SHARE and Anne Marie House, toothbrushes requested by the Castell girls, and re-
cently shoes for kids in Honduras requested by the youth of our church have all been incredibly generous.  
And these are only a few examples of the outreach that Messiah lives.  So, while the temptation might be there 
for us to scale back and regroup in the face of hard times, these examples are proof that the Messiah people 
reject this notion.  Joan would be so proud!  

Making Lemonade 
By Trudi C. 

Planning On Service 
 
Here are just a few reminders of Messiah’s upcoming service needs for your fall and holiday planning.  Any 
assistance you can give for will be so appreciated. 
  

 Meals for Ash Street Shelter ( 2nd Thursday of each month) 
 Collection of groceries, gift cards, and turkeys for Thanksgiving and Christmas 
 Christmas Gifts for SHARE families 
 Holiday card collection for New Hampshire State Prison 
 Donated items for the upcoming holiday Dinner/Auction.  Proceeds given to charity. 
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Upcoming in worship… 
 
Healing Service – According to the book of Acts, St. Luke was a physi-

cian. So the day of his commemoration (Sat. Oct 18th) is a fit time 
for prayers for healing – healing of any sort: physical, mental, or 
spiritual. The ELW provides for such a liturgy, and on that day at 
7:00 pm, those who wish to may attend a Healing Service at Mes-
siah. There will be songs, prayers, scripture, and the laying on of 
hands and personal prayer with the Pastor for those who so desire. 
Infirmity comes in many forms—healing does as well. We ask for 
wholeness and peace, and trust in God to bring the healing we need. 

 
Blessing of the Animals – The commemoration of St. Francis of Assisi 

is Sat. Oct 4th. Since Francis has traditionally been associated with 
the care of creation, blessing of he animals worship services are of-
ten held. Messiah plans on holding a blessing of any and all animals 
that show up that Saturday. Please have your pet boxed or leashed 
(fish can stay in their bowls!). People are asked to bring a donation 
of dog or cat food for the local animal shelter as offering. Time to 
be announced—check www.messiahnh.org under Events, or the 
bulletin. 

 
Confirmation – The Rite of Affirmation of Baptism, also known as con-

firmation will take place in the lives of six of our youth this Refor-
mation Sunday, Oct. 26th. Having studied the faith for three years 
(plus more in Sunday School), they are now ready to say “yes” to 
the promises made for them at their baptisms. The students are Lau-
ren, Taylor, and Seth Cordts, Eric Hahn, Katie Bonfiglio, and Val 
Wisneski. They will present their senior essays in lieu of the sermon 
that morning. Please be on hand to welcome these ones to adulthood 
in the church 

 
All Saints’ Sunday – in November 2nd. To prepare for the remembrance 

of all the saints who have gone on before us, you are invited to write 
down the names of those departed loved ones and give them to Pas-
tor. Those members who have died since last All Saints’, and those 
other who had funeral services in the church or one led by her pas-
tor, will be mentioned by name in the service that morning. All 
other names will be read as part of the Prayer Service held in the 
Garden of Peace directly after worship. 

 

Moving Forward! 
 
At a special congregational meet-
ing on September 14th, the fel-
lowship of Messiah determined 
that they would contract the ser-
vices of Renee Liabratten of Kai-
ros to lead us in a Mission Focus 
process and a Mission Freedom 
Campaign to retire once and for 
all the debt incurred with the con-
struction of the church building. 
The focusing process will enable 
us to view ourselves from the out-
side and discern the next path we 
should follow in service to our 
Lord. The debt reduction cam-
paign will enable us to free up re-
sources for the ministry opportu-
nities we discover. The two to-
gether will energize us and point 
us in the direction of growth in 
faith, growth in stewardship, 
growth in outreach to our commu-
nity, and growth in our evangel-
ism!  
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Team Meetings 
 

Pastor is calling for all “teams” to 
get in the game by meeting this 
October. All are invited to attend 
any of the gatherings. The agenda 
for each is to look at the team’s 
mission and brainstorm ideas to 
fulfill it. 
 

Property and Finance – Love 
math and hammers? Come on 
down to church Wednesday, Oct 
1st at 7:00 pm. We keep the deli-
cate balance between upkeep, 
ministry, and available funds. 
 

Inreach/Outreach – This team 
has the biggest portfolio, so it can 
use many members. It includes 
Congregational Care, Fellowship, 
Evangelism, Public Relations, 
Outreach Ministries (like AM 
house). The field is wide open for 
play—let’s hit it! Wednesday, 
Oct 8th, at 7:00 pm. 
 

Worship and Music – Improving 
the depth and breadth of our wor-
ship is this team’s duty. Let’s get 
together and talk about how we 
can make worship more meaning-
ful for visitors, members, young 
and old! Thursday, Oct. 9th at 
7:00 pm. 
 

Stewardship – We have much to 
prepare for our yearly emphasis. 
Wednesday, October 15th, at 
6:00 pm. 
 

Education and Youth – All Sun-
day School teachers should attend.  
Sunday, Oct. 5th, after worship. 
 

· Mutual Ministry  – this is a 
team whose mission requires that 
people be appointed to it. They 
will be meeting Tuesday, Oct. 7th, 
Sunday Oct.19th, and Sunday, 
Nov. 2nd to work on our ministry 
together with the staff. 

Our Newest Members 
 
On September 28th Messiah received four new members—two by baptism 
and two by transfer. Let’s meet them… 
 
Marilyn and Wayne O., of Milford. This retired couple moved to NH not 
only for the scenery and snow. They followed their daughter and husband 
and (now) two children (one of which, Anika, was baptized here at Mes-
siah along with her cousin Lila). They had been attending the community 
church in Brookline, but missed the Lutheran liturgy—having been Lu-
therans from way back. (They were most recently members of our ELCA 
church on Cape Cod.) Marilyn served many years as the financial secre-
tary, and Wayne was treasurer and council person, amongst other volun-
teer duties. They both look forward to getting involved at Messiah, so 
please get to know them, and then let’s set them both to service! 
 
Dwight L., of Weare. He’s only about six months old, but he’s already a 
star in Messiah member, and proud grandmother Kari B.’s eyes. Whether 
he’s sitting in his swing, or rolling around on the floor—this guy’s Mr. 
Personality! Mom, JaNeen (Kari’s daughter and also a Messiah member), 
and daddy Ryan both work with Kari at her dollhouse and miniatures 
shop just down the road. Dwight will be baptized that Sunday, along with 
his older sister… 
  
Cassandra L.. This 1 ½ yr old cutie is full of energy and inquisitive-
ness—running her parents ragged (but happily so). She likes to play with 
her little brother and play cards (52  pick-up—you pick them up). 

Service to Young  
Families Continues 

 
Once again we are seeking vol-
unteers to sign up for nursery 
coverage so that parents of 
young children can enjoy the 
rejuvenating power of worship 
stress-free as their toddler is well 
cared for.  What an awesome 
way for us to support families 
and encourage regular church 
attendance!  Sign up for one 
Sunday or many.  For safety, we 
need two volunteers per week.  
Sign up is either on the back ta-
ble or on the board next to the 
kitchen.  Thank you for your 
dedication! 
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News and Updates  
On GNIHN And Anne Marie House 

 
We are at five families right now, which could change at any mo-
ment.  Our next host week with the Congregational Church of Amherst 
is that of October 12th.  We presently have 25 very devoted volunteers 
from Messiah and we thank God for their service!   
There is a volunteer training session to be held at Christ the King Lu-
theran Church in Nashua on Monday, Sept 29th at 6:30.  Anyone inter-
ested, please see Marge B. 
  
Today is the "Chicken Run" to benefit AMH.  Michael Carr. and his 
son, Matt have raised $1500 in pledges, which is absolutely wonder-
ful!   Thanks, Michael and Matt!   They are running as I am writing 
this.  Good luck! 
  
Project Homeless Connect will be held on Dec 3rd.   This is a time 
when any homeless person may go to a specific location and receive 
toiletries, and hats.   For those who knit and are interested, "beanie 
caps" are needed-just plain over the head caps.   They generally need a 
couple hundred or more.   Also needed are sample size toiletries and 
men's razors and shaving gels.   The people who go also get free hair-
cuts and an opportunity to apply for a job.  If you want to donate any of 
these items, just put them in the basket in the hall.   Thank you! 
  
Children's Christmas Show:   This will be held this year on Dec 13th at 
1:30 and will be a magic show.  This year, the Elks of Nashua have of-
fered their hall, located on DW highway, free of charge.  More info is 
forthcoming.  
  
Always needed are diapers size 5 and 6 and wipes.  Pass them along to 
an AMH volunteer. 

SHARE Moves! 
 
SHARE and the food pantry have 
a "new" home!   In early Novem-
ber they will no longer be located 
at St Patrick's Church.   An anony-
mous donor has given them seed 
money to purchase The Knights of 
Columbus Hall on Elm St in Mil-
ford.   This was an opportunity 
they could not pass up.  The pre-
sent pantry has steps to go down 
into and is not very large.  This is 
much more accessible and with 
the large hall, they will be able to 
distribute the Christmas gifts to 
adopted families much more effi-
ciently.  Thank you for your sup-
port of this vital part of our com-
munity.  Last year SHARE gave 
over $200,000 to those in 
need.  They are still requesting 
donations of shampoo, paper tow-
els, tomato sauce, juices, cereals, 
and size 5 and 6 diapers.  Thank 
you for your generosity! 

Gals Night Out 
 
Announcing a new gathering for the ladies of Messiah (and their 
friends)!  The last Friday of every month the women of MLC will 
gather for an evening of relaxing, visiting, eating and sipping wine (or 
other beverage of choice) in a great atmosphere at Unwine’d on Second 
Street in Manchester (close to the Bedford line).  Come and eat, or just 
have a glass of wine.  Stay for hours, or just a few minutes.  Bring your-
self, or bring a friend or two.  The second gathering is scheduled for 
October 31st @ 7:30pm (may change so watch for details).  Contact 
Joanne in the office or Christy E. by 10/27/08 for a reservation count, or 
with any questions you may have. 
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We Are Family …  by Rande N. 

Here’s a little truism everybody knows: 

This is the church, 

This is the steeple, 

Open the doors, 

And see all the people 

You may even have caught your hands assuming the familiar signing position as you read along (I know I did, 
which really made it hard to type).  Here’s another one: 

This is the church, 

This is the creed, 

Get with the plan, 

It’s all that you need 

Ever heard that one?  Of course you haven’t.  I made it up.  But doesn’t it sound cold?  Pretty didactic, pretty 
formulaic, pretty sterile, pretty ritualized … actually not pretty at all – and you can’t do that finger dance thing 
with it either.  Something in most of us bridles when we read it because that social spark of simple love and 
fellowship is missing, that warmth that celebrates our relationships with others and makes these integral to our 
personal walk with God. 

I know that you already know this.  Were sharing and laughing and listening not so important in our gather-
ings, only one switch of the narthex lights would be needed to cue us for worship (vs. 6-12 very agitated ones).  
So why bring up the obvious, the truism? 

Shortly we will be going into an exercise where we’ll work with a consultant to identify what we think we 
should be about, where we believe we should be headed, and how to get there.  That is all well and good, and 
I’m sure very exciting programs will come out of this exercise.  We may also find ourselves using this rededi-
cation as a lens to critically review how we’re currently doing, how our programs or services are or are not 
working, how we can programmatically improve the “worship experience”, outreach, evangelism, and so on. 
I’m personally wary of this exercise. 

Not to be a catacomb Christian or spiritual luddite, but I like us as we are, warts and all -- maybe especially 
because of the warts, the mistakes, the notes not hit but heard anyway, the words not clearly communicated 
though understood in spirit, the relationships that breathe life into ritual.  Jesus contrasted the beating heart of 
faith (doing the right things) with empty ritual (doing things right) using the image of a white sepulcher:  per-
fection on the outside, decay on the inside.  I take this seriously as an admonition where corrective planning is 
concerned.  As Jesus said:  “As I have loved you, so you must love one another” (John 13:34).  Warts and all.  
In sum: 

This is the church, 

This is the steeple, 

Open the doors, 

And just come inside and make yourself at home because  

we’re happy to see you and believe that you’ll truly have a wonderful faith experience 

 here sufficient to bring joy into your heart, love into your family and meaning into your life, which reminds me of the story about …. 
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October Calendar:  Name the Saints  Created by Rande N. 
Hey!  If you think that saints are just a collection of dusty bones buried in monasteries, or a chosen few who occasionally 
get the Peace Prize, guess again.  Without grace we sink; with grace we fly.  It’s a package deal!  So, for all the saints 
coming, going, gone or wannbee (like me), this puzzler is for you.  

Directions: Read the clues and fill in the cross-word.  Resource hint:  you might want to use the October newsletter cal-
endar for some of these, or link to http://www.resurrectionpeople.org/saints.html .  Have fun,  don’t phone me for an-
swers … and frankly, prayer won’t help you much either on this one. 
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Possible Answers: 

Chuck, Dave, Doug, Francis, Greg, Henry, Ignatius, James, Jude, Lauren, Luther, Mike , Miranda, Muhlen-
berg, Ryan, Seth, Simon, Taylor, Ted, Tyndale   

        Solution found on page 9! 
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Across: Down: 

2 - Mr. Guitar guru & gardener of a beautiful Rose. 
Born 10/20 
3 - Becca's dad and a long time Messiah guy! Born 
10/29 
7 - Her cooking is a triple treat … and so is she! Pies 
to die for;  high school class of '11 
8 – Dream Lake guy who makes Valentine's Day at 
MLC a special tribute to love. Born 10/03 
9 - A triple threat in any sports he goes for; high 
school class of '11 
11 - Born in Assisi; loved animals; names suggests 
France ,but really Italian 
12 - Brother of Jesus; an apostle martyred in 62 AD 
15 - Terrified by Diet of Worms -- who wouldn't be?  
NOT related to Lex 
16 – Stubborn as a muhl (I mean “mule”), grew Lu-
theran churches in colonial America 
19 - Our middle Mitchell and conferee this year! 
Born 10/17 
  

1 - Mr. Auctioneer! Born October 18 
2 - Our Maine man in MLC; Laura's hubby; Alexan-
dria's & Elizabeth's dad! 
4 - 1st century AD Bishop of Antioch; "ignited" be-
lief in many 
5 – A “tailor-maid”  beauty on the harp and dulcimer; 
high school class of '11 
6 - Has a "wynne-ing" mom and a high flyin' dad. 
Born 10/24 
10 - Translated 1st English Bible from Greek & He-
brew for the 1st tyne … opps, I mean time 
13 - One of the 12 apostles; NOT Peter!  NOT a sim-
ple pie-man 
14 - Possible brother of Jesus; apostle, but NOT the 
Iscariot one! 
17 - Connie's dapper spouse & a "masterful" engi-
neer. Born 10/03 
18 - Theil-festive leader of the band. Born 10/01 
  

Prayer and Praise 
 
In our prayers as of Sunday September 21st: Al D., Terry K. (rel. of the Costa’s), Barbara W. (B. Wurst’s 
Mom), Robert & Bill H. (J. Bauerschmidt’s brothers), Janey S.(rel of the Wurst’s), Jane L. (D. Bonfiglio’s 
Aunt), Our military personnel, Perham Family,  Suzy A. (friend of the Mitchell’s), Ed B. (friend of B. Wurst), 
Carol K. (S. Kennedy’s Mom), Bob N. (friend of the Teichmann’s), Dom (friend of M. Costa), The Abt Fam-
ily, The Trono Family, Veligore Family, Jennifer & D.J. S., Rebecca S., Mary A. (all friends of the De-
mello’s), Christina B., Ethan C., Kathy C. (friend of the Scheetz), Fred S. 
 
Thank you Roxanne and Anna M. for joining altar guild.  Welcome! 
 
To all of our many friends at Messiah; Thank you so much for all the kind, eloquent words, cards, volunteers 
at the reception, flowers and prayers and everything else to numerous to name during Joan's illness. Our heart-
felt thanks goes to everyone for their support to the Bauerschmidt and Theil family.  God bless, Frank, Joanne, 
Ray, Raymond, Ryan and Gregory 
 
Thank you to Jeff C. for becoming our new financial secretary!  Thank you to Nancy H. for her years of ser-
vice in this role! 
 
Congratulations to Pastor Tom on his 10th anniversary of his ordination!  God bless your good service, Pastor! 
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Altar Flowers 
 
Anyone who would like to have 
flowers put on the altar, in some-
one's memory or honor or just for 
the Glory of God,  just sign up on 
the poster on Joanne's (front of-
fice) door.  It is nice to see flowers 
up front.   

Golf Outing Returns 
 
MLC welcomes the return of the 
amateur golf outing on Sunday 
October 5th with tee times begin-
ning at 2:00 at Ponemah Green.  9 
Holes will be followed by Chinese 
takeout dinner at Darlene and 
Jay’s house.  Cost is $25.00 per 
person for golf and dinner.  Any-
one who is just interested in the 
after golf eats can join for $10.00 
per person.  Sign up at church or 
speak with Joanne in the office 
and she will connect you with the 
event organizers.  A final count 
needs to be in by September 28th. 

From the Choir “Loft”  
By Deb D. 
 

Please take a moment to thank our volunteers for their contributions to 
a wonderful musical summer. It will make them feel really good know-
ing that they helped to make your morning worship meaningful; and it 
will make you feel terrific because you made someone very happy 
when you remembered them in this special way. 
 

Thank you to Doug and Dean for their guitar and vocal, to Dean for 
singing, to Karla and Ken for their guitar and vocal, to Ryan for his 
many contributions, to Trudi and Adam, to Doug and his young guitar 
student, Ben; to Brian A. on the piano, to Nathan U. for his piano play-
ing, to Judy for her vocal, to John D. on the cello and the pick-up praise 
choir lead by Lisa and Pastor Tom, and to Doug and David on guitar.  I 
can’t think of a better way to share our love for God and for one another 
than through music. 
 

!!!!!!!!NEWS FLASH!!!!!!!! 
 

It has been observed over the past few months that MESSIAH’S GOT 
TALENT !  By popular demand this talent will continue on a monthly 
basis.  You may wonder how this will work.  Once a month (on a date 
yet to be determined) the choir (who will have been working diligently 
on a variety of special anthems at their weekly Wednesday evening 7 
pm rehearsal) will have a break from their Sunday offering and our vol-
unteers will have their opportunity to share their gifts.  And let me tell 
you that the word has come down from above that there is to be a sign-
up sheet posted for the first nine lucky individuals or groups that would 
like to take advantage of this opportunity. 
 

Sign-up sheet will be posted on the bulletin board in the hall next to the 
kitchen. 
 

!!!!!!!!SECOND NEWS FLASH!!!!!!!! 
 

ALL SINGERS are invited to look ahead at their calendars to determine 
if they could devote two or three weeks in a row to joining the choir for 
rehearsals.  If the choir director knows there will be additional singers 
available, then she can plan on presenting a special piece of music on a 
specific date.  Please contact Deb to let her know if this works for you 
and which specific weeks you can join us at rehearsal on Wednesday 
evenings. 
 

!!!!!!!!THIRD NEWS FLASH!!!!!!!! 
 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 27, at 9:30 in the morning, a special gath-
ering is planned for all young people ages 6 – 12 interested in singing 
and/or liturgical dance.  Come prepared to dance! 

Internet Security and 
the Newsletter 

 
Because the newsletter is now 
available on the web through the 
MLC website, articles are being 
edited to avoid personal contact 
information.  And per reader re-
quests, names are now listed with 
only last initial.  Readers who 
need more contact information are 
free to contact Joanne in the office 
at 673-2011 or refer to their mem-
ber directory. 
 
Any other suggestions to protect 
personal information are appreci-
ated! 
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Solution to Puzzle from page 6                                                                                  

 

Great! How do we market that, you might wonder. Well, you don’t market it—you live it. You, me, us—if we 
live lives of meaning together here at Messiah, it will attract people. And we will grow as a church, because 
we are authentically modeling what a church should be. 
 

What does said life of meaning involve?  Commitment. Sacrifice. Prayer. Concern for others. Zeal for sharing 
the experience of God in one’s life. And perhaps most of all—action. We need to be found working for the 
kingdom as others seek ye first the kingdom of God. We need to be caught with our hands in the cookie jar—
allocating the resources to those who lack them. People who come here must see us involved bodily, spiritu-
ally, as well as financially, in a life that, when it comes down to it—means something! 
 

A life of meaning. It’s our gift from God. It’s also our gift to those who both come through those doors, or are 
touched by our ministry beyond them. 
 

(Continued from page 2) 



 
Come Share the Spirit! 

 
 
 

Sunday School and  
Adult Forum  @ 9:00am 

Fellowship @ 10:00 
Worship Service @ 10:30 

 
 

Messiah Lutheran Church is lo-
cated at 303 Rt.101E in Amherst 
1/2 mile east of the shops of 
“Salzburg Square”.  Contact the 
church by calling 673-2011 or 
visit us @ www.messiahnh.org 

Deadline for the November news-
letter is Sunday, October 19th. 

Please submit articles to 
mlc_nwsletter@hotmail.com 
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In this issue . . . 
 

Oh my!   
Too much to mention!   

Read every page!  
Rande made a cross-
word . . . lots of con-

tributors this month . . . 
tons of upcoming events.   

Don’t miss a thing!   


